September 12, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Bioterrorism: 
Strohm, Chris.  “Chertoff cites biological weapons as his biggest worry.”  Congress Daily, September 11, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0908/091108cdam1.htm 
Excerpt:  

Chertoff warned against the country becoming hysterical or complacent in dealing with homeland security challenges. And he said the United States must use a combination of military force and law enforcement strategies to counter threats. 
(2)  Business Continuity: 
Oliver, Chris.  “A Journey, Not a Destination.”  Continuity Central, September 12, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.continuitycentral.com/feature0611.html 

Treating BCM as a continuous process helps embed business continuity into the organization….. 
(3)  Casa Loma, CA -- Five New Emergency Management and BC Certificates: 
Currently, Casa Loma College is offering a series of certificates for professionals in the healthcare field and private business sector. The government and JCAHO have mandated that all healthcare facilities ensure that their personnel have a familiarity with a standardized communication system (NIMS and ICS) in the event of an emergency. We have developed these certificate programs to assist with that education. Casa Loma College offers certificates that concentrate on three levels of healthcare workers. 

  

We offer one basic level that is appropriate for all healthcare workers, one level that is appropriate for the hands on care providers such as nurses, doctors, physician’s assistants, MRI techs, and one certificate that is aimed at the supervisory or management level professionals that must implement the policies in their organizations. 
  

Additionally we offer a Business Continuity Planning Certificate for those individuals in the public and private sector that would like acquire the knowledge that will enable them to fulfill insurance requirements for their own businesses or as a consulting enhancement. 
  

Below is a brief overview of the certificate programs: 

Each certificate includes the following ABHES accredited courses and total 15 credit hours. Nurses can receive continuing education credit for these courses as well. 

  

1. Basic Emergency Response and Recovery Certificate: All personnel with assigned job positions within a healthcare facility. Courses include: 

TEM 104: Emergency Management 

TEM 111: Basic Incident Command System 

TEM 158: Emergency Planning and Preparedness 

PHI 102:  Ethics of Mass Casualty and Disaster Management 

COM101: Communication and Critical Thinking 

2. Emergency Response and Recovery Certificate - Patient Care Providers. Physician assistants, registered nurses, licensed practical nurses, nurses working within expanded roles (CRNA, RNP, and others), emergency medical technicians, paramedics, and respiratory therapists and others who provide direct clinical patient care without direct supervision even physicians. 

TEM 104: Emergency Management and TEM 111: Basic Incident Command System 

TEM 126: Plagues, Pandemics, and Bio-Terrorism 

PHI 102:  Ethics of Mass Casualty and Disaster Management 

PSY101: Intro to the Psychology of Stress and Trauma 

3. Administration of Emergency Response and Recovery Certificate – All supervisory or administrative personnel within a healthcare facility. 

TEM 104: Emergency Management 

TEM 136: Introduction to National Incident Management Systems (NIMS) 

 TEM 126: Plagues, Pandemics, and Bio-Terrorism 

 TEM 224: Business Continuity Planning 

 PHI 102:  Ethics of Mass Casualty and Disaster Management 

  

These certificate programs were developed to comply with current HHS Public Law requirements as well as current Title IX recommendations for public and private sector preparedness. 
  

4. Business Continuity Planning Certificate – Individuals interested in enhancing their knowledge base for developing Business Continuity Plans. 

 
TEM 104: Emergency Management and TEM 111: Basic Incident Command System 

 PHI 102: Ethics of Mass Casualty and Disaster Management 

 PSY101: Intro to the Psychology of Stress and Trauma 

 TEM 224: Business Continuity Planning 

5. Emergency Response and Recovery Certificate - Emergency Manager Personnel primarily responsible for developing, implementing and maintaining facility emergency management programs that include the Emergency Operations Plan 

 TEM 104: Emergency Management and TEM 224: Business Continuity Planning 

 TEM 252: Disaster Mitigation Practices 

 TEM 256: Sustainable Disaster Recovery 

 TEM 136: Introduction to National Incident Management Systems (NIMS) 

  

Point of Contact:
Stephanie Shelburne                      

                                   
Email: Stephanie.Shelburne@Casalomacollege.edu 

                                    Phone: 510-864-0149 Direct Line            

1-800-270-5052 Campus Line 

Casa Loma College, 6850 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(4)  Department of Homeland Security: 
Loewenberg, Samuel.  “DHS disarray could leave opening for attack.”  Politico, September 11, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0908/13349.html 
Excerpt:  

