June 21, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DATA INTEROPERABILITY:

Lent, Bill.  "Facing the Challenge of Data Interoperability." Continuity e-Guide, June 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://disaster-resource.com/newsletter/subpages/v140/meet_the_experts.htm 
(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Lovell, Jeremy.  "Southern San Andreas Fault Waiting To Explode: Report."  Reuters, June 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://today.reuters.com/news/newsarticle.aspx?type=scienceNews&storyid=2006-06-21T173055Z_01_L21522318_RTRUKOC_0_US-SCIENCE-EARTHQUAKE.xml&src=rss&rpc=22   
Whoriskey, Peter.  "An 800-Pound Gorilla [Lake Okeechobee] Waits to Escape in S. Florida."  Washington Post, June 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/20/AR2006062001270.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(3)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed 3rd draft of "Who's In Charge Here?  Some Observations on the Relationship Between Disasters and the American Criminal Justice System," by Dr. Robert J. Louden, Professor and Program Director, Criminal Justice, Georgian Court University, Lakewood, NJ; provided review comments to lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas; and forwarded to EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses & Books section -- Books Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly. 

Abstract:

"Since the beginning of time the world has experienced a wide range of disasters. Responsibility for organizing and directing responses to disasters has varied over time and from place to place. The core functions of the American criminal justice system were established between 1776 and the adoption of the US Constitution, particularly the Bill of Rights in 1789.  However, it was not until 1967 that our federal government produced a schematic that graphically presented both the process and the major decision points of the criminal justice system.

Although disaster related activity has been present and accepted as a central function of many criminal justice agencies, it did not appear in this significant document. A brief overview of the American criminal justice system is offered. The aftermath of the terrorist attacks of

09/11/01 and the hurricanes of 2005 have illuminated many problems and concerns confronting the criminal justice system as a major component of government response to disasters. Practical experiences in NYC and New Orleans are highlighted. Broad based recommendations for research are suggested."

Reviewed 1st draft of Dr. McEntire's (with Sarah Smith) concluding Chapter:  "Making Sense of Consilience:  Reviewing the Findings and Relationship Among Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management," provided review comments to Dr. McEntire, and forwarded to the EMI webmaster to upload to the Project website.  
Abstract:

"This concluding chapter reviews the findings pertinent to disasters and emergency management from the standpoint of each discipline presented in this book.  It reviews the status of knowledge in each particular field and uncovers opportunities to develop future research in those areas.

The chapter also reiterates that each discipline is heavily dependent upon others for the purpose of theory generation and policy guidance.

Finally, the chapter points out that the concept of vulnerability is important to each discipline interested in disasters and emergency management." 

With the completion of these two chapters, the Disciplines book is completed and the materials on the EM HiEd Project Website in the "Draft Materials" section will be moved to the "Completed Books" subsection of "Free College Courses & Books" section.

(4)  FEMA & DISASTER AID WASTE, FRAUD AND ABUSE:

Abrahms, Jim.  "House Bill Raised Disaster Fraud Penalties."  Associated Press, June 20, 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/20/AR2006062000767.html 
(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Democratic Staff, Committee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives.  Detour Ahead:  Critical Vulnerabilities in America's Rail and Mass Transit Security Programs.  Washington DC:  Congress, June 20, 2006 (45 pages).  At: http://hsc-democrats.house.gov/HS/Press+Releases/REPORT+FINDS+THAT+AMERICAS+RAIL+AND+MASS+TRANSIT+SYSTEMS+ARE+IN+DANGER.htm 
(6)  PANDEMIC:

McNeil, Donald G. Jr.  "Agriculture Department Faulted on Bird Flu Efforts."  New York Times, June 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/21/washington/21flu.html
(7)  PREPAREDNESS:

Government Technology.  "DHS Says No Clearly Defined Command Structure of States and Urban Areas."  June 20, 2006.  At:

http://www.govtech.net/magazine/channel_story.php/99941
Martz, Michael.  "Is VA Prepared For Disaster?  The Answer is No In Some Areas."  Richmond Times -Dispatch, June 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD/MGArticle/RTD_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1149188635893 
O'Marah. Kevin.  "The Real Disaster:  Inadequate Preparation."  Business Week Online, June 21, 2006.  At:

http://www.businessweek.com/technology/content/jun2006/tc20060621_400641.htm 
(8)  RECOVERY:  

New York Times (Editorial).  "The New Orleans Muddle."  June 21, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/21/opinion/21Wed1.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
(9)  WAR ON TERROR:

Cheney, Dick.  "Vice President's Remarks at the Gerald R. Ford Journalism Prize Luncheon Followed by Q&A" (National Press Club, Washington, DC).  Washington, DC:  White House, June 19, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/06/20060619-10.html
[Scroll down to response to question on "Are we winning the war on terror?"]

PBS Frontline.  "The Dark Side" (About Vice President Cheney and War on Terror).  June 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/darkside/    Note:  This is a large collection of interviews with links to articles, reports and readings.  The Preface to this collection states that "After 9/11, Vice President Richard Cheney seized the initiative.  He pushed to expand executive power, transform America's intelligence agencies and bring the war on terror to Iraq.  But first he had to take on George Tenet's CIA for control over intelligence."  Amongst the interviews:  

Gary Bernsten. Retired CIA (18 pages)

John Brennan.  Retired CIA, Chief of Staff to George Tenet (16 pages) 
Richard Clarke.  Retired, National Security Council (17 pages) 
Steve Coll. Author,"Ghost Wars: Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, & Bin Laden" (22 pages) 
Lt. Gen. Michael DeLong, Retired, Deputy Director, CENTCOM (19 pages) 
Tyler Drumheller.  Retired Division Chief, CIA Directorate of Operations (28 pages) 

Carl W. Ford, Jr., Director of State Dept. Bureau of Intelligence, 2001-2003 (20 pages) Senator Bob Graham (D-FL), (10 pages)

Richard Kerr.  Retired CIA Deputy Director for Intelligence (20 pages) 
F. Michael Maloof.  Retire, DOD, Policy Counterterrorism Evaluation Group (14 pages) John McLaughlin.  Retired Deputy Director CIA (19 pages) Paul Pillar.  Retired, CIA (20 pages) 
Michael Scheuer, former Chief of CIA's Bin Laden Desk, 1995-1999 (16 pages)

Gary C. Schroen. Retired, CIA Directorate of Operations (25 pages) 
Lawrence Wilkerson.  Retired Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell (17 pages)

(10)  WORST US DISASTERS DOCUMENT:

Added St. Francis, Cal. Dam failure (500 deaths) to my Worst U.S.Disasters document and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to replace earlier draft -- found as an appendix to the Hazards, Disasters and US Emergency Management - An Introduction draft course -- "Courses Under Development section -- Free College Courses tab -- EM HiEd Project website.
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