May 29, 2008 FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Building a Culture of Disaster Preparedness – One Small Step At A Time: 

  

Excerpt from really good idea culled from today’s DRU list-serve traffic: 

Here at Boston College we are developing a “Culture of Preparedness” using a number of outreach strategies such as presentations, handouts, posters, websites, etc.  One of the strategies is to conduct disaster preparedness outreach at our annual new student orientations during the summer.  As part of the orientation process, we hold an information table fair for students and parents to come by and ask questions and learn more about various programs on campus. 

John Tommaney 
Director of Emergency Management & Preparedness 

Boston College, Lawrence House 
john.tommaney@bc.edu 
  

(2)  DHS Information Sharing Strategy Released: 
Received today a memo to all DHS Components from Secretary Michael Chertoff transmitting a PDF file of the April 18, 2008 Department of Homeland Security Information Sharing Strategy, which we will attempt to attach to this emailed EM Hi-Ed Report.  In the event that this does not work (in that case probably “operator error”) we are pasting in Secretary’s Memo of Transmittal: 

The sharing of homeland security, law enforcement, and intelligence information is a core mission of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and is one of my top priorities as Secretary.  The failure of our intelligence and law enforcement agencies to “connect the dots” prior to the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, led to significant reforms across the government and created a sense of urgency around changing our policies and business practices to improve our information sharing capabilities.  Despite our success thus far at preventing another major attack on the homeland, the need to improve and institutionalize information sharing is no less urgent today than it was in 2001. 

Towards that end, I am releasing the Department’s Information Sharing Strategy, which provides strategic direction and guidance for all DHS information sharing efforts.  This strategy supports President Bush’s National Information Sharing Strategy and the broader National Strategy for Homeland Security, both issued in October 2007.  In February 2007, I set out my vision for the Department’s internal information sharing efforts in a memo that stated, “information shall be shared within DHS whenever the requesting officer or employee has an authorized purpose for accessing the information in the performance of his or her duties, possesses the requisite security clearance, and assures adequate safeguarding and protection of the information.”  The Information Sharing Strategy expands this vision to include external information sharing efforts and is informed by the following five guiding principles: 

1.      Fostering information sharing is a core DHS mission. 

2.      DHS must use the established governance structure to make decisions regarding information sharing issues. 

3.      DHS must commit sufficient resources to information sharing. 

4.      DHS must measure progress toward information sharing goals. 

5.      DHS must maintain information and data security and protect privacy and civil liberties. 

DHS employees share information every day in support of our mission, and the Department as a whole has made significant strides in improving our collaboration internally and with our Federal, State, local, and international partners.  This strategy outlines the path forward for focusing our efforts on achieving specific goals that will benefit the Department and our stakeholders, especially the American public whom we serve.  

I want to thank the members of my Information Sharing Governance Board, including board chairman Charles Allen, the Under Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis, and all the members of the Information Sharing Coordination Council who represent their respective components and contributed to this strategy. 

(3)  FEMA/EMI Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 2-5, 2008: 
Note 1:  Talked today with an aide to the Administrator of FEMA’s National Preparedness Directorate, Deputy FEMA Administrator Dennis Schrader, who tells me that Administrator Schrader has now been scheduled for a Congressional activity on Thursday, the day of his conference closeout presentation.  Mr. Schrader will be available Tuesday though, so we have moved him back to the Tuesday schedule, though that change is too late to reflect in the agenda within the conference notebooks.  Mr. Schrader, I gather, has some important and interesting remarks to make concerning emergency management higher education as well as addressing issues relating to training and EM Hi-Ed. 

Note 2:  Scheduled Mr. Brock Bierman, the Director of the Community Preparedness Division of the National Programs Directorate for an approximately two-hour breakout session on Tuesday June 3rd from 3:00-5:00.  In his capacity of Director of the Community Preparedness Directorate, Mr. Bierman is responsible for Citizen Corps and is in the process of coming to an official understanding with the American Association of Community Colleges. 

  

Note 3:  Moved EMI Superintendent, Dr. Cortez Lawrence, from June 5 Luncheon Presentation to 11:00 Plenary Presentation to take vacated place of Dennis Schrader who asked today to be moved to Tuesday Plenary.  

  

Just another day at EM Hi-Ed. 

(4)  FEMA Logistics -- and Preparedness: 

  

After stumbling to get relief materials quickly to where they were needed following Hurricane Katrina, the Federal Emergency Management Agency set about transforming its logistics operation.  “This is not just a modernization — we are building a completely new organization,” said Eric Smith, FEMA’s national logistics coordinator who is overseeing the project.  FEMA is adding personnel, restructuring lines of command, establishing links with other federal agencies, partnering with private-sector firms and rethinking the entire supply chain, Smith said.  “In April 2007, logistics was just a subdivision here,” Smith said. “We have now built a complete capability to respond to all disasters.” 

Thirteen months ago, there were 29 employees in the FEMA logistics operation. Today, there are 47, and the agency is authorized to hire 25 more this year and 30 more next year.  “One year ago, there was only one person here with logistics experience. Now, the team has 111 years of logistics experience combined,” Smith said.  The change at the top melds with changes all along the line.  “Katrina showed we did not have the capability in place to replenish what we had,” Smith said. “Our reliance was too much on what we had in stock.”  FEMA has developed several new approaches to disaster preparation. One is transparency: making visible to everyone concerned what FEMA has in stock — items such as blankets, generators and portable housing units…. 
  

(5)  Email Backlog:  523 in the am; 486 in the pm. 

  

The End. 

  

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Emergency Training Center 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

 “Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by FEMA. 

Privacy Policy | GovDelivery is providing this information on behalf of U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and may not use the information for any other purposes. 

FEMA · U.S. Department of Homeland Security · Washington, DC 20472 · 1 (800) 621-FEMA (3362) 

