August 8-12, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BIO-HAZARDS AND BIO-TERRORISM WORKSHOP INVESTIGATION -- PRE-CONFERENCE, JUNE 5-8, 2006 EM HI-ED CONFERENCE:

August 11, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Bill Stanhop, Director of the Institute of Biosecurity at Saint Louis University, MO -- concerning the desirability of investigating the development of a half of full day workshop on Monday, June 5, 2006, on bio-hazards and bio-terrorism to precede the annual FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference (June 6-8, 2006).  Would welcome feedback on this suggestion.  

(2)  CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA -- GIS 7 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT MEETING:

August 12, 2005 -- Attended 1st GIS and Emergency Management Curriculum Board meeting as FEMA Liaison.  Meeting organized by Dr. Thomas Mueller, Director of the Cal U Crime Mapping Center, Department of Earth Sciences, and co-Advisor (with Dr. Jamie Mitchem) of the new GIS and Emergency Management Concentration within the Bachelors in Geography that is set to begin this coming Fall Semester at Cal U of PA.  For additional information, Dr. Mueller can be reached at:  Mueller@cup.edu.

(3)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 9, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved Chapter 6, "Communication," by George Haddow, and forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books and Materials subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From the Chapter Introduction:

"Communications has become an increasingly critical function in emergency management.  The dissemination of timely and accurate information to the general public, elected and community officials and the media plays a major role in the effective management of disaster response and recovery activities. Communicating preparedness, prevention and mitigation information promotes actions that reduce the risk of future disasters.

Communicating policies, goals and priorities to staff, partners and participants enhances support and promotes a more efficient disaster management operation."  

There are three case studies in this 66-page chapter:  

-- Risk Communication During the Washington, DC Sniper Crisis

-- The Homeland Security Advisory System

-- A Comparison of Leadership Between Two Outbreaks of Smallpox in the US:

Milwaukee, 1894 and NYC, 1947.

(4)  CHARTER OAK STATE COLLEGE, NEW BRITAIN, CT -- NEW ON-LINE HOMELAND SECURITY RELATED PROGRAMS:

August 9, 2005 -- Reviewed descriptions drafted by the Project Assistant of relatively new programs at Charter Oak State College -- an on-line BS Concentration in Public Safety Administration as well as a stand-alone Certificate.  According to information received from Bob Frederick, head of the Public Safety Administration Program at Charter Oak  -- 

"The program is designed for working professionals in the field of homeland security, law enforcement, fire and emergency medical as well as the various branches of the military.  Students receive extensive training in various administration areas including counteracting terrorism, leadership and management to equip them with the skills they need for excellence in servicing in administrative and management positions within a Public Safety agency.  The Bachelor of Science with a Public Safety Administration Concentration requires 120 credits to complete."

Descriptions of both programs will soon be uploaded to the Project website

-- The College List section -- Homeland Security subsection.  Until then, for further information, Bob Frederick can be reached at:

bfrederick@charteroak.edu.

(5)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 8, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved 10-page "Preface and Notes to the Instructor" for this course -- laying out the goals, objectives, audience, anticipated users, content, uses, readings, organization, and major themes of the course. 

August 9, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved 3rd draft of Session 31, "FEMA Programs," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Forwarded documents to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website

-- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly. 

(6)  COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF RHODE ISLAND:

August 11, 2005 -- Received for posting to the "Syllabi Compilation" on the EM HiEd Project website, from the Community College of Rhode Island, are the following syllabi:

-- Fundamentals of Emergency Management

-- Understanding Terrorism

-- Disaster Response Operations and Management

-- Trauma Treatment In An Age of Disaster and Terrorism (Civilian and First Responders' Impact from Disasters)

-- Basic Concepts of Emergency Preparedness for Bioterrorism

(7)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COLLEGE BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 9, 2005 -- Reviewed draft chapter entitled "Emergency Management and Law," by William C. Nicholson, North Carolina Central University, provided review comments to lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books and Materials section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(8)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

August 8, 2005 -- Received from lead course developer, Bob Freitag, University of Washington, CD ROM containing complete draft of all course sessions, slides and handouts.  Provided to Admin Support to print paper copy to review prior to release for public comment.

(9)  GIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP, JUNE 5-8,2005 EMER.MGMT. HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE:

August 10, 2005 -- Exchanged several emails with Kevin Mickey, the Director of Professional Education and Outreach, The Polis Center, Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis, and with Jamie Mitchem and Thomas Mueller, co-directors of the GIS and Emergency Management Program at the California University of Pennsylvania, about developing a one-day (June 5th) pre-conference workshop on GIS and Emergency Management for conference participants.  This will be a new evolution of the EM HiEd Conference.  Will probably also schedule a plenary presentation and perhaps a breakout session on the same subject and its implication for emergency management collegiate programs.

(10)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE LEVEL COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 9,, 2005 -- Reviewed working draft session 15 (Capstone Session) on "The Geographic Connection in Hazards," by Dr. Andrew Curtis, Department of Geography & Anthropology, Louisiana State University; provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, LSU; and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

The goal and objectives of this session are:

Session Goal: This session will provide an overview of how geography / space is important in all Hazards by using examples drawn from all sessions in the course.

