May 11, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  10th ANNUAL ALL-HAZARDS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Scheduled a 5th breakout session for the 2nd round of breakout sessions on Thursday, June 7th, 2:45-4:15:

5. From Lessons-Learned to Lessons-Taught:  Post-Katrina Implications for University Hazard-Related Curricula

Presenter: John J. Kiefer, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Master of Public Administration Program, University of New Orleans, New Orleans, Louisiana, JKiefer@UNO.edu 
Description:  "The stage for this interactive roundtable discussion will be set by a brief overview of several recently completed or ongoing studies about lessons-learned after Katrina, the use of these lessons by emergency managers, and suggestions as to how university curricula can implement changes to reflect the lessons from Katrina and the needs of the emergency management community.  The majority of the time will be devoted to feedback from the participants.  The roundtable will actively seek discussion, soliciting new viewpoints and recommendations as to how to incorporate the larger body of literature on emergency management lessons-learned post-Katrina into a best-practice approach to university hazard-related curricula.  The results of the discussion will be collected and shared with participants."

Accepted offer of Dr. Richard Bissell, Graduate Program Director, Department of Emergency Health Services, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Baltimore, MD, to serve as the Moderator of the "Emergency Management Graduate Students Research Projects" Breakout Session, 2:45-4:15, Thursday, June 7th.

Accepted offer of Robert T. Berry, CEM, Associate Professor, Bachelor of Science Emergency Management Degree Program Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC, to Moderate the "E-learning in Emergency Management - Design, Development and Presentation of Online Emergency Management Courses at the Undergraduate and Graduate Levels" Breakout Session, from 3:10 - 5:00 - 2nd Round of Tuesday, June 5th.

Added to the 1:00-2:30, 1st Round of Thursday June 7th, Afternoon Breakout Sessions on "Reports and Studies," Jennifer Holt Thamer, James Lee Witt Associates, Washington, CD and Denver, CO, on:  "Independent Report on the Mid-February 2007 Winter Storm Response for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania."

Added abstract and title to Maeve Dion's Presentation during the June 5th 1:00-2:30 Breakout Session devoted to legal and legislative issues:

Maeve Dion, J.D., Legal Research Associate, Critical Infrastructure Protection Program, George Mason University School of Law (Research Faculty), Arlington, VA 

Topic:  A Brief Survey of Other Disaster Law Issues

This presentation will cover a range of legal issues relating to emergency management; for example:

*
Key findings of the ABA Standing Committee on Law & National Security's Hurricane Katrina Task Force Subcommittee Report (including posse comitatus concerns, federalism challenges, state & local issues, and private sector integration);

*
Changes to the "Insurrection Act" and control of the National Guard in the FY 2007 Defense Authorization bills and conferenced legislation (and proposed legislation to reverse the changes); and

*
An initiative to change state "Good Samaritan" laws to limit liability of private sector organizations that assist in preparing for, and responding to, public health emergencies.

(2)  BOOK REVIEW -- CURSE OF THE NARROWS (1917 HALIFAX HARBOR, NOVA SCOTIA SHIP EXPLOSION:

Book by Laura M. MacDonald is reviewed by Steve Dunham, Senior Editor for Analytic Services.  Notes that "Although the disaster occurred 90 years ago, the response to the catastrophe holds lessons for today." Accessed at:

http://www.homelandsecurity.org/newjournal/BookReviews/displayBookReview2.asp?review=66 
(3)  UNIVERSITY OF UTAH -- INVESTIGATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

Received news from Dr. Thomas J. Cova, Department of Geography, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, to the effect that I'm pleased to say that there is movement on the certificate in emergency management, with Public Policy and Health Science involved.  It is going to be in draft form by the end of the summer and we are relying heavily on FEMA on-line resources."  For additional information, Dr. Cova can be reached at:  cova@geog.utah.edu 
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