June 21, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  10TH ANNUAL FEMA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Received breakout session reports from the following volunteer emergency management students:

Henrike Brecht (henrike@hurricane.lsu.edu).  Report of the Session "FEMA Catastrophic Disaster Response Operations and Recovery Project" (Wednesday, June 6th 2007, 2nd Round of Afternoon Breakout Sessions).  Session was led by Micheal Pawlowski from FEMA Headquarters.

Holly Bryant, Arkansas Tech University Graduate Studies, on "Current Research on Disaster: Political Science" (1st Round of Thursday, June 7th, Afternoon Breakout Session), Moderated by Dr. Bill Newmann, and featuring as Presenters: Dr. Saundra K. Schneider of the university of Michigan and Dr. Richard T. Sylves, University of Delaware.

Jennifer Davey (Jennifer.davey@seattlechildrens.org), on "Growing Existing Emergency Management Collegiate Programs: Upper Division and Graduate Levels-What Works?" (2nd Round of Wednesday, June 6th, Afternoon Breakout Session 3:10-5pm).

Jodi DiGennaro, M.B.A., Student, Emergency Management Program, Adelphi University, Garden City, NY, on Dr. Craig Zachlod's (Emergency Management Coordinator, 
California Community College, Ukiah, CA) Breakout Session entitled "Building Community College Emergency Management Educational Programs:  An Exploration of Best Practices" (1:00-2:50 1st Round of Tuesday, June 5th, Afternoon Breakout Sessions).

Craig Keith (craig.keith@comcast.net) on "The Nation's Homeland Security and Emergency Management Discussion" (First Round of Wednesday, June 6th, Afternoon Breakout Session), Moderated by Bob Jaffin, Program Manager, American Public University; and presenting Glen Woodbury, Associate Director, Executive Education Programs, Center for Homeland Defense and Security, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA.

Kimberly Kirschner, on "Revitalization/Revamping of Emergency Preparedness Technology Collegiate Programs in North Carolina" (Afternoon Breakout Session 2nd Round of Thursday June 7th, 2007). Kimberly can be reached at:  Kimberly.Kirschner@ndsu.edu 
David C. Kloiber (dkloiber@adelphi.edu), on "Pre-Conference Workshop (Monday, June 4th, Afternoon Session) on the National Incident Management System (NIMS)," presented by Al Fluman, Acting Director of the Incident Management Systems Division of the DHS National Integration Center.

Forwarded breakout session reports to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM Hi-Ed Project website -- Hi-Ed Conferences section -- 2007 Conference -- embedded in agenda.  Also forwarded to Admin Support for incorporation onto CD ROM of all conference materials which will be available shortly after receipt of the last breakout session report.

(2)  DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES ESTABLISHES BIODEFENSE SCIENCE BOARD:

Department of Health and Human Services.  "Public Health Advisory Board Established to Advise HHS Secretary on Chemical, Biological or Radiological Agents" (Biodefense Science Board)."  Washington, DC:  HHS Press Office, June 19, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2007pres/06/pr20070619a.html
Additional BSB information can be found at:

http://www.hhs.gov/aspr/omsph/nbsb/
(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Associated Press.  "Sacramento To Push For Federal Levee Exemption."

June 20, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/state/20070620-1326-ca-brf-norcal-leveeprotection.html 
[Excerpt:  "Several local governments plan to ask federal flood regulators to allow building to continue in the Natomas basin, even though levees there do not offer the minimum protection required under federal law.... projected flood depths...could reach as high as 20 feet in some areas of Natomas."] 

Schwartz, John.  "New Orleans Still at Risk, Army Data Show."  New York Times, June 21, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/21/us/21orleans.html?_r=1&hp&oref=slogin
[Excerpt:  "The report shows that despite considerable improvement, large swaths of the city are still likely to be flooded in a major storm.... The analysis of the city's risk, more than a year behind schedule and still a work in progress, is an enormously ambitious attempt to figure out just how risky it is to live in New Orleans, and is the first time the corps has released such a tool to the public anywhere in the nation.... One of the biggest problems, Mr. Powell said {Donald Powell, the head of Gulf Coast reconstruction for the Bush administration}, is that people have lived in New Orleans for generations and believe that the city would have been largely undamaged if the levees had held, but the new report says that the force of Hurricane Katrina would have caused extensive damage even if the levees had held."]

Whorisky, Peter.  "Corps Details New Orleans Flood Risk After Repairs - Study Likely to Stir Rebuilding Debate."  Washington Post, June 21, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/20/AR2007062001890.html 
[Excerpt:  "Exactly how risky is it to live here? Today, for the first time since Hurricane Katrina, U.S. officials offered some specific answers, the results of a landmark study of the flood threat. After nearly two years of levee repairs, the chances are 1 in 500 that nearly all of the city will be flooded again this year with more than six feet of water, according to flood risk maps issued today by the Army Corps of Engineers. There is a 1 in 100 annual chance that roughly one-third of the city will be flooded with as much as six feet of water. For dozens of city blocks, the chance of significant flooding is twice as high."]