Besieged by organizational problems and high turnover, disarray at the Department of Homeland Security could leave the country particularly vulnerable to a terrorist attack during the post-election handoff to a new administration, congressional overseers and security experts warn…. At DHS, spokeswoman Amy Kudwa said that the department was well along in its transition planning, begun a year ago, and has been running exercises to prepare for the handover. Nearly all of the core transitional positions in the department have been staffed with career civil servants, she said. 
(5)  Evacuations: 
Snow, Anita.  “Lesson from Ike:  Nobody Does Evacuations Like Cuba.”  AP, 10 Sep 2008.  At:  http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewContent.act?clipid=149594069&mode=cnc&tag=3.5721?icx_id=20080911-pf1apon-V5343 

With an inefficient centralized economy and a U.S. embargo that has stifled trade, Cuba doesn't have resources to build new, hurricane-proof buildings. It doesn't have fleets of Humvees to charge through the floodwaters. Few of its people have cars to flee in, and fewer still can check on loved ones by cell phone.  But if there's one thing the communist island does right, its evacuations. And in the end, that saves more lives than anything else. 

Cuba sees more than its share of killer hurricanes, and yet in the past decade only 23 Cubans have been killed by them.  When Hurricane Gustav roared across western Cuba as a Category-4 hurricane on Aug. 30, it damaged 100,000 homes and caused billions of dollars in damage. Nobody died. The storm then moved onto Louisiana, which launched a massive evacuation and saw 26 people die. 

The death toll from Hurricane Ike this week was shockingly high by Cuban standards: five. This, for a giant storm that tore across the length of the island, flattening houses in its path. Compare that with Haiti, which took glancing blows from Hanna and Ike and saw hundreds die. 

The secret is the evacuations system. A quarter-million Cubans evacuated during Gustav, and the number for Ike was a staggering 2.6 million — nearly a quarter of the island's population. Most of the evacuees found family or friends to stay with, but nearly 400,000 were housed in 2,300 government shelters.  "We clearly cannot simply mimic their system, but I think there is a lot the United States can learn from Cuba's hurricane response system," said Wayne Smith, the former U.S. top diplomat in Havana. "They have a whole system of alerts that keep people clued in and we don't have anything like that."…. 

(6)  Homeland Security: 
Clarke, Richard A.  “9/11—We Said We'd Never Let It Happen Again, and Yet It Might 
Our national institutions have failed over the past seven years, and we are once again at risk.”  U.S. News & World Report, September 11, 2008.  Accessed at:  http://www.usnews.com/articles/opinion/2008/09/11/911--we-said-wed-never-let-it-happen-again-and-yet-it-might.html 
DHS News Briefing Abstract: 
…former White House anti-terrorism adviser Richard Clarke writes that in the seven years since 9/11, "America has forgotten: forgotten its pledge to get those who attacked us. A few of those involved were captured in the two years that followed. Those who were caught were subjected to a perversion of the American justice system and are still held in Cuba, never having been tried, let alone convicted." Clarke continues that the freedom of Osama bin Ladin and Ayman Zawahiri "is a symbol to the Islamist fundamentalist movement, a symbol that you can defy America, commit heinous atrocities, and not get caught or punished." They are also "part of a healthy, functioning al Qaeda organization, one that the CIA director and the director of national intelligence have characterized as rebuilt and again offering a real threat to US interests and to those of us inside the United States." Clarke states that "the executive branch has proved incapable of managing programs to success." 
(7)  Disaster Preparedness: 
Redlener, Irwin.  “Population Vulnerabilities, Preconditions, and the Consequences of Disasters.”  Social Research, Vol. 75, No. 3, Fall 2008, 8 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.ncdp.mailman.columbia.edu/files/RedlenerV1.pdf 
Excerpt:  

