Penn State University College of Medicine – On-line Master of Homeland Security in Public Health Preparedness 
The Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine is developing an on-line Master of Homeland Security in Public Health Preparedness program.  The Master of Homeland Security in Public Health Preparedness is an interdisciplinary professional graduate degree requiring 30-credit hours to complete.  The MHS is the first in the country to be offered by a College of Medicine.  The program seeks to broadly train homeland security professionals in disaster and bioterrorism preparedness.  The current program is targeted towards non-science, post-baccalaureate graduates, and may include federal, state and local public health officials, public affairs administrators, emergency management professionals, health care professionals, first responders, criminal justice and law enforcement personnel, military staff, and member of corporate security.  Graduates of the program will have a fundamental understanding of the principles of hazard analysis and incident management with respect to natural disasters and CBNRHE incidents; disaster planning and coordination, agricultural biosecurity, critical protection of health care infrastructure, and the political, legal, psychological, and social aspects of terrorism.  

Penn State’s World Campus delivers the curriculum on-line. 

On-line Master of Homeland Security in Public Health Preparedness 

Core Courses (12 credits) 

HLS 410 Public Health Preparedness for Disaster & Bioterrorism Emergencies I (3 credits) 

HLS 510 Public Health Preparedness for Disaster & Bioterrorism Emergencies II (3 credits) 

Geoscience 402 Natural Disasters (3 credits) 

Political Science 439 The Politics of Terrorism (3 credits) 

Required Courses (15 credits) 

HLS 515 Disaster Psychology (3 credits)

HLS 527 Public Health Evaluation of Disasters and Bioterrorism (3 credits) 

HLS 530 Critical Protection of Health Care Delivery Systems (3 credits) 

HLS 530 Agricultural Biosecurity (3 credits) 

HLS 594 Research Project (3 credits) 

Elective Courses (3 credits) – Choose one of the following courses
HLS 553 Disaster Communication (3 credits)  

Political Science 420 Public Policy (3 credits) 

Psychology 451 Leadership in the Work Place (3 credits) 

HLS 595 Internship (3 credits) 

The MHS is a 30 semester credit Graduate Degree with two embedded Graduate certificates, Bioterrorism Preparedness Certificate and Disaster Readiness Certificate, each of which is 15 credits.  

The Pennsylvania State University is accredited by the Commission on Higher Education of the Middle states Association of College and Schools.  

For more information: 

Contact: Robert Cherry, MD, Program Chair 
Penn State College of Medicine 

Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 

Hershey, PA 17033

Ph: (717) 531-6066

Fax: 

Email: rcherry@psu.edu 

Additional Information: Admission information and additional program information is available under program and degrees at www.worldcampus.psu.edu. 

Additional Phone: Dr. Peter Forster, PhD., 207 Mitchell Building, Penn State University, University Park, PA 16802, Ph: (814) 863-8304 or (814) 865-3290 (fax), Email: pkf1@psu.edu.  
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