June 12, 2008 FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  DHS 2009 Appropriations House HLS Subcommittee Action: 
Strohm, Chris.  “Appropriators Add $2.3 Billion to DHS Spending Bill.”  Government Executive, 11 June 2008.  http://www.govexec.com/story_page_pf.cfm?articleid=40220&printerfriendlyvers=1 

Excerpt: 

The House Homeland Security Appropriations Subcommittee Wednesday approved a fiscal 2009 Homeland Security appropriations bill that gives the department $39.9 billion in discretionary spending, including a boost in funding for politically popular grant programs and efforts to find and deport criminal illegal immigrants inside the United States…. The bill includes about 100 earmarks totaling about $200 million, primarily in the area of pre-disaster mitigation and emergency operations programs.
(2)  Disaster Preparedness Resource: 
University of Florida.   The Disaster Handbook:  National Edition.  Gainesville, FL:  UF Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension, 2008 Update.  Accessed at:  http://disaster.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

(3)  FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 1-4, 2009: 
Received recommendation from Rex Shelburne with the University of Northern California, Casa Loma college (who attended last week’s conference) to add a session or workshop on the topic of online distance learning.  Will put that on our list and plan to soon post a 2009 Conference Topics document to the EM Conferences section of the EM Hi-Ed website. 

Drafted a one-page document on the topics thus far being considered for next year’s 12th Annual EM Hi-Ed Conference.  Forwarded the one-pager to the webmaster staff for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Program homepage – EM Hi-Ed Conferences section – where it should be accessible shortly. 
(4)  IAEM Bulletin – Free to Higher Education Institution Libraries. 
Pasting in below a note from the June 2008 “IAEM Bulletin.,” published by the International Association of Emergency Managers: 

The IAEM Bulletin is available to university and college libraries through complimentary subscriptions for those schools who offer EM-related programs. University librarians should contact IAEM Membership Director Sharon Kelly at info@iaem.com to request that their libraries be placed on the complimentary subscription list. Please provide your full mailing address, as well as a short description of your institution’s EM-related program and a link on your Web site to more information about your EM-related program. 

The IAEM Bulletin is a monthly publication of the International Association of Emergency Managers, and is the most downloaded document from the IAEM Web site. The Bulletin has been published continuously for the past 25 years, and electronic archives are available in Members Only at www.iaem.com back to 1999. 

(5)  Integrative Center for Homeland Security, Texas A&M University – Podcast Interview, Part II with DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff: 
From a summary on the Integrative Center for HLS website:  

Are Americans and their leaders already forgetting the lessons of 9/11 and the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission? So it appears, Department of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff says in the second part of our exclusive interview.  The nation needs to establish tools to protect itself, such as secure identification at borders and airports. Yet more and more often, the secretary says, he is hearing complaints about the expense and inconvenience of these tools. 

"There is no excuse for averting our eyes from the lessons that we all too painfully and tragically learned in 2001," he says. "And to the extent that now people don't want to be bothered because it's expensive or it's irritating, I really wish they would close their eyes and imagine how they will feel if the enemy is able to carry out an attack like they did several years ago." 

The interview also deals with these issues: 

        Simplifying Congressional oversight of DHS. 

        Preparing to protect the nation during the 2009 federal transition. 

        Giving the White House more authority to take control of catastrophes that overwhelm local and state resources. "If you are going to put the responsibility ultimately on the federal government for dealing with a catastrophe," Chertoff says, "then you owe it to the people who have that responsibility to give them the authority to do the job you've asked them to do." 

        Finding a balance between gathering intelligence and respecting privacy. "Unless we're prepared to say we don't want protection from the government, we don't want to be protected from terrorism, we don't want to be protected from snipers," he says,  "we've got to give our police officials, our law enforcement officials and our government officials a reasonable set of tools to do the job." 

To listen to this interview go to:  http://homestation.typepad.com/hlsinsideandout/ 

(6)  Norwich University – Online Master of Science in Business Continuity Management: 
Received note from John Orlando today reminding us that we had yet to post the bulletin pasted in below – sorry, thought we had: 

Norwich University 
Master of Science in Business Continuity Management Online 
Norwich University is launching the Master of Science in Business Continuity Management online, the first master’s degree in the United States focused solely on business continuity.  

The master’s degree provides practitioners with the credentials to advance into upper level positions within their organization, and distinguish themselves within the field.  It is also an excellent vehicle for entry into the profession.  

The MSBC degree provides a comprehensive, in-depth, and practical understanding of all aspects of business continuity management.  The topics include plan development, emergency response, crisis management and communications, risk management, organizational resiliency, IT continuity, testing, implementation, and regulatory issues.  

Because continuity of operations is as much needed in the public sphere as the private, the MSBC program is appropriate for both public-sector and private-sector continuity directors. 

