16 June 2008 - 
 

I first experienced involvement with major disaster in a responder capacity as a young soldier stationed at Fort Drum, New York.  January of 1998 brought a severe ice storm which had devastating effects upon the entire NE United States, and the soldiers of Fort Drum went into the community to respond.  As any responder can attest, the bug bit, and I became extremely interested in Emergency Management.  My next duty station was at Fort Lewis, Washington  As I neared separation from the service, I decided to pursue my degree in Emergency Management, but had trouble reconciling the desire to complete the degree quickly with the need to work full time.  
 

The University of Central Missouri (then Central Missouri State University) had started its Crisis and Disaster Management program under the direction of Dianna Bryant.  To my surprise, the coursework was offered online!  This made obtaining my degree significantly easier, as I could craft most of the class work schedule around my employment.  During my time as an online student, I worked in the country of Qatar for a year as a Security Administration Specialist for a US Government contractor.  When that assignment was complete, I moved to a different branch of the agency and went to Baghdad, Iraq for a year.  The entire two year period, I was taking classes, including a full 12 hour course load my first few months in Iraq.  The willingness of the UCM instructors to work with me despite some harsh conditions and their interest in my work as it could be related to Homeland Security and Emergency Management ensured that I would be a supporter of this program for the rest of my life.
 

I completed my degree on campus in 2005, and have settled in at the county level in Florida.  Though the majority of agencies in Florida are known for hiring Florida people (especially with hurricane experience), my county decided to give me the opportunity.  A heavy portion of this decision was due to my training and education obtained at the University of Central Missouri.  The broad spectrum of classes I was able to take have helped me from the first day on the job.  My School Safety and Security class was immediately referenced in support of a Tabletop Exercise with the scenario of a barricaded school shooter at a local college.  Classes in technology allowed me to begin to update equipment in the Emergency Operations Center.  My education with UCM has already paid itself off in full.  On June 12th, I was promoted from Deputy Director to Director of Emergency Management for the County.
 

I highly recommend the University of Central Missouri for the quality of education and attention received from the instructors within the Crisis and Disaster Management Department.  The flexibility of classes, forward thinking of the professors, and the interactive and supportive environment they create will benefit any student looking to begin or further a career in Emergency Management.  Further supplementation of my college education with FEMA's Independent Study courses has been a great benefit as well.  I currently have 46 IS classes completed, ranging from ICS and NIMS training to ESF support and building relationships with Tribal Governments.  The information in each class has served me well.
 

Respectfully,



Michael Faulkner
Director
Emergency Management Department
Okeechobee County, Florida
W: (863) 763-3212
M: (863) 634-6273
www.okeechobeeeoc.com
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Faulkner assumes reins of Emergency Management

Story and Photo Raye Deusinger
Michacl (Mike) Faulkner
has assumed the dutics of Deputy
Director of Okeechobee County
Emergency Management following
the retrement of Eugene O'Neil
Faulkner, 15 a sergeant in
the Army Infantry in New York, was.
called o help during an ice storm and.
aid the community in ts recovery ef-
fors. It sparked his interest. He fecls

secretary, Cathy Wilkinson, worksin
‘another county agency, but completes:
work for OEM. Full-time volunteers
Lynn Hooks and Al Berryman also
help. Hooks oversees the Functions
area by coordinating liaisons and re-
sponders such s those for phone and
food duties. Faulkner sad, “she does.
everything to keep us going."
Berryman is in charge of
communications, maintaining con-

New Emergency Management Dircctor Mike Faulkner in his office.

hat this kind of work has an “instant
payofl” when you can see despair
turn info hope.

In an interview with The
TIMES he detailed this agency’s
purpose: *We e responsible for prc-
paring the citizens of Okeechobee for
disaster, responding and recovering
from those disasters and mitigating
it future effects.”

Though e is the sole em-
ployee in the agency, he coordinates
with all other govemmental depart-
‘ments sothat in an emergency, ll can
work together o achieve results. His

tact with ham operators and others,
In allthere are 18 different categories
ofhelp known as Emergency System
Functions (ESF,) each esponsible for
adifferent area of handling emergen-

Faulkner explained, “when
you say doctor, you know what that
means, but there are many types of
doctors cach having their own skill.
OEM isasingle ageney, but providers
ineachof the 18 categories bing their
‘own skills and knowledge when and
where needed.”

Besides the obvious danger

of hurricanes, this area is subject to
dangerous conditions from wildfires
and “straight line winds”, Wildfire
danger is high at this time of year
because of wide expanses of vegeta-
tion which arc subject to lightning
strikes. Palmetto, particulasly, bums
very fast

Normally wind moves in a
circular motion, though not cnough
10 generate a tomado. Occasionally
 wind pattem prevails which gener-
ates “straight line winds" which do

“The Office of Emergency Man-
agement has prepared a bro-
chure which helps houscholds
prepare for any type of emer-
gency situation. The informa-
tlon filled booklet is available
free at the Times office, 106 SE
st

not ciculate, but move with extreme
speed and powerand can prove highly
destrustve o personal property as
wellas people.

In addition to problems
created by weather, the OEM also

ust b prepared to deal with terror-
attack alers, dangers from fringe

sroups such as skinheads, anti-abor-
tion radicals and other such groups.

‘The office, thotigh small,
is crowded with chairs and work
areas which would be populated
with people when they are called in
1o deal with a siuation. This offce
i equipped with an E-Sat Phone—a
state communication system for
alerts dealing with weather, amber
alrts, etc.

Thereisalsoa DTN Weather
system 10 track weather continuously
andihere is continuous monitoring of

‘maor news networks, security el
and regional Security Task Force
information.

Just moments afer the
terview, the OEM received a call
concering a swarm of bees i th
Viking Propertics which last weck
attacked a man who subsequentl
died. The OEM calld n a task foree
including the police, sherif's office,
health department, county and city
fire departments, administration rep
resentatives and others. Discussior
fed 10: call 0 the Dept. of Agricul
ture which confirmed the swarm was
probably Aficanized Honey Bees.
was sprayed and emoved. Look for:
story on this occurrence on page 2.

‘The OEM has three majo
seasons—ihe 5 % monih Hurricans
Season, a winter scason when wild
fires become the major concer and
the spring season devoted to training
and teaching.

They have put outa remark:

able book on Hazard Preparedness
which details with how you can be
ready for emergency circumstances
We haye free copies which you
can pick up at the front desk ot ih
Okeechobee TIMES, 106 SE $ St
They also have a Disaster Supplics
Calendar which will help you as
semble 2 disaster supply package
overaperiod ofsix monihs, essening
the cost of assembling cverything
at one time. sk for this by cmail
at mfaulkner@eo okeechobee fLus
oc request it at their offie, 499 NW
5 Ave.
“Through this office” said Faulknes
“with the advent of newer technolo
gies, we can get more information tc
more people.”





