May 15, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Saulney, Susan. "Development Rises on St. Louis Flood Plains." New York Times, May 14, 2007.  At:

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/15/us/15flood.html?_r=2&th&emc=th&oref=slogin&oref=slogin 
[Excerpt:  "...as the rush of water that caused the Missouri River to overflow its banks and submerge dozens of towns last week rolled toward St. Louis on Monday, attention was turned to a metropolitan region that since 1993 has seen runaway residential and commercial development in the rivers' flood paths. About 28,000 homes have been built and more than 6,000 acres of commercial and industrial space developed on land that was underwater in 1993, according to research by Nicholas Pinter, a geologist who studies the region at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale. Building is happening on flood plains across Missouri, but most of the development is in the St. Louis area, and it is estimated to be worth more than $2.2 billion. Though scientists warn about the danger of such building, the Missouri government has subsidized some of it through tax financing for builders....  Faith in the levees seems to trump other concerns here.... 'It's not going to flood here for another 100 years...and I won't be around by then.' But critics of the developments say someone else is likely to be around then, and taxpayers in general will carry the tab after the next disaster bailout. 'If history tells us anything, it's that levees once built eventually fail,' Professor Pinter said. 'But instead of being farmland there, now it's a strip mall or residential area, or a whole city.'.... Alan Dooley, a spokesman for the Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, said people, like water, had certain natural inclinations. 'People have a tendency to locate near water,' Mr. Dooley said. 'These people vote; they pay taxes. It's kind of difficult to go through with a broad brush and say, 'You all ought to get out of here'...."]

(2)  NATIONAL GUARD AND DISASTERS:

Scully, Megan.  "N.C. Governor Says Guard Ill-Prepared For Crises at Home."  Congress Daily, May 14, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=36909&dcn=todaysnews
[Excerpt:  "Lt. Gen. Steven Blum, chief of the Defense Department's National Guard Bureau, recently noted a 'death spiral' in readiness rates for Guard units, saying that, on average, most states have only 40 percent of their Army Guard equipment."

(3)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  Observations on DHS and FEMA Efforts to Prepare for and Respond to Major and Catastrophic Disasters and Address Related Recommendations and Legislation (Testimony of William O. Jenkins, Jr., Director, Homeland Security and Justice Issues, Before the Committee on Homeland Security, House of Representatives).  Washington, DC:  GAO (GAO-07-835T), May 15, 2007, 42 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07835t.pdf
Yepsen, Erica.  "New Systems Test Military, Civilian Communications During Exercises."  American Forces Press Service, 15 May 2007. At:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=46022
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