For additional information, suggest going to: http://nolarisk.usace.army.mil/use.htm
(4)  ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACTS OF DISASTERS: NAS HURRICANE KATRINA WORKSHOP SUMMARY:

National Academy of Sciences.  Environmental Public Health Impacts of Disasters:  Hurricane Katrina, Workshop Summary.  Washington, DC: National Academies Press, Institute of Medicine, June 2007, 100 pages. Accessed at:  http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=11840
Contains:

Preface, Paul G. Rogers, Chair, Roundtable on Environmental Health Sciences, Research, Medicine.  
Summary by the Planning Committee
Introduction by Lynn Goldman, Roundtable Vice-Chair 
Chapter 2, Hurricane Katrina: Challenges, Concerns, Policies, and Needs," by EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson 
Chapter 3, Hurricane Katrina: Challenges for the Community 
Chapter 4, Nature and Extent of Environmental Exposures 
Chapter 5, Health Monitoring, Assessment, and Response 
Chapter 6, Community Involvement in Response to Disasters 
Chapter 7, Research to Address Gaps in Environmental Health Assessments During Disasters 
Chapter 8, Moving Forward, by Lynn Goldman, Roundtable Vice Chair 
References 
Appendix A: Workshop Agenda 
Appendix B: Speakers and Panelists 
Appendix C: Workshop Participants

(5)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Connor, Steve (Science Editor).  "The Earth Today Stands in Imminent Peril."  The Independent (UK), June 19, 2007.  At:

http://environment.independent.co.uk/climate_change/article2675747.ece
[Subtitle:  "...and nothing short of a planetary rescue will save it from the environmental cataclysm of dangerous climate change. Those are not the words of eco-warriors but the considered opinion of a group of eminent scientists writing in a peer-reviewed scientific journal."]

[First sentence:  "Six scientists from some of the leading scientific institutions in the United States have issued what amounts to an unambiguous warning to the world: civilization itself is threatened by global warming."]

(6)  HIGH RISK (SPECIAL NEEDS) POPULATIONS AND DISASTER:

Phillips Brenda.  "Big Medicine for High Risk Populations in Disaster Situations."  June 20, 2007, 3 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.bigmedicine.ca/specialfeature.htm
[Excerpt:  "Although much finger-pointing went on after Hurricane Katrina, it remains clear that the problem is systemic, embedded within every level of the eco-system. Government alone cannot tackle the problems sufficiently. Disaster preparedness and risk reduction for those most likely to be affected rests on the shoulders of all of us, as family members, as part of a broader community, as professionals in the emergency management sector, as government staff and elected officials.  What we require is a true sea change, a shift in how we do things and whom we include or exclude. Big medicine for disasters requires a shift in the way we do things, to insure that no single person is expendable because we just couldn't get to them. Though people have been rescued from the rooftops, symbolically, they remain there until we effect big change." 

Note:  Dr. Phillips is a Senior Researcher with the Center for the Study of Disasters and Extreme Events and is a Full Professor in the Fire and Emergency Management Program, Department of Political Science, at Oklahoma State University. She has taught emergency management, research methods and social science courses for 26 years. Her work has been funded multiple times by the National Science Foundation, U.S.

Geological Survey and others. Dr. Phillips has given invited presentations to the U.S. National Weather Service, the U.S. National Academies of Science, the New Zealand Ministries of Civil Defense and of Health, and the Australian Emergency Management Institute among others. Her work has been published in numerous scholarly journals, refereed proceedings and books and has been posted on the FEMA Higher Education web site. She is an associate editor for Natural Hazards Review, serves on the Advisory Board for Tulsa Partners, Inc., and is the immediate past secretary-treasurer of the International Research Committee on Disasters. brenda.phillips@okstate.edu] 
(7)  IAEM LIST SERVE COMMENTARY ON FEMA ADVISORY COUNCIL SELECTIONS:

"...there is not, even close to, real, typical, local emergency manager on the list...."

"Why are you complaining? There are no - zero - Business Continuity/COOP planners on the list. So much for avoidance/mitigation planning for the tax base and government infrastructure (as in "whole thing," not just "IT")."

"I don't know whether to laugh or cry."

"...I am disappointed that there is no one representing education."

