October 2, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Homeland Security and Public Safety: 
International Association of Police Chiefs.  “To Protect and Defend” – Challenges to Public Safety and Homeland Security Facing the Next U.S. President.  Alexandria, VA:  IACP, August 18, 2008.  13 pages. At: http://www.theiacp.org/documents/pdfs/PressRelease/ProtectDefend.pdf 

Excerpts from IACP Press Release: 

POLICE CHIEFS CALL ON NEXT PRESIDENT TO DO MORE TO PROTECT AMERICA’S HOMETOWNS 
Because every 22.2 seconds, an American is a victim of a violent crime, the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) is calling on the next president of the United States to establish immediately—during his first 100 days in office—a National Commission on criminal justice and homeland security. The Commission, the first of its kind since 1965, would be charged with conducting a comprehensive review of the criminal justice system, and would be required to provide the nation with a strategic plan to guide public safety and homeland security efforts in the years ahead. This Commission, along with other recommendations, is outlined in the IACP’s new report titled To Protect and Defend: The Public Safety and Homeland Security Challenges Facing the Next President. To read the recommendations… 

“Our nation’s homeland security focus must be redirected to America’s hometowns and neighborhoods if our children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren are to enjoy safe communities and declining crime rates,” said Ronal Serpas, Chief of the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department and co-chair of the IACP's Research Advisory Committee. “The preservation of the fabric of America requires that the next administration meaningfully engage this issue early next year.” 
From “Message From the IACP President” 

“Protecting the homeland” is a phrase that means much more than securing the borders and preventing enemies from engaging in acts of terrorism on U.S. soil. It must also encompass addressing the violent crimes and illegal drugs that are wreaking havoc on urban and rural communities across the nation. 

The simple truth is that average Americans are much more likely to find themselves victims of crime than of a terrorist attack. In fact, in the years since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, 99,000 Americans have been murdered, and each year roughly 1.4 million Americans are the victims of violent crime.  The ability of U.S. law enforcement agencies to reduce these horrific numbers has been hindered by a combination of factors.  Since the September 11 attacks, local law enforcement agencies have been required to do more to protect their communities against terrorism. 

Yet surprisingly, resources available to the local law enforcement community have been decimated. As a result, the ability of law enforcement agencies to remain fully staffed, purchase necessary equipment, and ensure that their officers receive essential training has been severely hindered…. 

  

From Report: 

Many claim that the reduction in resources for state, tribal, and local law enforcement agencies is a result of the federal government’s need to focus on homeland security efforts. Unfortunately, funding federal homeland security efforts at the expense of state, tribal, and local law enforcement agencies weakens, rather than enhances, national security. P. 7 

(2)  Homeland Security and Resilience – The Reform Institute Issues Report: 
Reform Institute.  Building A Resilient Nation:  Enhancing Security, Ensuring a Strong Economy.  Alexandria VA:  The Reform Institute, September 25, 2008, 36 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.reforminstitute.org/uploads/publications/Building_Resilience_SEPT25.pdf 

From Oct 1, 2008 Press Release entitled:  Making America More Resilient -- Capitol Hill Forum Highlights Release of New Report with Findings and Recommendations for a New Direction in U.S. Homeland Security Policy: 
A new report released today by the non-partisan Reform Institute calls for a new direction in American security policy.  “Building a Resilient Nation: Enhancing Security, Ensuring a Strong Economy” presents the case for making resilience a national priority….  

Resilience involves the ability of the United States to withstand a catastrophic event, such as a natural disaster or terrorist attack, and to quickly return to a state of near normalcy.  The report identifies the four critical elements of resilience: preparedness, protection, response and recovery. 

“Resilience is the right concept for these uncertain times; it recognizes that not all catastrophes can be prevented,” according to Reform Institute Senior Advisor Robert Kelly.  “With resilience quickly gaining traction among opinion leaders and policy makers the challenge now is to define it and develop a comprehensive resiliency strategy that brings coherence and focus to U.S. homeland security policy, particularly the mission of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.”…. 

The report highlights the pioneering efforts that many companies are undertaking to ensure that their firms can continue operating in the face of crisis.  Communities and government authorities must learn from these initiatives and cooperate with the private sector to optimize their effectiveness.  Collaboration among all levels of government, as well as between the public and private sectors, will be crucial to employing the innovative programs and concepts developed by companies and communities on a broader scale.  The fact that 85% of our critical infrastructure is in the hands of the private sector dictates closer public-private coordination.  Effective leadership will also be required to develop a cogent national strategy and to engage the general public in embracing resilience. 

