University of Pittsburgh – Public Health Preparedness and Disaster Response Certificate Program
The University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of Public Health is offering a Public Health Preparedness and Disaster Response Certificate Program.  The interdisciplinary certificate program is designed to help prepare public health agencies to respond as the primary responders in bioterrorism incidents as well as and including other types of natural and technological disasters.  The Public Health Preparedness Certificate Program will prepare students to
·  participate in agency or organization planning, training and drilling for public health emergencies;
·  collaborate with first responders and local, state and federal agencies in response to public health emergencies;
·  conduct emergency surveillance;
·  provide leadership in public and private sector organizations on preparedness activities;
·  develop and implement crisis communications activities; and
·  evaluate the effectiveness of emergency response systems
Currently matriculated Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH) students and non-matriculated students may take the program for academic credit (for example, public health professionals with degrees in other fields).  For students taking the program for academic credit, the program will have admission standards equivalent to those for a master's degree at GSPH.

Curriculum for Public Health Preparedness Certificate Program:
· Issues in Bioterrorism (2 credits)  (required)
· Emergency Management and Disaster Response (2) (required)
· Environmental Health and Occupation Health Preparedness (2) (required)
· Evaluation of Emergency Response (2) (required)
· Risk Communications (2) (required) 
· Electives – Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Vaccines in Current Use, Survey of Radiation Health, Introduction to Risk Sciences, and Introduction to Environmental and Occupational Health 
Students must complete 15 credits (10 required credits, five elective credits, of which two must be GSPH courses) within five years, and hold minimum 3.0 GPA.  
Students may transfer credits earned from required courses taken before enrollment into the certificate program with approval from the certificate coordinator.  Non-degree students in the certificate program may be eligible to transfer credits from the certificate program to the degree program.  

Students matriculated in any graduate program in the university may apply directly to the program. Other applicants must apply to the GSPH. Admission is based on three criteria: Graduate Record Examination scores, job experience, and career plans. 

Applicants can apply and be accepted for the fall or winter term. Requirements for admission to GSPH and application forms are available at:  www.publichealth.pitt.edu.

The University of Pittsburgh is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.  
For more information

Contact: Joseph J. Schwerha, M.D., M.P.H.
Professor and Director of the Occupational and Environmental Medicine Residency and the Disaster Preparedness Programs 

Room A716 Crabtree Hall
130 De Soto St

Pittsburgh, PA 15260

Phone: (412) 624-3155
Fax: (412) 624-4030
Email: schwer@pitt.edu 

Additional Information: http://www.cphp.pitt.edu/upcphp/certificate.htm
Additional Phone:
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