June 9, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

It's over!  About 280 in attendance at the beginning -- down to about half at the end.  Lively and interesting presentations and discussions.  No time to "talk" about until perhaps next week.  Will have "conference proceedings (compilation of papers and power points) up on the EM HiEd Project homepage in near future -- within the HiEd Conferences Tab (left side of homepage) -- click on Higher Education Conference 2006 -- then click on any title or name in blue letters to access material embedded in the conference agenda which serves as the framework for materials accessed.

(2)  FEMA:

Kotter, John.  "Changing FEMA."  Forbes.com, June 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.forbes.com/2006/06/02/government-FEMA-hurricane-cx_jk_0602reformingfema_print.html 
Strohm, Chris.  "Chertoff Warns Senators Against An Independent FEMA,"

Congress Daily, June 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34293&dcn=e_gvet
Strohm, Chris.  "House Leaders Wait As Panels Feud Over FEMA Reforms."

Congress Daily, June 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0606/060606cdam1.htm
U.S. Senate, Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Hearing on National Emergency Management:  Where Does FEMA Belong?  June 8, 2006, 13 pages.  Accessed at: http://hsgac.senate.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=362 
[Contains statements by DHS Secretary Chertoff, USCG Commandant Thad Allen, Dr. Donald F. Kettl of the Fels Institute of Government, University of Pennsylvania, and Dr. John R. Harrald, Director of the Institute for Crisis, Disaster and Risk Management, George Washington University.  

No surprise that in that Senators Lieberman and Collins want FEMA to stay in DHS, the panel was stacked with those who supported that position -- a point noted by Senator Frank Lautenberg (Dem. NJ) who asked for another hearing with witnesses who disagree with this position. Would have been a more interesting discussion to have had James Lee Witt and a State Emergency Management Director also on the panel expressing another point of view -- with a chance for Senators to go back and forth between those with opposing points of view.]

(3)  KATRINA:

Kitfield, James.  "New Coast Guard Chief Discusses Lessons Learned From Katrina."  National Journal, June 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34234&dcn=todaysnews
Washington Post (Editorial).  "Katrina's Unlearned Lessons - A Government Agency Admits Error, and Congress Wants To Reward It."  June 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/06/AR2006060601329_pf.html 
(4)  NIMS INTEGRATION CENTER, NEW NIMS RESOURCE MGMT. COURSE:

The NIMS (National Incident Management System) Integration Center and the FEMA Emergency Management Institute have recently released a new Independent Study course on "NIMS Resource Management" -- accessible at:

http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/is/is703.asp
From a June 5th Press Release:

"Resource management is a key component of the National Incident Management System (NIMS), which standardizes the procedures and functions involved in the resource management process. NIMS resource management provides a uniform way to identify, acquire, allocate and track resources including personnel, teams, equipment and supplies.  It is tied to mutual aid, resource typing, the use of common terminology and credentialing.  

Primary tasks addressed in the course, which is called IS-703 NIMS Resource Management, involve establishing systems to describe, inventory, request and track resources; activate the systems and dispatch resources prior  to and during an incident; and deactivation or recall of resources. The course demonstrates how resources, such as personnel, teams, facilities, equipment and supplies, are managed through advance planning, resource identification and ordering, categorizing resources, use of agreements, acquisition management, management information systems, and protocols for ordering, mobilizing and dispatching.  

Course Length:  Approximately three to four hours. 

Audience: Government, private-sector, and nongovernmental organization individuals and teams who are charged with working together in a network to manage resources during domestic incidents.  

Course Goal:   To enable incident managers, logistics managers, and other state, local or tribal officials to plan for, manage and implement resource management systems for times of crisis and disaster.  

Classroom Course:  Although it is designed to be taken online as an interactive web-based course, classroom materials for this course are under development.  When available, materials may be downloaded for instructors to deliver to groups."    

(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

Douglas, Jack Jr. and Bill Hanna.  "Getting Ready To Run - Storm Season Has Many Uneasy Despite New Evacuation Plans."  Star-Telegram (Fort Worth, TX), June 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/state/14714684.htm
First Response Coalition.  The Imminent Storm 2006:  Vulnerable Emergency Communications in Eight Hurricane Prone States.  April 2006, 20 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.firstresponsecoalition.org/ -- scroll down and click on title of report.

Government Accountability Office.  Hurricanes Katrina And Rita:

Coordination Between FEMA and the Red Cross Should Be Improved for the

2006 Hurricane Season ((GAO-06-712).  Washington DC:  GAO, June 2006, 39 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/repandtest.html
Government Accountability Office.  U.S. Tsunami Preparedness:  Federal and State Partners Collaborate to Help Communities Reduce Potential Impacts, But Significant Challenges Remain (GAO-06-519).  Washington DC:

GAO, June 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-06-519
Marino, Jonathan.  "Coast Guard Leader:  Disaster Plan Needs Avian Flu Provisions."  Government Executive, June 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34252&dcn=todaysnews
Scully, Megan.  "Panel Says Pentagon Must Improve Relations With States."  Congress Daily, June 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34248&dcn=e_gvet
(6)  RACE AND DISASTER RELIEF:

Morin, Richard.  "The Color of Disaster Assistance."  Washington Post, June 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/08/AR2006060801768.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(7)  SOCIAL VULNERABILITY APPROACH TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Sutherland, Daniel.  "Remarks at the National Hurricane Conference, April 14, 2006 by Daniel W. Sutherland, Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties."  Accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0842.xml
(8)  TERRORISM:

Dube, Rebecca Cook.  "Canada Faces 'Jihad Generation'."  Christian Science Monitor, June 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0606/p01s02-woam.htm
Phares, Walid.  "From London to Toronto:  Dismantling Terror Cells, Dodging Their Ideology."  Jewish World Review, June 5, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://jewishworldreview.com/0606/phares060506.php3
Washington Post (Editorial).  "Terrorists Target Milwaukee!"  June 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/02/AR2006060201516_pf.html 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission (Hans Blix, Chair).  Weapons of

Terror:  Freeing The World of Nuclear, Chemical and Biological Arms.

2006.  231 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.wmdcommission.org/files/Weapons_of_Terror.pdf
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