Temple University Department of Public Health – Public Health Courses in Emergency Management 
The Temple University’s Department of Public Health, in collaboration with Temple’s Center for Research Preparedness Education and Practice (C-PREP), is developing classes for preparing the public health workforce to address the needs of special populations in a competency based framework. In emergency management, a special population is any group of people that needs extra support to be prepared for an emergency, as well as those needing community support to successfully respond and recover in disasters or emergency situations. These classes are for practitioners in emergency preparedness and response, public health professionals, undergraduate students, and recent graduates with an interest in emergency preparedness and response. The Department of Public Health has a CEPH accredited graduate and undergraduate public health program. Non-matriculated students may take these classes through the continuing education office at Temple University. Both these classes are offered in an online format through the undergraduate public health program.


The following classes are currently offered: 

1. Principles of Emergency Management: A Public Health Perspective PUBHLTH 2207

This course is designed to introduce students to the concepts and models of public health preparedness and response for all hazards emergency management. It will enable health care and allied health professionals, public health professionals, and emergency responders to work together to plan and respond effectively to both natural and man made disasters. The course will introduce students to the identified core competencies of emergency health preparedness for public health professionals who include: functional roles, communication, resource identification, problem solving, and evaluation. The issues of mental health and special populations will be introduced in an emergency management context. Students will utilize problem based learning by analyzing actual disaster events and applying the theories, principles, and practice of preparedness, response, mitigation, and recovery. In addition, students will learn about the importance of personal emergency preparedness, which will include the development of their own emergency plan.    

2. Man-Made Disasters: Radiological, Chemical & Biological Terrorism PUBHLTH 2202

This course is designed to introduce students to the concepts and models of public health preparedness, mitigation, and evaluation in the context of man-made disasters, including radiological, chemical and biological incidents. The course will address identified core competencies of emergency preparedness for public health professionals who include: disaster management, risk assessment, risk communication, governmental resources, functional roles, surveillance, and preparedness evaluation. Man-made disasters will be looked at in a historical, environmental and psychological context in order to elucidate the role of public health in man made disaster preparedness and evaluation. In addition the role of cultural competency and the needs of special populations will be addressed. Public perception of risk and media views of man made disasters will be explored. 
For more information: 

Contact: Sylvia Twersky-Bumgardner, MPH 

Clinical Instructor; C-PREP Project Coordinator
Temple University Department of Public Health
1700 N Broad St., Philadelphia PA 19122
Phone: (215) 204-9316
Email: sylviatb@temple.edu 

Additional Information: www.temple.edu/publichealth or www.temple.edu/cprep
Additional Phone: 
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