“Making resilience a reality will require fundamental reform not only to our security policy, but also to the way that Washington thinks about protecting the U.S. and interacts with the private sector and the populace,” stated Reform Institute Executive Director Cecilia Martinez.  “Resilience is a non-partisan concept that can achieve consensus in Washington and unleash the resolve and ingenuity of the American people in strengthening our ability to confront the challenges we face and emerge a stronger nation.” 

(3)  Postal Service and Antibiotics Delivery in Anthrax Attack: 
Associated Press.  “United States Mailmen May Deliver Antibiotics in Any Anthrax Attack.”  October 1, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,431425,00.html 

Excerpts: 

U.S. government health officials are beginning a project in Minneapolis-St. Paul to let letter carriers stockpile a personal supply of emergency antibiotics so they are protected and ready to go deliver aid to the rest of the city at a moment's notice…. 

The project aims to overcome a big hurdle of emergency planning. The government has lots of drugs stockpiled in case of future bioterrorism, but little way to get them quickly to panicked citizens. Leavitt noted that if someone possibly has inhaled anthrax, the chances of survival are best if antibiotic treatment begins within 48 hours. 

But could letter carriers successfully deliver medications to a great number of homes during an emergency, when the carriers might be mobbed? Would they be willing? 

To address the first issue, test projects in Seattle, Philadelphia and Boston over the past two years paired letter carriers with police officers on holidays. Carriers volunteered to do double routes, delivering empty pill bottles along with a "This is a Test" flier explaining what was happening. In Philadelphia, 50 carriers reached about 53,000 households in eight hours, Raub said. 

As for getting volunteers, the post office and its unions told the government that carriers who stepped up during this kind of emergency would need assurances that they and their families were fully protected. 

That led to the idea of letting carriers store enough of the antibiotic doxycycline in their own homes for them and their families. In an emergency, they could start taking the medication while the government raced in more supplies for the rest of the city that the carriers then would distribute. 
Sternberg, Steve.  “Postal workers might deliver meds in next anthrax attack”  USA Today, October 2, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2008-10-01-anthrax-postal-workers_N.htm 
Excerpt: 

  

Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff and Secretary of Health and Human Services Mike Leavitt issued emergency orders Wednesday that laid the legal groundwork for the Food and Drug Administration to approve advance distribution of antibiotics to "strike force" letter carriers and their families. 

FDA approval is expected in a matter of days, says White House science adviser William Raub. But it will take months, or years, to get the program up and running nationally, he says. 

  

Brown, David.  “If Bioterrorists Strike, Letter Carriers Might Deliver Antibiotics.”  Washington Post, Oct 2, 2008. Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/01/AR2008100102929.html 
Excerpt: 

  

Since 2004, the federal government has funded the Cities Readiness Initiative, which is helping 72 urban areas make plans to distribute drugs to a target population within 48 hours of a bioterrorism attack. 

Any of those cities will now be able to employ the letter carrier distribution strategy. The federal government will not force them to adopt it, as disaster planning is principally a job for state and local governments. 

The federal government has enough anthrax antibiotics in the Strategic National Stockpile to treat 40 million people for 60 days. The medicine is cached in 12 sites around the country. 

Sixty days is the maximum amount of time a person exposed to airborne anthrax spores might have to take medicine to prevent the inhalational form of the bacterial infection, which is rapidly fatal if not treated. 

(4)  Shelters, Sheltering, Evacuation Planning: 
Associated Press.  “Ike Evacuees Complain of Violence at Shelter.”  October 1, 2008.  Accessed at:  

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-10-01-shelter-violence_N.htm 

Excerpt:  

As Hurricane Ike blew through Texas, a different kind of storm was brewing inside an old Wal-Mart hastily converted into a shelter for evacuees. 

The building, vacant for two years, quickly became a cauldron of tension, with 1,600 people crammed into a structure with a leaky roof, few indoor bathrooms and almost no privacy. Fights soon broke out, and one ended after police allegedly used pepper spray on dozens of evacuees and a Taser on a 15-year-old boy. 
Accounts of what happened in the Wal-Mart, drawn from interviews and public records obtained by The Associated Press, raise questions about the soundness of the state's evacuation plan. 
Days before Ike hit the Gulf Coast on Sept. 13, more than 3,000 Beaumont residents were taken by bus to Tyler even though the city had told the state it could accommodate only about half that number. The result was a chaotic experience that many won't soon forget…. 
"I don't think anybody expects hotel-type amenities," said William P. Quigley, a law professor at Loyola University in New Orleans, who contributed to a report detailing deplorable conditions at those facilities. "But with these places, a homeless shelter would be a step up." 

Perhaps we ought to develop a college course on evacuation planning and/or sheltering operations.  Problems are particularly acute for long-term, large-scale, shelters.  We have worked in and actually served as night shift manager in two long-term, large-scale shelters and the stories one could tell.  Having also worked in and managed a homeless shelter, we see the Professor’s point but would add – it all depends on the shelter. 

