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Objective:


44.1
Discuss items on the list of Recurring Themes and convey how your perceptions of these issues have changed over the course of the semester.

Scope:

As the final class meeting, Session 44 is designed to allow the students to reflect upon the knowledge they have attained during the Coastal Hazards Management course, and to engage in dialogue that summarizes how insights gained during the semester may have changed their perception of coastal hazard issues.

Readings:
Students should review assigned readings from past sessions, any handouts and supplemental materials that have been made available to them, as well as class notes to prepare for class.  

General Requirements:

The instructor should make photocopies of the list of Recurring Themes for each student to use during class, or ask the students to bring a copy of the list to class with them. The list of Recurring Themes appears in Appendix “A” at the end of this session.

The Instructor may wish to make available a whiteboard, flip charts, overhead projector, or other means of organizing and directing the discussion.

Objective 44.1
Discuss items on the list of Recurring Themes and convey how your perceptions of these issues have changed over the course of the semester.

Requirements:

The instructor may wish to use a whiteboard, flip charts, overhead projector or other tool during this Objective to organize and direct the discussion.

Remarks:

Referring to the Recurring Themes handout, the instructor should call on each of the students in turn to respond to a selected coastal hazard issue. The instructor should choose an item at random from the list as he/she calls on every student.

The students should come to class prepared to give short but thoughtful answers. The students should also be prepared to discuss any of the issues raised by the Recurring Themes at greater length, using arguments that are bolstered by information acquired and knowledge gained over the course of the semester.  The students should be allowed to refer to their class notes, readings, and other class materials while composing their response. However, responses should be somewhat spontaneous, as opposed to written answers prepared in advance.

The instructor should allow ample time for each student to respond fully, without any one student monopolizing the time allotted for the class. The instructor may then choose to open the floor to further discussion by the class as a whole.

APPENDIX A: RECURRING THEMES

Coastal Hazards Management Course

Recurring Themes

These themes are intended to encourage the students to think in a more expansive manner, and to see the interrelatedness of many of the issues that are raised through lecture and class activities. 

· Why does this course focus so heavily on management of development in the coastal zone? Answer: Because hazards themselves cannot be managed. Instead, we must look to keeping people and property out of harm’s way to the greatest extent possible, and where this is not possible, we must ensure that development that does take place is done wisely and with an eye to the inevitable hazards that will occur throughout the coastal zone, and especially on the oceanfront.

· What is the appropriate role of government in the management of coastal hazards? Which, if any, level(s) of government should be involved?

· To what degree are individuals responsible for their own safety in the context of coastal hazards? What role does personal responsibility play in assessing and addressing risk?

· Consider the political realities of coastal hazards management, particularly at the local level. For example, elected officials sometimes bow to the interests of their constituents, which may or may not be in the best interest of the community as a whole.

· What are some of the problems associated with a “patchwork” system of governance in the coastal zone? Are there any advantages or opportunities that arise from such a system?

· What is an acceptable level of risk? Who should make that determination?

· What are some of the systemic or programmatic incentives that are built into our society and economy that may stimulate development in hazard areas?

· What role do market forces play in the development of hazard areas?

· To what degree might government assistance to disaster victims encourage unsafe activities in the coastal zone? Federally-backed flood insurance?

· What are some of the moral considerations that factor into coastal hazards management?

· What are some of the ethical tensions that may have implications for coastal hazards management (e.g., rich vs. poor; conservation vs. development; economic opportunities vs. increased vulnerability; primary residents vs. tourists and visitors)?

· Who should bear the financial burden for the cost of disasters in the coastal region?

· Consider the dynamic between the rights of private property owners and the role of government intervention in the use of coastal lands.

· What is the responsibility of government in providing infrastructure to coastal areas?

· Much of the coastal area of the United States is already developed; what is the appropriate role of government with regards to remaining undeveloped coastal areas? What is the role of the private sector? Non-governmental organizations?

· Consider the fact that disasters often open a “window of opportunity” during which mitigation may be implemented more readily. How do we reconcile this opportunity to rebuild “smarter” with the need and desire of residents and business owners to return to normalcy as soon as possible? 

· What are some of the ways that human alteration of the natural environment has exacerbated hazard risk in coastal areas? (For example, destruction of mangrove forests that normally absorb wave impacts; dune leveling, etc.). What are the implications of such alteration for coastal hazards management? Are there any instances of positive results arising from human alteration of the coastal environment? 
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