It is abundantly clear that the public health impact of large-scale disas​ters is dependent on the degree to which the population affected is at risk or vulnerable prior to the catastrophic event. When health, nutri​tion, and economic status are suboptimal and when general community conditions lack a basic level of support, the public health consequences of any major disaster are substantially exacerbated. That is why invest​ing in community support systems, income stability, and access to appropriate services should be part of effective and comprehensive disaster planning. 
(8)  Disaster Preparedness – Schools and Parents: 
Matthews, Karen.  “Survey finds holes in US disaster preparedness.”  Associated Press, Sep.11, 2008.   http://www.topix.net/content/ap/2008/09/survey-finds-holes-in-us-disaster-preparedness 
Excerpt:  

In a disaster such as an earthquake or terrorist attack, nearly two-thirds of U.S. parents would disregard orders to evacuate and would rush to pick up their kids from school, according to a survey released Thursday.  The survey by the National Center for Disaster Preparedness at Columbia University's Mailman School of Public Health and the Children's Health Fund found that 63 percent of parents would ignore disaster plans and pick up their children, possibly hindering rescue efforts by adding to traffic congestion. 

The authors of the study, released on the anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, said that despite years of government efforts to enhance disaster preparedness, schools need to do more to plan for disasters and parents need to be made aware of the plans. 

(9)  National Weather Service Warning – Hurricane Ike – Houston and Galveston Area: 
National Weather Service.  Hurricane Warning (Hurricane Ike Local Statement, National Weather Service Houston/Galveston TX 419 PM CDT, Thu Sep 11 2008).  NWS, Watches, Warnings & Advisories.  Accessed at:  http://forecast.weather.gov:80/showsigwx.php?warnzone=TXZ238&warncounty=TXC167&firewxzone=TXZ238&local_place1=Hitchcock+TX&product1=Hurricane+Warning 

Excerpt: 

MAXIMUM WATER LEVELS FORECAST: 

GULF-FACING COASTLINE WEST OF SARGENT...5 TO 8 FEET 

SHORELINE OF MATAGORDA BAY...5 TO 8 FEET 

GULF-FACING COASTLINE SARGENT TO HIGH ISLAND INCLUDING GALVESTON ISLAND......12 TO 16 FEET 

SHORELINE OF GALVESTON BAY...15 TO 22 FEET 

LIFE THREATENING INUNDATION LIKELY! 

ALL NEIGHBORHOODS...AND POSSIBLY ENTIRE COASTAL COMMUNITIES...  WILL BE INUNDATED DURING THE PERIOD OF PEAK STORM TIDE. PERSONS NOT HEEDING EVACUATION ORDERS IN SINGLE FAMILY ONE OR TWO STORY HOMES WILL FACE CERTAIN DEATH. MANY RESIDENCES OF AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION DIRECTLY ON THE COAST WILL BE DESTROYED. WIDESPREAD AND DEVASTATING PERSONAL PROPERTY DAMAGE IS LIKELY ELSEWHERE.  VEHICLES LEFT BEHIND WILL LIKELY BE SWEPT AWAY. NUMEROUS ROADS WILL BE SWAMPED...SOME MAY BE WASHED AWAY BY THE WATER. ENTIRE FLOOD PRONE COASTAL COMMUNITIES WILL BE CUTOFF. WATER LEVELS MAY EXCEED 9 FEET FOR MORE THAN A MILE INLAND.  COASTAL RESIDENTS IN MULTI-STORY FACILITIES RISK BEING CUTOFF.  CONDITIONS WILL BE WORSENED BY BATTERING WAVES. SUCH WAVES WILL EXACERBATE PROPERTY DAMAGE... WITH MASSIVE DESTRUCTION OF HOMES...INCLUDING THOSE OF BLOCK CONSTRUCTION. DAMAGE FROM BEACH EROSION COULD TAKE YEARS TO REPAIR. 

(10)  Northwest Missouri State Univ., Maryville – Comprehensive Crisis Response Pgm. 
Talked today with Matt Johnson at NWMSU who informed us that last May an undergraduate Minor in Comprehensive Crisis Response was adopted – and now in operation.  This 27-hour interdisciplinary minor consists of 12 core courses.  We are told that there is a strong experiential learning component via the use of exercises, tabletops, and filed trips.  We are putting Matt in touch with the EM Hi-Ed Program Assistant, Barbara Johnson, who will draft a description of this program for upload to The College List on the EM Hi-Ed Program Website in the near future. 