"I am not thrilled with the list, believing it is somewhat skewed in perspective. But, to be honest, I don't think we could expect a list that made everyone happy. From the comments I've seen so far, an inclusive council would have to include: 

Hurricane expert

Tornado expert

Flooding expert

Wildland expert

Winter storm expert

Earthquake

Expert

Civil unrest expert

Terrorism expert

HAZMAT expert

Physician - Epidemiologist

Physician - Trauma and associated injuries Physician - Chemical injury and associate injuries Disaster impact specialist (sociologist) Counseling experts (i.e. clergy, counselors, CISM, etc.) NVOAD representative(s) Sheltering experts Evacuation planners Transportation engineers Insurance industry representative Representatives for private infrastructure (i.e, energy, communications, transport, etc.)Mitigation planning expert HAM radio group representative Emergency Management representative (local level - rural) Emergency Management representative (local level - urban) Emergency Management representative (state level) Public Assistance Program expert Individual Assistance Program expert Recovery planning expert Ethicist Public works representative PIO Local law enforcement representative Fire department representative EMS representative Public Health representative Medical Examiner/Coroner Business COOP expert Government COOP expert Meteorologist Emergency communications (E911) representative Emergency planning expert State law enforcement representative Legal advisor US Army representative US Navy representative US Coast Guard representative Elected official representative - local level Elected official representative - state level Elected official representative - federal level Elected official representative - tribal Education - primary/secondary institutions Education - higher educational institutions  (And I starting typing long before I ran out of ideas)  Just a thought...."

(8)  IAEM UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES SPECIAL INTEREST SECTOR COMMITTEE WEBSITE AND INFO:

The International Association of Emergency Managers has recently created a "Universities & Colleges Special Interest Sector Committee" essentially representing professional emergency managers who work for colleges and universities. Amongst the information posted to this website are four documents stemming from a June 14, 2007 "IAEM UCC" meeting:

"By-Laws, 'Universities & Colleges' Special Interest Sector Committee," 8 pages

"Committee Membership Roster" (6 pages) "Meeting Minutes, IAEM Universities and Colleges Committee, 6-14-07" (6 pages) "Strategic Plan 2007-2008" (3 pages).

These and other materials can be accessed at: http://www.iaem.com/Committees/College/
(9)  PANDEMIC:

Australian Department of Health and Ageing.  National Pandemic Influenza Exercise, Exercise Cumpston 06 Report.  Canberra:  June 7, 2007, 80 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/wcms/publishing.nsf/Content/ohp-cumpston-report.htm 
[Abstract:  "Exercise Cumpston 06 was the first major event of its kind conducted by the Department of Health and Ageing. The aim was to exercise the capacity and capability of the Australian health system to prevent, detect and respond to an influenza pandemic. This document provides an evaluation report on the exercise."]  Contains sections on:

Executive Summary (Key Recommendations, Report Outline and Scope) Aims and Objectives Current Preparedness and Planning Exercise Activities Exercise Outcomes Exercise Lessons Learned Conclusion Annex:  Managing Exercise Cumpston 06

Government Accountability Office.  Influenza Pandemic:  Efforts to Forestall Onset Are Under Way; Identifying Countries at Greatest Risk Entails Challenges (GAO-07-604 Report to Congressional Requestors). Washington, DC:  GAO,  June 20, 2007, 78 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-604
National Academy of Sciences.  Ethical and Legal Considerations in Mitigating Pandemic Disease:  Workshop Summary.  Washington, DC: National Academies Press, June 2007, 251 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11917.html#toc  Includes sections on:

Summary and Assessment

Learning from Pandemics Past

Planning for Pandemic Influenza

Strategies for Disease Containment

Ethical Issues in Pandemic Planning and Response

Roos, Robert.  "Flu Vaccine Makers Get HHS Funds to Prepare For Pandemic."  CIDRAP, June 20, 2007.  At:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/jun2007vaccine.html 
[Excerpt:  "Federal health officials last week announced the awarding of contracts totaling $132.5 million to help two vaccine producers get ready to start churning out vaccines in the event of a flu pandemic."]

Trade Unions Congress (UK).  Pandemic Flu Guidance for Unions.  United Kingdom, TUC, June 2007, 7 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.tuc.org.uk/extras/fluguidance.pdf
[Excerpt:  "It is estimated that from the initial outbreak of a new influenza virus strain, once it is in the UK, it could spread to all major cities within one to two weeks with a peak around 50 days from initial entry in the country. Influenza pandemics occur either in a single wave or several waves several weeks apart.  The fatality rate for previous pandemics has varied from 0.2% to 2% with between 25% and 50% of the population being affected during the outbreak. This compares with a death rate from avian H5N1 virus of over 50%.... The government's 'worst case' guess is that the 50% of the population could become ill over a period of 3-6 months with a maximum of 750,000 deaths as a result. However this is the worst of the likely outcomes and, in reality any pandemic would probably be much less severe."]

United States Congress.  Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act. Public Law 109-417 (120 Stat. 2831).  Washington, DC:  U.S. Congress, December 19, 2006, 51 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.hhs.gov/aspr/omsph/nbsb/publiclaw109417.pdf
(10)  TERRORISM:

House Committee on Foreign Affairs.  Extraordinary Rendition In U.S. Counterterrorism Policy: The Impact on Transatlantic Relations.  Joint Hearing before the Subcommittee on International Organizations, Human Rights, and Oversight, and the Subcommittee on Europe of the Committee on Foreign Affairs.  Washington, DC:  U.S. Congress, April 17, 2007, 50 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.fas.org/irp/congress/2007_hr/rendition.pdf
[Note:  More lively, frank and attention-grabbing than your average hearing.]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