Students meld theory and practice by applying their learning to their own place of business through the unique case study system.  By analyzing and improving the systems of their employer, students gain an understanding of the practical application of theoretical concepts, while their employer realizes an immediate return on its investment. 

Students join cohorts of like-minded professionals in highly interactive classrooms to share experiences, challenges, and solutions.  Much of the learning comes through constant, lively discussion with faculty and fellow students, and networking with professionals across the field.  

Classes will begin December 2008, and further information can be found at:  

www.graduate.norwich.edu 

((( 

Norwich University’s School of Graduate Studies builds upon the institution’s 189 year academic heritage with innovative online master’s degrees in a variety of areas.  The programs are recognized throughout the industry for their rigor, small class size, high student satisfaction and retention.  

(7)  Savannah State University – Looking for a Good EM/HLS Faculty Member: 
Received today an email from Dr. Emily Bentley (back from her trip here and presentation during last week’s EM Hi-Ed Conference) asking for a 2nd posting of the solicitation pasted in below.  Dr. Bentley notes that:  “As I think you know, we opened the doors on the HSEM program last August, and so we are soon to begin our second year. We have had a great initial year, including award of a DHS grant, and expect significant growth in the next few…. Doctorate preferred; master’s with experience acceptable. At this point, they should ignore the deadline/processing date in the announcement and send their information as soon as possible to the address included in the notice (and ideally, let me know personally of their interest and qualifications).” 

Emily Bentley, J.D. 
Assistant Professor & Director 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Program 
Savannah State University 
P.O. Box 20385 
Savannah, GA  31404 
912.356.2540 
Fax: 912.353.3299 
bentleye@savstate.edu 
Asst/Assoc/Full Professor Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
This full-time faculty position is in the only undergraduate Homeland Security & Emergency Management degree program in the state of Georgia. The successful candidate will have research interests and professional qualifications in emergency management and will teach courses at the undergraduate level; potential also exists for teaching graduate courses in public administration or urban studies. Interest and qualifications to conduct research in and teach disaster policy, research methods, technology applications, disaster response, hazardous materials policy and management, public health and disasters, and/or homeland security preferred.  Doctorate preferred; master’s plus appropriate experience acceptable; understanding of HBCU mission and values important. Review of applications begins January 31, 2008, and will continue until filled.  Submit three copies of cover letter, application (available on SSU web site), vita and three references with contact information to Chair, HSEM Faculty Search. 

Mail to:  Dean of CLASS, Savannah State University; P.O. Box 20059; Kennedy Fine Arts Bldg Room 213; Savannah, GA  31404; EOE/AA 

(8)  What Private Sector Employers Want – One Point of View: 
Beggs, Dale.  “What Private Sector Employers Expect From EM Graduates.”  IAEM Bulletin, June 2008, pp. 17 & 27). 

Excerpt:  

What kinds of emergency management knowledge and skills do private sector employers expect from graduates of an EM, homeland security or business continuity higher education program? Having reviewed various EM curricula, interviewed, employed, supervised and managed graduates of these programs, I can say with conviction that beyond knowledge and skills, the private sector wants what it often just can’t get, at least initially – “people with experience.”…. 

The key stress factor and litmus test of the private sector emergency manager is how safely and quickly you can call from a myriad and multitude of resources, to cost-effectively and efficiently assess and mitigate an event, return to normal business operations, and prevent repeat events, safely and consistently. 

Moving outside the boundaries of private sector emergency management, where an event necessitates a coordinated unified or joint response with municipal, state or federal agencies, the value and efficacy of proactive private sector networking, relationship building, joint training, regular communication and coordination with a variety of public sector authorities having jurisdiction, cannot be overstate. 
Early EM Internship Cross-Training Rotation 
Having reviewed various EM curricula, I realize basic institutional and educational undergraduate requirements must be met.  However, I am concerned that these programs tend to delay what, in my experience, is a necessary, albeit imperative, immediacy in exposure to the field, across a range of both public and private organizations. Structured internships are often not provided or required until junior or senior years. Then, these opportunities are often unidirectionally geared toward a pre-selected public or private organization or industry, based on recommended freshman/sophomore proactive volunteerism, and the assumption or expectation that a preferred career path orientation will occur as a result, to guide the internship choice. 
I would propose that it is more beneficial to supplying well-versed, high quality, pre-experienced EM personnel needs, across both public and private sectors, to offer introductory internships as early as first semester sophomore year…. 
(9)  Email Backlog:  513 in the am; 476 in the pm. 

(10)  Yesterday’s EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  8,723 subscribers 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 

National Emergency Training Center 

FEMA/DHS 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 

Emmitsburg, MD 21727 

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

 “Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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