(11)  Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management – Course Revision Project: 
Reviewed and approved the Management Plan for the revision of the Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management course first developed for the EM Hi-Ed Program by Dr. Richard Sylves of the University of Delaware in 1997-1998.  A few policy level changes have taken place since then, and thus we have awarded a contract to C2 Technologies, through the Office of Personnel Management MOU with FEMA/EMI on course development and revisions.  C2 has subcontracted with the original course developer, Dr. Sylves, to serve as the Principle Developer to revise this course.  Included in the approved Management Plan was a draft of a new Course Outline.  We are pasting in the proposed new Course Outline below. 

1.      Orientation 

2.      U.S. Political and Policy System in Brief 

3.      U.S. Hazards and Disaster in the era of Homeland Security 

4.      Fundamentals of Emergency Management and Emergency Managers as a Political Force 

5.      Executive Policy and Political Issues 

6.      Legislative Political Issues 

7.      Disaster and Homeland Security Laws 

8.      Disasters and Public Budgeting 

9.      Federal Organization and Policy 

10.  State and Local Organization and Policy 

11.  Intergovernmental Relations 

12.  The Public, and Disaster’s Interest Groups 

13.  Non-Profit Organizations and Disaster Policy 

14.  The Media and Disaster 

15.  Policy and Science: Earthquakes and Other Seismic Disasters 

16.  Policy and Science: Floods 

17.  Policy and Science: Severe Storms and Tornados 

18.  Policy and Science: Hurricanes and Tropical Storms 

19.  Policy and Politics: Terror-Caused Domestic Disaster 

20.  Policy and Politics: Fire and Wildfire Disasters 

21.  Policy and Politics: Hazardous Materials Disaster and Nuclear Power 

22.  Special Topics: The 9/11 Victim’s Compensation Fund vs. Conventional Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief 

23.  Special Topics: The Role of Presidents in Disaster Policy and Disaster Declaration 

Comments on this proposed course outline can be posted to Dr. Richard Sylves at:  sylves@udel.edu , with, please, a copy to:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 

The original course, which is now under revision, can be accessed at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/politic.asp 

(12)  Terrorism: 
Stannard, Matthew B.  “Terrorism takes backseat to economy.”  San Francisco Chronicle, Sep. 11, 2008.  At:  http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/09/11/MNF312R4H0.DTL 
Excerpt:  

Just 2 percent of Americans identified terrorism as their nation's top problem in a Gallup survey in early August - the lowest level since the 2001 attacks. And in new poll results released Wednesday, just 38 percent of respondents said they were at least somewhat worried that they or their families would become victims of terrorism - a nine-point drop since the question was asked last year and the lowest level since mid-2005.  "The majority of Americans are now not fearful of terrorist attack," said Frank Newport, Gallup's editor in chief. 
(13)  Terrorism and Administration Transition: 
Ervin, Clark Kent.  “All Too Quiet on the Homeland Front.”  New York Times, September 10, 2008.  At:  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/11/opinion/11ervin.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
Excerpt:  

If recent history is any guide — the first World Trade Center bombing a month after Bill Clinton became president; 9/11 itself, in the first year of the Bush administration; the Madrid bombing in 2004 on the eve of a national election in Spain; and the foiled London-Glasgow bomb plot last summer at the start of a new government — President Barack Obama or President John McCain may well be tested by terrorists soon after taking office. 

Clark Kent Ervin was the DHS Inspector General from 2003 to 2004.  He is now a fellow at the Aspen Institute and the author of “Open Target: Where America Is Vulnerable to Attack.” 
(14)  Weapons of Mass Destruction: 
To access prepared statements presented on September 10th, to the Commission on the Prevention of Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism, during a Public Hearing, go to:  http://www.preventwmd.org/9_10_08_commission_public_hearing/ 

Amongst the prepared statements are those by the Commission Chairman, Bob Graham, and Vice-Chairman Jim Talent. 

Amongst the speaker statements are those of: 

Michael Bloomberg, NYC Mayor 

Senator Sam Nunn 

Tom Brokaw 

Raymond Kelly, NYPD Commissioner 

(15)  EM Hi-Ed Programs Described in The College List:  156 
(16)  Unanswered Emails: 934 
(17)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  12,216 
Trust that all get through the weekend. 

The End 

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM 
Higher Education Program Manager 
Emergency Management Institute 
National Preparedness Directorate 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Department of Homeland Security 
16825 S. Seton, K-011 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu 

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
 


EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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