March 24, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  DHS Secretary Chertoff, Hearing on Confronting the Terrorist Threat to the Homeland: Six Years After 9/11).” 
Did not, apparently, post a note on this hearing at the time.  From Secretary Chertoff’s Prepared Statement: 

“Since becoming Secretary, I have set five major goals to focus our Department’s efforts on a core set of objectives.  These goals are as follows: 1) keeping dangerous people from entering our country; 2) keeping dangerous cargo out of our country; 3) protecting critical infrastructure; 4) boosting emergency preparedness and response; and 5) strengthening DHS integration and management.  Because the focus of this hearing is threats to our homeland, my testimony will highlight only the first three goals: preventing dangerous people and dangerous cargo from entering our country, and protecting critical infrastructure.  I will also discuss our efforts to share information and intelligence necessary to achieve these goals.” 

Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Secretary Chertoff Before the Senate Committee on Homeland Security [Hearing on] “Confronting the Terrorist Threat to the Homeland: Six Years After 9/11).” Washington, DC:  September 10, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/testimony/testimony_1189515509899.shtm 

(2)  DHS Secretary Chertoff Before House HLS Committee on FY 2009 Budget Request: 
Posted a note here in the EM Hi Ed Report on the February 14th, Senate Prepared Statement for the Record on the FY 2009 DHS Budget Request, but see that the House Statement was missed.  If one has read the Senate Statement this one is very similar. 

Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Secretary Chertoff, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security, “FY 2009 Budget Request.”  Washington, DC:  February 13, 2008. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/testimony/testimony_1203008767192.shtm 

(3)  Emergency Support Function (ESF) #3 – Public Works and Engineering, IS-803: 
Course Overview:  The National Response Framework (NRF) presents the guiding principles that enable all response partners to prepare for and provide a unified national response to disasters and emergencies – from the smallest incident to the largest catastrophe.  As part of the NRF, Emergency Support Functions (ESFs) are primary mechanisms at the operational level used to organize and provide assistance.  This series of courses is designed to overview each of the 15 ESFs.  This course provides an introduction to Emergency Support Function (ESF) #3 – Public Works and Engineering. 
Course Objectives:  At the end of this lesson, you will be able to: 
Describe the overall purpose and scope of ESF #3. 

Identify the supplemental assistance ESF #3 provides to State, tribal, and local governments.  

Identify typical actions accomplished by ESF #3 resources and teams. 

Describe the types of partnerships formed between ESF #3 and other response agencies and organizations. 

Primary Audience:  This course is intended for government executives, private-sector and nongovernmental organization (NGO) leaders, and emergency management practitioners.  This includes senior elected and appointed leaders, such as Federal department or agency heads, State Governors, mayors, tribal leaders, and city or county officials – those who have a responsibility to provide for effective response. 
Prerequisite:   IS-800.B National Response Framework, An Introduction or Equivalent 
Federal Emergency Management Agency.  IS-803, Emergency Support Function (ESF) #3 – Public Works and Engineering.  Emmitsburg, MD: EMI, Independent Study, March 13, 2008. Accessed at: http://training.fema.gov:80/EMIWeb/IS/IS803.asp 

(4)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008 Notes: 
Note 1:  ArcGIS Workshop, Monday, June 2, 2008:  Received from Kevin J Mickey, GISP 

Director, Professional Education and Outreach, The Polis Center, Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis  a description of his workshop for posting on the agenda 

“This half-day workshop will provide participants with an introduction to using ArcGIS for emergency management.  The workshop will be presented with a combination of lectures, demonstrations, and instructor-led exercises.  The workshop will begin with an overview of GIS concepts and terminology.  It will then provide hands-on exposure to a series of key ArcGIS tools that empower users with the ability to perform fundamental, but powerful GIS tasks.  These include symbolizing existing spatial information such as the distribution of population within a county or landuse by category; asking questions such as ‘how many structures are located in a floodplain,’ or ‘what is the total population exposed to an earthquake’; and creating new spatial information such as roads, floodplains, or buildings that can then be mapped and analyzed to answer a question or explain a concept.  It is anticipated that at the conclusion of this segment of the course, participants will have the necessary skills to begin constructing meaningful exercises that can be used in their classrooms. 

“The workshop will conclude with a brief discussion of how the analytical abilities of GIS can support the complex needs of the emergency management community which require moving beyond the question of where is a problem is to identifying what can be done to address the problem.   During this part of the workshop participants will be introduced to the capabilities of HAZUS-MH, a powerful free GIS application available from the Federal Emergency Management Agency that can help identify risk as well as appropriate mitigation actions that can lead to the reduction of loss of life and property from floods, earthquakes, and hurricanes. Finally, the workshop will end with a discussion of how GIS can be applied in a higher education environment.  This will involve a brief discussion of research and teaching applications as well as resources that are available to support these areas. 