(5)  University of Maryland University College – EM, Fire Science, & HLS Programs: 
Participated in one-hour conference call with Dr. Stephen S. Carter, Academic Director, Emergency Management, Fire Science, & Homeland Security Program.  Purpose was the initial EM/FS/HS advisory council meeting. Some info on UMUC: 

•         UMUC the second largest public providers of online higher education in the Nation. 

•         In Fiscal Year (FY) 2007, UMUC had over 177,000 online course enrollments. 

•         UMUC has more than 100,000 students worldwide 

•         Currently, UMUC offers more than 100 bachelors and masters degree programs and certificates fully online. In FY 2007, UMUC offered close to 700 distinct courses online. 

•         UMUC is the Open University in the University of MD System 

•         In Emer. Mgmt and Fire Science more than 75% are current practitioners in the discipline looking for academic credentials 

•         In HMLS it is about 55% practitioners in the discipline looking for academic credentials 

•         Most take six to seven years to complete the four-year degree 

•         EM Curriculum BA Requires 30 Upper Level Credits: 

•         Concepts of Emergency Management (302) 

•         Emergency Response Preparedness and Planning (304) 

•         Political and Policy Issues in Emergency Management (306) 

•         Social Dimensions of Disaster (312) 

•         Cooperative Education Course (Internship) (486) 

•         Public Safety Policies and Leadership (Capstone) (HMLS 495) 

•         Supplemental Course in Needs and Issues 

•         Supplemental Course in Operations Management 

•         Supplemental Course in  Planning and Response 

•         Supplemental Course in Terrorism 

•         Homeland Security Curriculum Major Requires 30 Upper Level Credits: 

•         Introduction to Homeland Security (302) 

•         Strategic Planning in Homeland Security (304) 

•         Legal and Political Issues of Homeland Security (406) 

•         Infrastructure Security Issues (408) 

•         International Security Issues (414) 

•         Public Safety Policies and Leadership (Capstone) (495) 

•         Supplemental Course in Technology 

•         Supplemental Course in Operations 

•         Supplemental Course in Intelligence 

•         Supplemental course in Allied Concepts 

•         Fall 2008 Enrollment: 

•         EMGT Students - 120 in five classes 
•         FSCN Students –  239 in 13 classes 
•         HMLS Students – 329 in 17 classes 
•         Goals of the Advisory Council 

•         Validate Curriculum 
•         Promote COOP 
•         Promote opportunities for UMUC to engage in discipline related research, development, services, and activities. 
•         Promote Public Safety Higher Education 

•         Other advisory council meeting participants” 

•         Kathleen Henning, retired Montgomery MD Director of OEM 

•         Richard Muth, Director of MD Office of Emergency Management 

•         Tim Patterson, private sector, continuity of gov’t and business continuity 

•         Dennis Rubin, Fire Chief  in District of Columbia 

•         Mark Hubbard, Baltimore County Fire Chief 

•         Dr. Irmak Renta-Tanali, UMUC Faculty, graduate level 

•         JoAnne Hildebrand, retired, UMBC Administrator 

Steve Carter can be reached at:  sscarter@umuc.edu   

  
(6)  Today in Disaster History – October 2, 1998 Hurricane: 
The 7th storm of the busy 1898 Atlantic tropical storm/hurricane season (10 storms).  Formed on September 25th with speeds reaching 110 mph.  On October 2nd the hurricane hit Cumberland Island, Georgia and Northeast Florida with winds of 135 mph, causing heavy damage amounting to around $2.5 million. 

“On 2 October 1898, a significant hurricane impacted the Georgia coast near Cumberland Island. Wind, pressure, damage and storm surge data indicate that this was most likely a major, category three or greater storm at the time of landfall. This event generated the highest storm surge of record for large portions of the northeast Florida and southeast Georgia coasts and resulted in an estimated 179 fatalities.” 
In their 1995 study NWS/NOAA member Rappaport and Partagas cite additional sources relating to fatalities that produce a range of  -- 150-180.  See: 

Rappaport, Edward N. and Jose Fernandez-Partagas.  The Deadliest Atlantic Tropical Cyclones, 1492-1994 (NOAA Technical Memorandum NWS NHC-47).  Miami, National Hurricane Center, National Weather Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, January 1995, 42 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/pdf/NWS-NHC-1995-47.pdf 

This storm dissipated on its way through Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, southern Canada, and part of Maine and Newfoundland where it moved through on October 6th. 

(7)  Unanswered Email Backlog:  1,130 
(8)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  13,267 subscribers 
The End 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
  



EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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