October 10, 2007 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  HOMELAND SECURITY: 

Sullivan, Eileen.  "Chertoff Outlines Security Goals by 2009." Associated Press, October 4, 2007.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/04/AR2007100401991.html 
USA Today.  "Terror Drill to Start Despite Lack of Data."  October 3, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2007-10-03-terror-exercise_N.htm
[Excerpt:  "The nation is preparing for its biggest terrorism exercise ever later this month when three fictional "dirty bombs" go off and cripple transportation arteries in two major U.S. cities and Guam, according to a document obtained by The Associated Press.

Yet even as this drill begins, details from the previous national exercise held in 2005 have yet to be publicly released - information that's supposed to help officials prepare for the next real attack. House lawmakers demanded answers Wednesday, including why the "after-action" report from 2005 hasn't been made public. Congress has required the exercise since 2000, but has done little in the way of oversight beyond attending the actual events. Rep. Bennie Thompson, the committee chairman, did not get a direct answer to why it has taken the department two years to finish the after action report. "I'm just wondering how much of that information you gleaned is actually current enough to move forward with," Thompson, D-Miss said."]

(2)  NEW NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR HOMELAND SECURITY FROM THE WHITE HOUSE:

White House.  National Strategy for Homeland Security.  Washington, DC: Homeland Security Council, October 2007, 62 pages.  At:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/homeland/nshs/NSHS.pdf
[Note:  Contrary to speculation the definition of "Homeland Security" has not been changed in this update of the original 2002 document. Interesting definitions of "Response" versus "Incident Management," and a few other new terminology.  Thus this new document really does need to be read carefully, even if one has read all the new National Response Framework documents and the NIMS 2006 documents.]

(3)  RISK ANALYSIS:

Office of Management and Budget and Office of Science and Technology Policy.  Updated Principles for Risk Analysis (Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies).  Washington, DC:  OMB and OSTP, September 9, 2007, 13 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.ostp.gov/html/m07-24.pdf
Includes statements on General Principles, Principles for Risk Assessment, Principles for Risk Management, Principles for Risk Communication, and Principles for Priority Setting Using Risk Analysis.

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
