November 3, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Catastrophe Readiness and Response – Upper Division Course Development Project: 
Received for review and approval a set of materials on and related to the three-hour Session 5:  “Political and Legal Issues.”  This 49-page session, and supporting materials, has been developed by Dr. John C. Pine, Director, Disaster Science & Management, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA.  There are four handouts and an accompanying Power Point slide set.  Will schedule time to review and respond. 

(2)  FEMA and Hurricane Ike Recovery: 
Snyder, Mike.  “FEMA admits Ike response slow Agency plans to speed mobile homes to areas hard hit by storm and review rules.”  Houston Chronicle, October 31, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/hurricane/ike/6089353.html 
Excerpt: 

A top Federal Emergency Management Agency official acknowledged Friday that the agency's response to Hurricane Ike has been sluggish, vowing to review procedures and "box some ears" to pick up the pace of recovery. 

Harvey E. Johnson Jr., deputy administrator of FEMA, said the agency intends to deploy mobile homes in the hardest-hit areas more rapidly, review rules that may be causing inappropriate denials and pour more resources into helping Texas recover from Ike. 

Johnson met this week with local officials in Galveston, the Beaumont-Port Arthur area and Houston to learn details of unmet needs. 

He said Friday he has shifted more personnel into Texas housing assistance programs, invited energy company officials into FEMA's Texas field offices to help provide power to mobile homes housing storm victims, and started a review of procedures that result in relatively few families being approved for assistance when they first apply. 

In southeast Texas, officials have agreed to waive certain inspection requirements, which will help FEMA deploy mobile homes more quickly, Johnson said.  "I think that I agree with the elected officials I met with," Johnson said in an interview. "They all have called and expressed the concern that FEMA is moving too slowly. Within FEMA, there is a renewed sense of energy to redouble or triple our efforts, that we need to box some ears."  Johnson said he's responding quickly to information and concerns expressed by local officials. 

Immediately after a meeting Tuesday with Galveston Mayor Lyda Ann Thomas and Galveston County Judge James D. Yarbrough, he said, he increased the rate FEMA will pay for hotels there from $99 to $160. FEMA also extended the hotel program to Jan. 15, he said. 

(3)  State and Local Homeland Security Funding: 
Congressional Research Service (Shawn Reese).  FY2009 Appropriations for State and Local Homeland Security (RS22805).  Washington, DC:  CRS Report for Congress, 3 pages, October 10, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RS22805_20081010.pdf 
Excerpts:  

Congress appropriated, in P.L. 110-329, approximately $4.36 billion for state and local homeland security assistance programs. This is approximately $135 million more than was appropriated in FY2008 ($4.22 billion). 
This report is an overview of the FY2009 appropriations for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) programs for states and localities that are designed to provide assistance to state and local governments. The assistance is primarily used by first responders, which include firefighters, emergency medical personnel, emergency managers, and law enforcement officers. 

The Office of Grant Programs within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is responsible for facilitating and coordinating DHS state and local assistance programs. The office administers formula and discretionary grant programs to further state and local homeland security capabilities. As a result of the reorganization mandated by the Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-295), the work of the Office of Grant Programs was separated from FEMA training activities. 

FEMA’s National Integration Center within the agency’s National Preparedness 

Directorate administers training, exercises, and technical assistance for states and 

localities. In FY2009, DHS’s assistance programs for states and localities include: 

        State Homeland Security Grant Program (SHSGP); 

        Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI); 

        Port Security Program; 

        Transit Security Program; 

        Bus Security Program; 

        Trucking Security Program; 

        Buffer Zone Protection Program (BZPP); 

        Assistance to Firefighters (FIRE); 

        Emergency Management Performance Grants (EMPG); 

        Citizen Corps Program (CCP); 

        Metropolitan Medical Response System (MMRS); 

        Training, technical assistance, exercises, and evaluations; 

        Commercial Equipment Direct Assistance Program (CEDAP); 

        Public Safety Interoperable Communications Grant Program (PSIC); 

        Center for Counterterrorism and Cyber Crime; 

        Emergency Operations Centers (EOC); and 

        Regional Catastrophic Preparedness Grants. 
(4)  This Day in Disaster History, November 3, 1926 -- Barnes Hecker Iron Mine Flood; Ishpeming Michigan 
“At twenty minutes past seven, in the chill gray dawn of Wednesday, 3 November 1926, the day shift reports to work at the Barnes-Hecker iron mine in Michigan's north-central Upper Peninsula. They arrive from neighboring communities--Diorite, Ishpeming, North Lake, South Greenwood, Barnes-Hecker Location. They are immigrants and sons of immigrants; fathers, sons, brothers and friends. Their faces reflect the weariness of their labors and the pride of their heritage. They are strong and alive, laughing and sullen, as they prepare to toil underground. 

“These miners lend their labor to the chief business of Michigan's central Upper Peninsula, the production of iron ore. The field is growing steadily, despite a few economic downturns and industry slowdowns since ore was discovered in upper Michigan in the mid-nineteenth century. The Barnes-Hecker Mine, property of the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Company, is a relative latecomer to the mining landscape; first explored in 1907, it was developed in a swampy area starting in 1917. A concrete shaft lining and underground dams are in place at Barnes-Hecker as safety precautions, but the draining of nearby North Lake and the overlying swamp in the early 1920s have made the biggest difference in keeping the mine a mostly dry working environment…. 

“Inside the mine today, workers are occupied on the first, second and third levels and on some sublevels as well. Some men operate locomotives to pull cars of ore to the shaft for removal, another repairs pipe and still others use their carbide lamps to light their work areas far from the main shaft. The mine captain, Walter Tippett, and county mine inspector William Hill are inspecting the mine this morning. 

“At about twenty past eleven, a cage of miners leaves the mine—it is almost time to break for dinner. On the surface, they suddenly hear a roaring underground and, when attempts to ring the men in the underground pump-houses fail because electricity is out, two of them descend the shaft to investigate. 

“Mud, rock, water and debris are pouring through the mine from above, and water rises through the main shaft as one man climbing the ladder to the surface meets the two coming down to investigate. A flashlight beamed into the shaft shows only darkness, and a terrifying crash sounds far below them. The three reach the surface at 11:30 A.M. 

“By that evening, pumps have been brought to empty the mine of water, but because of still-high water levels and debris, only seven bodies—including the mine captain and the county mine inspector-can be retrieved. Forty-two women are widowed tonight, and 132 minor children lose their fathers…. 

“The cave-in site, a quarter-mile from the main shaft, is no longer a dry pit but a deep lake. Cleveland Cliffs abandons the mine and seals the shaft with concrete, then pays each dependent family twice the amount originally announced. Mining engineers and other observers never determine the cause of the cave-in, and no further investigation is ever done.”  (Friggens, “No Tears in Heaven,” 1988) 

According to the Mine Safety and Health Administration (Historical Data on Mine Disasters in the United States, Arlington, VA:  MSHA, U.S. Department of Labor, Accessed October 5, 2008 at:  http://www.msha.gov/MSHAINFO/FactSheets/MSHAFCT8.HTM  ), there were 51 deaths. 
(4) Unanswered Email Backlog:  868 

  

PS:  After about 8:00 am last Friday all phone and internet connectivity here at NETC was lost.  Thus, there was a pile-up of emails saved from Friday for today.  This is the case for the entire campus, not just EMI or the EM Hi-Ed Program.  

(5)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  14,253 subscribers 
  

The End. 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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