University of Richmond – Online Graduate Certificate in Disaster Science
Individuals looking for professional development opportunities but cannot make the commitment to the Master of Disaster Science degree may choose to pursue our Graduate Certificate in Disaster Science.  Students complete 12 semester hours of graduate work.  To qualify for the Graduate Certificate in Disaster Science, a candidate must complete the curriculum satisfactorily, including the achievement of at least a 3.0 grade point average on all applicable coursework and the completion of the curriculum requirements within three years of starting the program.

Online Format

Our courses are delivered online with as high a quality as you will find anywhere.  Our students find our online learning format well-suited to their busy personal and professional schedules, particularly when traveling. The online format has additional benefits:

-Students build a professional network that starts with classmates and instructors.

-Students have more freedom to choose when and where they do their coursework.

-The online format includes multiple instructional tools to provide a varied and engaging learning environment. Learning resources include print materials, audio and video recordings, graphics, interactive elements, and a host of web-based resources, including online tools for discussion and research.
Who Should Apply?

Our programs are valuable for public service personnel, including fire and rescue, emergency medical services, and law enforcement, emergency managers, business continuity professionals, voluntary agency members, military officers and non-commissioned officers, fatality managers, search and rescue managers or practitioners in any field that responds when bad things happen.  Although most of students already have a background in emergency services, the online structure of our courses and level of personal attention are also ideal for career changers or those who wish to develop new expertise.

Admissions 

Our graduate application fee is $50. We do not require an entrance exam score, such as the GMAT.  Students seeking admission to the Master of Disaster Science program must have the following:

-A baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university.

-A grade point average of 3.0 or higher on all college and university academic work attempted.

-For students who have completed an undergraduate degree in emergency management or a related field, a minimum of two years paid or volunteer experience in the field.

-For students with other majors, a minimum of three years experience in the field.
-Note: No transfer hours will be accepted into the Graduate Certificate in Disaster Science.

Program
Choose 12 semester hours from the courses listed below:
ESM 503U
Research Practicum, 3

ESM 505U
Disasters: Characteristics and Physical Impacts, 3

ESM 509U
Social Dimensions of Disasters, 3

ESM 540U
The History of Emergency Management Organizations and Theory, 3

ESM 541U
The Politics of Disaster, 3

ESM 542U
Economic Impacts of Disaster, 3

ESM 543U
Religion of Disaster, 3

ESM 544U
The Law of Disaster, 3

ESM 549U
Comparative International Disasters, 3

ESM 595U
Hazards and Threats for the Future, 3

Students who have taken ESM 503U may not take ESM 505U, and students who have taken ESM 309U may not take ESM 509U.
Accreditation
The University of Richmond is fully accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097; Telephone: (404) 679-4501; www.sacscoc.org)) to award associate, baccalaureate, master and juris doctor degrees. 
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