Objectives:

15.1. Examine how hazards have both spatial and temporal dimensions 

15.2. Stress that Hazard Maps Shown in the Different Sessions Came in all Shapes and Sizes 

15.3
The Future Role of the Internet

15.4
What Data Sets are Important?

15.5
Where Does Skill and Specialty Come in?

(11)  HOMELAND SECURITY AFFAIRS -- ON-LINE JOURNAL OF THE CENTER FOR HOMELAND DEFENSE AND SECURITY:

August 10, 2005 -- Received news that Volume 1, Issue 1 of the new on-line "Homeland Security Affairs" Journal is now available.  From the HAS website

-- "About HSA" section:

"Homeland Security Affairs is the online journal of the Center for Homeland Defense and Security (CHDS) and is the nation's preeminent peer-reviewed journal providing a forum to propose and debate strategies, policies, and organizational arrangements to strengthen U.S. Homeland Security.  The instructors, participants, alumni, and partners of CHDS represent the leading subject matter experts and practitioners in the field of Homeland Security.  

E-published quarterly, Homeland Security Affairs captures the best of their collective work, as well as that of scholars and practitioners throughout the nation, through peer-reviewed articles on new strategies, policies, concepts and data relating to every aspect of Homeland Security.  These articles constitute not only the "smart practices" but also the evolution of Homeland Security as an emerging academic and professional discipline.

Sponsored by the U. S. Department of Homeland Security's Office for Domestic Preparedness, CHDS is part of the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS). CHDS provides graduate and executive education programs to the nation's homeland security leaders, including governors, mayors, senior local, state, federal and private sector officials and select military officers. CHDS also operates the Homeland Security Digital Library, which is the authoritative tool for research in the field of homeland security policy and strategy."

The HAS Journal articles can be accessed freely at:

http://www.hsaj.org/hsa/
(12)  HS TODAY:  INSIGHT 7 ANALYSIS FOR HOMELAND SECURITY POLICYMAKERS:

August 11, 2005 -- Received Vol. 2, No. . 8, August 2005, of "HS Today" and particularly note two articles:

"Color Concepts," by Mickey McCarter (pp. 10-13) on the color-coded DHS alert system

"Cracking the Nut of NIMS:  The State of America's First Responders," also by Mickey McCarter.

(13)  OFFICE FOR DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS GUIDELINES FOR HOMELAND SECURITY:

PREVENTION AND DETERRENCE, JUNE 2003:

August 10, 2005 -- After reading Christopher Bellavita's statement in "What is Preventing Homeland Security" (Homeland Security Affairs, Vol. 1, Is. 1, Summer 2005, pp. 1-11) to the effect that these "Guidelines" are "largely unknown in the homeland security community," decided to note, again, the URL for document access:  http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/odp/docs/ODPPrev1.pdf
Dr. Bellavita makes a strong case in his article that most of the homeland security effort is in response, with not enough effort devoted to prevention, and arguing that the above noted document "was built from the ground up by first responders...was vetted by first preventers...[and gives] other public safety professionals practical advice about how to prevent terrorism."  In order to whet the reader's appetite, the "Guidelines" break the prevention mission into the following five elements (comprising a

strategy):  collaboration, information sharing, threat recognition, risk management, and intervention.  

It is but a 31-page document -- worth reading whether for an emergency management or a homeland security curriculum -- as is, by the way, Chris Bellavita's 11-page (including footnotes) article.

(14)  TONY BLAIR PRESS CONFERENCE ON NEW ANTI-TERRORISM SECURITY MEASURES IN

THE UK:


August 5, 2005 -- For those who missed British Prime Minister Tony Blair's Press Conference last Friday (August 5), have pasted in below a URL which provides a transcript of his statement and the question and answer session that followed.  I found this to be a very interesting discussion of what to do about those in one's country who incite, support, or conduct political violence.  After stating that "Let no-one be in doubt, the rules of the game are changing," noted, for example, that UK government was going to seek new grounds for deportation and exclusion of persons "fostering hatred, advocating violence to further a person's beliefs, or justifying or validating such violence."  Stated that "once the new grounds take effect, there will be a list drawn up of specific extremist websites, bookshops, networks, centres and particular organizations of concern.  Active engagement with any of these will be a trigger for the Home Secretary to consider the deportation of any foreign national."  Noted that "there will be new anti-terrorism legislation in the Autumn.  This will include an offence of condoning or glorifying terrorism....anywhere, not just in the United Kingdom."

"...anyone who has participated in terrorism, or has anything to do with it anywhere will be automatically refused asylum in our country."

"...we will consult on a new power to order closure of a place of worship which is used as a centre for fomenting extremism..."

"...coming to Britain is not a right, and even when people have come here, staying here carries with it a duty.  That duty is to share and support the values that sustain the British way of life.  Those that break that duty and try to incite hatred or engage in violence against our country and it's people have no place here."

Accessed at:  http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page8041.asp
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