University of New Orleans –Executive Leadership in Emergency Management Program 
The University of New Orleans has an Executive Leadership Program (ELP) in Emergency Management to its Hazard Management track in the Master of Public Administration program and Hazard Mitigation track in Urban Planning.  The introduction of the ELP compliments a broad range of professional and academic programs at UNO.  Qualified professionals will be able to earn professional certification in Emergency Management, with the option of pursuing advanced hazard-related specializations at Bachelor’s, Master’s and Ph.D. levels.  At the same time, professionals in academic programs such as planning, public administration and urban studies may find the opportunity to earn CEM and LEM certification a significant enhancement to their career options.

The goal of this program is to provide students with a solid understanding of emergency management practices, philosophies, training, professional contributions, and preparation to achieve the state, national, and international certifications that indicate their level of leadership and knowledge in the industry. In addition, the ELP provides candidates with the tools, resources, and dialogue with their professional peers to further develop their relationships and professional contacts to succeed as world class emergency managers.  

Expectations and Learning Objectives:

Satisfactory completion of this program, you should have a thorough knowledge and comprehension in these Primary Target Capabilities: 

1.         Information Gathering and Recognition of Indicators and Warnings

2.         Community Preparedness and Participation

3.         Risk Management

4.         Emergency Communications

5.         CBRNE Detection

6.         Critical Infrastructure Protection

7.         Food and Agriculture Safety and Defense

8.         Onsite Incident Management

9.         Emergency Operations Center Management

10.       Critical Resource Logistics and Distribution

11.       Responder Safety and Health

12.       Public Safety and Security Response

13.       Animal Health Emergency Support

14.       Firefighting Operations Support

15.       Citizen Evacuation and Shelter in-place

16.       Urban Search and Rescue

17.       Emergency Public Information and Warning

18.       Economic and Community Recovery

Satisfactory completion of this program will also enhance the ELP candidate’s working knowledge to strengthen these National Priorities:

1.         Expanded Regional Collaboration

2.         Implementation of the National Infrastructure Protection Plan

3.         Implementation of the National Incident Management System and the National
Response Framework

4.         Strengthening Planning and Citizen Preparedness Capabilities

5.         Strengthening Information Sharing and Collaboration Capabilities

6.         Strengthening Interoperable Communications Capabilities

The ELP program is broken into three phases: Phase (1) is the Assessment and Training Phase – during this phase students undergo a thorough assessment, receive general and specific training to meet the experience, training, and professional contributions required for the LEM, PDS and CEM; Phase (2) is the Application and Exam Preparation phase – during this phase the student will work with their appointed advisor to complete the written applications for LEM and CEM, participate in limited APS classes, and a workshop that provides a comprehensive review for the CEM exam.  Phase (3) is the Essay and Application Submission Phase – during the final phase students will receive workshops on how to write a grammatically correct essay, review topics and rules for their LEM and CEM essay, and complete their essay requirements (Students will complete the requirements individually in accordance with LEM and CEM guidelines); in addition students will submit their applications for LEM and CEM directly to the approving authorities.    

Lastly, significant aspects of the ELP program meet Louisiana Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness Strategy, and the New Orleans Urban Area Security Strategy.

The University of New Orleans is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).  

For any questions or concerns regarding the Application Process, please ELP administrator Jimmy Keen at:  JKeen@uno.edu 
For more information:

Contact: Dr. John J. Kiefer

University of New Orleans

Department of Political Science

319 Liberal Arts

New Orleans, Louisiana 70148

Ph: (504) 280-6457

Fax: (504) 280-6272

Email: JKiefer@UNO.edu 

Additional Information: http://poli.uno.edu/MPA/MPA.htm 

Additional Phone: (504) 280-6277 
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