March 25, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response College Course Development Project: 
Received a note from co-lead course developer Drew Bumbak, Director of the Center for Emergency Education & Disaster Research at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County.  His note states that: 

The developer for Session 3, “Variables and Relationships,” will be Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas. 

The developer for Session 5, “Political and Legal Issues,” will be Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, and 

The developer of the as-yet un-numbered Session on “Leadership in Catastrophe,” will be Dr. Janet Benini, Georgetown University and George Washington University. 

(2)  FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008 Notes: 
Note 1:  General Galloway (USA Retired), the Glenn L. Martin Institute Professor of Engineering, and an affiliate professor of Public Policy at the University of Maryland, College Park, wrote to provide a title and abstract for his Wednesday, June 4th Plenary Presentation:  

“Why Won’t They Listen? The Challenge of Communicating Risk to Decision Makers and the Public” 
Emergency managers are well aware of the hazards and associated risks that face their communities, yet in many cases they find it difficult to convince their leaders and the public at large that “bad events” do happen, that they can cause severe consequences, and that they must be prepared to deal with these events.  What can professionals in the natural hazard field do to meet this challenge and bring their stakeholders into the world of reality? 
Dr. Galloway also provided a one-page bio sheet which will be posted in “Participant Information,” Conference section of the website, in the near future. Recommend taking a look.  The conference section is at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/educonference08.asp 

Note 2:  National Incident Management Systems (NIMS) Breakout Session: 
Have been able to confirm Jeffery A. Hartle, CFPS, MIFireE, Visiting Assistant Professor of Public Affairs Coordinator, Disaster and Emergency Management Emphasis Master of Public Affairs Degree Hauptmann School for Public Affairs, Park University, will be able to join the NIMS Breakout Session. 

Note 3:  The Impetus for Preparedness Mission Integration and Collaboration 

Received today from David Sulek, a Principal with Booz Allen Hamilton’s U.S. Security Team, a title and abstract for their conference Breakout Session..  Dr. Sulek will be presenting with Dr. Doug Himberger, and Stephen Krill, also with Booz Allen Hamilton. 

  

“Leaders are becoming increasingly aware that the challenges we face -- global competitiveness, health care reform, environmental risks, energy security, antiquated infrastructures -- can no longer be solved by acting alone.  As evidenced by the tragic events of 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina, and as government institutions have planned for the potential threat of a global pandemic, this same rule applies to national and international preparedness and response activities. Elected officials and emergency managers at all levels hear the call for greater collaboration across the public sector, the private sector, and civil society (e.g., non-governmental organizations, charitable organizations, grassroots or community groups).  But how can this collaborative model be most effectively implemented?  Our firm recently published a book entitled Megacommunity that outlines a new approach to problem-solving, one that focuses on collaboration that transcends traditional jurisdictional boundaries; networked governance where the decision rights, risks, rewards, and responsibilities of the public sector, industry, and civil society are shared; and defining the overlapping vital interests of these three sectors that empower them to work collaboratively toward effective solutions.” 

(3)  Katrina – More Lessons: 
Horwitz, Steven.  Making Hurricane Response More Effective:  Lessons from the Private Sector and the Coast Guard During Katrina.  Arlington VA:  Mercatus Center, George Mason University, March 19, 2008, 23 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.mercatus.org/repository/docLib/20080319_MakingHurricaneReponseEffective_19Mar08.pdf 
Executive Summary: 

“Many assume that the only viable option for emergency response and recovery from a natural disaster is one that is centrally directed. However, highlighted by the poor response from the federal government and the comparatively effective response from private retailers and the Coast Guard after Hurricane Katrina, this assumption seems to be faulty. Big-box retailers such as Wal-Mart were extraordinarily successful in providing help to damaged communities in the days, weeks, and months after the storm. This Policy Comment provides a framework for understanding why private retailers and the Coast Guard mounted an effective response in the Gulf Coast region. Using this framework provides four clear policy recommendations: 

1.      Give the private sector as much freedom as possible to provide resources for relief and recovery efforts and ensure that its role is officially recognized as part of disaster protocols. 

2.      Decentralize government relief to local governments and non-governmental organizations and provide that relief in the form of cash or broadly defined vouchers. 

3.      Move the Coast Guard and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) out of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

4.      Reform “Good Samaritan” laws so that private-sector actors are clearly protected when they make good faith efforts to help. 

“If disaster situations are to be better handled in the future, it is important that institutions are in place so that actors have the appropriate knowledge to act and incentives to behave in ways that benefit others.  The framework and recommendations provided in this paper help to provide a good understanding of the appropriate institutions.” 

  

(4)  Email Backlog:  600 beginning of the day, 573 at day’s end. 

  

The End. 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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