Royal Roads University
MA in Disaster and Emergency Management Program 
Associate Faculty Teaching Opportunities
Fall 2010

The MA in Disaster and Emergency Management Program (MADEM) is expanding and we are now seeking new Associate Faculty. Teaching opportunities exist in both our face to face residency courses, as well as our online courses. The face to face portion of the residency is 3 weeks, and the online courses are 12 weeks, with additional short preparation and marking periods on either side of the teaching timeframe. For those who have not taught in an online environment before, RRU offers a short on line Instructional Skills Workshop on a regular basis, at no cost.
Teaching Opportunities
	Dates
	Spring intake stream
	Fall intake stream

	2010
	
	

	Nov-Dec 2010
	
	DEMN 500/510 (residency)

	2011
	
	

	Jan – March 2011
	DEMN 575 (online)
	DEMN 520 (on line)

	April – June 2011
	DEMN 500/510/600/610 (residency)
	DEMN 530 (on line)

	Sept – Nov 2011
	
	

	Oct-Nov 2011
	
	DEMN 500/510/575/600 (residency)

	2012
	
	

	Jan – March 2012
	DEMN 575 (online)
	DEMN 520 (on line)

	April – June 2012
	DEMN 500/510/600/610 (residency)
	DEMN 530 (on line)

	Sept – Nov 2012
	
	

	Nov 2012
	
	DEMN 500/510/575/600 (residency)



Further information on the MADEM program, including program and course descriptions and timetables, can be found on our website: http://www.royalroads.ca/program/disaster-and-emergency-management-ma. Our university does not follow a standard semester schedule, and hence we offer courses throughout the year, with various start dates. If you are interested in joining Royal Roads University as an Associate Faculty, please contact:
Jean Slick jean.slick@royalroads.ca 
Program Head and Associate Professor
Disaster and Emergency Management Program
Royal Roads University

An overview of the courses in our program is provided on the following pages.


MA in Disaster and Emergency Management
Royal Roads University
The MA in Disaster and Emergency Management (MADEM) is a two-year interdisciplinary degree dedicated to educating both aspiring and existing disaster and emergency management professionals. The program explores the theoretical foundations of disaster and emergency management as a growing field of practice and study. The program design incorporates both individual and team-based learning strategies, and in the first year, offers students an applied skills course. In the second year of studies students conduct an applied research project on a topic of personal interest. 
The following premises are central to the overall conceptualization of the MADEM program:
· Disasters are a product of the inter-relationship and mutual construction of the environmental, social, economic, and political spheres
· The conceptual frameworks we use to define disasters and disaster and emergency management shape practices and outcomes
· Effective disaster management is grounded in an holistic approach based in participatory process, citizen engagement, and individual and community empowerment
· Disaster and emergency management processes and practices can and should contribute to disaster risk reduction, community resilience and sustainable communities
DEMN 500: Disaster and Emergency Management in Theory
This introductory residency course provides students an introduction to foundational concepts and theories guiding the practice of disaster and emergency management in the 21st century. The course prepares students to critically examine their role as an emergency manager and the importance and qualities of effective teams. Ethics and principles which guide the practice of disaster and emergency management are studied. The relationships between prevention, preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation are examined. The function of emergency and disaster management in relation to sustainable and resilient communities is explored. This course also provides students with foundational academic skills to support their graduate program of study, and prepares them to transition to study in an online environment. (3 credits)

DEMN 510: Disaster and Emergency Management in Practice 
This 3-credit residency course considers the function of the emergency manager in leading and managing in 21st century disaster management contexts. The changing paradigms of disaster and emergency management are explored, and the implications for practice considered. Grounded in a reflective analysis of personal style, students explore team process, both conceptually and experientially. Management competencies for leading in uncertain contexts are examined. The value and relevance of theory and research to the practice of disaster and emergency management are considered through presentations and an applied exercise. Current issues in the disaster and emergency management field are explored. (3 credits)

DEMN520*:  The Domains of Disaster Management: Constructs and Key Elements
This course explores the conceptual and theoretical approaches to the study of emergency and disaster management, with a particular emphasis on the ‘social construction’ of disaster. This approach builds on concepts examined in the first residency, extending our understanding of disasters beyond a hazard paradigm, and exploring the relationship between social, cultural, political and economic factors, and hazard, risk and vulnerability. Evidence of the impact of disasters on people, organizations, communities and systems provides a foundation for understanding ways in which practitioners may be able to improve outcomes. Course material is explored both conceptually as well as in applied exercises in relation to historical disaster events. (3 credits)
*pre-requisites: DEMN500, DEMN510 or approval of the Program Head.

DEMN 530*:   Disaster Management and Community Resilience
Examines conceptual and theoretical approaches to the study of disaster and emergency management. Emphasizes management perspectives and citizen engagement and community capacity building; risk communications; and sustainable mitigation and recovery. Explores the role of the emergency manager in building community capacity, and considers ways to effectively engage citizens in all aspects of disaster and emergency management. Covers leadership and decision-making demands on managers during disaster events. (3 credits)
*pre-requisite DEMN 520 or approval of the Program Head

DEMN540: Practicum (General Stream Applied Skills Course)
Students are required to complete a self-designed and self-organized practicum that affords them an opportunity to apply the theory and skills they have learned during the program. Students can make arrangements to complete their practicum at either their place of employment or with another agency. (3 credits)

DEMN 575: Research Methods
In this course, students study various qualitative and quantitative research methodologies that can be used to learn more about and improve the professional's ability to understand, predict, prevent, manage, mitigate and recover from natural and human-induced disasters and emergencies. Topics include research design, conducting a literature review, research question and hypothesis formulation, problems of causality, data collection, analysis, and presentation, research ethics and report writing. Students review field, participatory and action research, and rapid appraisal. This course prepares students to contribute to the development of the disaster and emergency management field (3 credits)

DEMN 600: Disaster and Emergency Trends: Insights and Issues
In this course, students work together to examine the international perspective of disaster and emergency management. They focus on disaster and emergency as a tool of foreign aid and development; examining the impact of globalization, poverty, gender, corruption, and the politics of disaster assistance. Students discuss the challenges confronting the field of disaster and emergency management; with a particular emphasis on new, emerging threats to national, international and human security. (3 credits)
 *Pre-requisites DEMN520 and DEMN530 or approval of Program Head.

DEMN 610: Capstone Scenario (Practitioner Stream Applied Skills Course)
In this capstone course, learners engage in an experience that will test the integration of previous learning through practical application. In teams MADEM Learners engage with designated local communities or organizations to assist with their preparedness and planning. Not surprisingly, not all communities will have the same needs, and will have differing levels of preparedness and organization. The nature of the projects undertaken will, therefore be unique to each community and team, and will require the application and integration of prior learning in the MADEM program.
Since this activity may require the learners to conduct interviews or use other research methods dealing with people, an Ethical Review Request for DEMN 610 was submitted by the Faculty on behalf of the Learners to the RRU Research Ethics Board.
DEMN 690: Major Research Project
This course requires students to complete an independent Major Research Project, which is original, sustained, and creative.  Project must demonstrate the student's knowledge of disaster and emergency management theory and the ability to apply it in the field. Students are responsible for selecting a topic and finding an academic advisor and organizational site sponsor. All topics require the approval of the academic program, the student’s academic advisor and the site sponsor. Regulations and procedures are detailed in the Major Research Project Handbook. (12 credits)