“This workshop will be offered two times on Monday, June 2, 2008. Agenda for each workshop: 

Workshop 1:  
8:00 – 8:15 – Introduction 

  

8:15 – 9:45 – ArcGIS Fundamentals (ArcGIS Basics, Symbolizing Data) 

9:45 – 10:00 – Break 

10:00 – 11:00 – ArcGIS Fundamentals (Queries, Data Creation and Editing) 

11:00 – 11:30 – Spatial Analysis 



1:30-Noon – GIS in Higher Education – Opportunities and Resources 

Workshop 2 – the same, though starts at 1:00 and ends at 5:00 

Note 2 – ICS for Educators:  Marty Singer of the EMI Disaster Operations & Recovery section, confirmed today that he will develop and lead an afternoon Conference Breakout Session on ICS For Educators.  Have not yet decided on the 3rd, 4th, or 5th.  An abstract for the agenda was provided and copied in below: 

“There are currently ICS courses for Healthcare/Hospitals, Law Enforcement, Schools and Public Works Personnel. Is it time for a new course called ICS for Colleges or can we create an amalgam that reflects the needs of the post secondary teaching environment? This program will identify key ICS principles and participants will be asked to recommend if another specialized course is indicated.” 

For additional information, Marty Singer can be reached at Martin.Singer@dhs.gov  

Note 3 – Ward and Wamsley – From an Uncertain Past to an Uncertain Future: 
While all the t’s have not been crossed, we have been communicating with Dr. Robert Ward, currently at Louisiana State University, concerning trying to schedule he and Dr. Wamsley onto the agenda for a Breakout Session derivative of their concluding Chapter “ From an Uncertain Past to an Uncertain Future,” in the Public Entity Risk Institute book Emergency Management: The American Experience 1900-2005, edited by Claire Rubin, and published last June.  We communicated about this last year, but schedules did not work out to allow.  This year it looks like it will work out. 

Note 4:  Undergraduate Research and Service Learning in Emergency Management: 
Received an abstract today from Rebekah Green at Western Washington University for the breakout session she and Dr. Gigi Bernardi will be putting on at the conference – pasted in below: 

Expanding the Undergraduate Experience – Teaching Disaster Resilience Using Research and Service Learning 
Undergraduate students in disaster management programs can benefit greatly from involvement in research, service learning, and post-disaster reconnaissance. These experiences give students a chance to apply lessons learned in the classroom and can help students appreciate real-life complexities that are difficult to convey through lectures and class assignments. At Western Washington University, several disaster reduction and emergency management courses have incorporated undergraduates in research and contemporary local risk policy processes. The affiliated Institute for Global and Community Resilience has also initiated field research by utilizing undergraduate volunteers. During this session we will discuss the opportunities and challenges of undergraduate research as both tools for learning and advancing knowledge in the field. 

For additional information, Rebekah Green can be contacted at:  Rebekah.Green@wwu.edu 

Note 5:  Flood Risk with Dr. and General Gerald Galloway 

Talked with Dr./General Galloway today and confirmed that he will speak on Wednesday June 4th, from 11:00-12:00 on Flood Risk.  Amongst other accomplishments, Dr. Galloway led: 

 Interagency Floodplain Management Review Committee.  Sharing the Challenge: Floodplain Management into the Twenty-first Century (Galloway Report).  1994.  

A California Challenge – Flooding in the Central Valley:  A Report from an Independent Review Panel to the Department of Water Resources, State of California.  Galloway, Gerald E., Jr. Chair, Independent Review Panel. October 15, 2007, 65 pages.  

Note 6:  Homeland Security Strategic Agenda: 
Communicated with Philip Crowley today, author of the recent Save at Home report, noted below, and we were able to confirm his participation in this year’s conference and a breakout session presentation. 

Crowley, Philip J. Safe at Home: A National Security Strategy to Protect the American Homeland, the Real Central Front.  Center for American Progress, February 2008, 92 pages. Accessed at: http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2008/02/safe_at_home.html 

(5)  Wainstein Nomination – From the DHS News Briefing for March 24th: 
“Some Question Wainstein's Emergency Management Experience.   CQ Homeland Security (3/22, Fowler) reported, "President Bush made a shrewd decision in tabbing Kenneth L. Wainstein, head of the Justice Department's National Security division, as his top homeland security adviser, experts said Thursday, but some were concerned the White House was continuing to overlook emergency management." CQ quoted Randall Larsen, founding director of the Institute for Homeland Security, who said the choice "reconfirms that the White House sees homeland security as a counterterrorism issue and does not include natural disasters." CQ notes other "experts" who were critical of the choice, but also quotes former CBP Commissioner Robert C. Bonner, who "called Wainstein 'an excellent choice.'" 
(6)  Email Backlog:  765 beginning of the day – 553 at the end. 

The End. 
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