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(1)  FEMA:

Associated Press.  "  Director:  FEMA More Prepared Than Ever For Hurricane Season."  May 17, 2007,  Accessed at:

http://www.sunherald.com/news/breaking_news/story/55117.html
[Excerpt:  "Paulison told a crowd of emergency responders and others at the Florida Governor's Hurricane Conference.... 'I want you to come work for FEMA,' he said, adding that he has authorization to hire 750 new staffers over the next three years."]

Lipowicz, Alice.  "FEMA Makes Communications A Priority."  Washington Technology, May 16, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontechnology.com/online/1_1/30680-1.html
Losey, Stephen.  "FEMA Builds Up Staff For Hurricane Season."  Federal Times, May 16, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=2761544
[Excerpt:  "The Federal Emergency Management Agency expects its work force to be at 95 percent strength when the 2007 hurricane season starts June 1. FEMA had 2,008, or roughly 90 percent, of its 2,247 allotted positions filled as of April 24, the agency said. FEMA Director David Paulison told the House Homeland Security Committee on May 15 that streamlined hiring practices, such as a February job fair where 42 out of 600 candidates were immediately hired, have helped fill many of those slots, he said. Paulison said FEMA is also converting 254 part-time positions to full time, and will hire disabled Iraq veterans. FEMA had about 500 positions, or 30 percent of its staff, unfilled when Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005, and only two of its 10 regional directorships were filled with full-time officials."]

St. John, Paige.  "Get Hurricane Plan, State Warns - FEMA Can Only Do So Much, Conference Participants Tell Public."  Southwest Florida News Press, May 17, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070517/WEATHER01/705170348 
[Excerpt:  "Florida Emergency Management Director Craig Fugate said he still has his own concerns about the new FEMA. Among them, Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff's decision to send his own point man to Florida when there is a hurricane. That would be in addition to FEMA's field officer, who would report to Paulison and from there the president, and have the ability to order federal agencies to respond to Florida needs. Fugate sees potential trouble with two top-brass officials simultaneously hitting the scene of disaster. 'It's one of these nonsensical things they've come up with,' he said. 'Why do I need a referee?'"] 

(2)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Carafano, James Jay and Matt A. Mayer.  "Spending Smarter:  Prioritizing Homeland Security Grants by Using National Standards and Risk Criteria." Washington, DC:  Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2033, May 10, 2007, 5 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandDefense/upload/bg_2033.pdf
(3)  LEGAL ISSUES:

Raths, David.  "Disaster Counsel."  Government Technology's Emergency Management, May 9, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/118803
(4)  NATIONAL DISASTER POLICY:

Carafano, James Jay and Matt A. Mayer.  "FEMA and Federalism:

Washington Is Moving in the Wrong Direction."  Washington, DC:  Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 2032, May 8, 2007, 7 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandDefense/bg2032.cfm
[Excerpt:  "Since Hurricane Katrina, Congress has focused too much attention on promoting Washington-centric solutions for dealing with disasters. Efforts to reform and restructure the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) are emblematic of the problem. While building a more efficient and effective FEMA is important, that is not Washington's most important job. Congress can best contribute to building a resil-ient and sustainable national capacity to deal with disasters by fostering systems that are consistent with the best practices of governance. This means returning to a reliance on the principle of federalism, which respects the roles and responsibilities of local, state, and federal governments. Instead of focusing on Washington-centric answers, Congress should:  Establish a higher threshold for what triggers a federal emergency declaration (e.g., a major disaster, emergency, or fire) and Focus FEMA primarily on preparing to respond to catastrophes, not routine emergencies. Raising rather than lowering the bar for federal intervention during emergencies will increase FEMA's capacity to respond effectively to large-scale disasters that would overwhelm state and local governments-- the kinds of catastrophes that demand a national response."]

(5)  SCHOOL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Government Accountability Office.  Emergency Management:  Status of School District's Planning and Preparedness (Statement of Cornelia M. Ashby, Director, Education, Workforce, and Income Security). Washington, DC: GAO-07-821T, 17May2007.

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d07821t.pdf
(6)  WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, DISASTER REDUCTION AND EMERGENCY PLANNING BA TRACK:

Received today for incorporation into the BA-Level Concentrations, Minors segment of the Emergency Management section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project website, the following:

["Huxley College of the Environment at Western Washington University offers a BA degree in Planning and Environmental Policy with an emphasis in Disaster Reduction and Emergency Planning.  A sequence of four courses is focused on disaster reduction, emergency planning, and history and theory of emergency management, in addition to required courses in technical writing and GIS. Students also take a planning and policy core, and two courses from a suite of seven in communications, management, geography, and geology. All of the courses are classroom based through discussion, research, papers, and projects.  A studio capstone in Disaster Reduction and Emergency Planning is required.  Two new tenure-track faculty have been hired (as part of an annual state appropriations of $250,000 for the program) to teach courses in the track and related electives. The degree is awarded by the Western Washington University.  

For information regarding the track contact: 

Gigi Berardi, Professor and Environmental Studies Chair Huxley College of the Environment / Western Washington University

Ph: (360) 650-3277; Email: Gigi.Berardi@wwu.edu  

Jason Levy, Assistant Professor

Huxley College of the Environment / Western Washington University

Ph: (360) 650-6487; Email: Jason.Levy@wwu.edu  

Scott Miles, Assistant Professor

Huxley College of the Environment / Western Washington University

Ph: (360) 650-2440; Email: Scott.Miles@wwu.edu 
For more information: 

Contact: Laura Jensen, Office Assistant

Huxley College of the Environment

Western Washington University

516 High Street  MS 9085

Bellingham, WA 98225

Phone: (360) 650-2070; Fax: (360) 650-7702; Email: Laura.Jensen@wwu.edu  

Contact: Sonny Kunchick, Research Assistant Huxley College of the Environment Western Washington University

516 High Street  MS 9085

Bellingham, WA 98225

Phone: (360) 650-3284; Fax: (360) 650-7702; Email: kunchif@cc.wwu.edu  Additional Information: http://www.wwu.edu/depts/huxley/  Additional Phone: (360) 650-2070."]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
