Handout 11-2

Evaluating Hazard Models
The following provide a framework for identifying critical elements of a hazard model.  

A. Quality:  


1. Do the results accurately reflect the event simulated under specified conditions?  



2. Are limitations of the model stated in a clear straightforward manner?  




a. Are results expressed in an easy to understand manner?  

b. Must the results be formatted for use by decision-makers?  

c. Are results outlined to easily understand the intended use? 

3. Is the information presented in an orderly arrangement and in a form that assists the decision-maker?  

a. Is there information overload resulting from the model?  

B. Timeliness:  


1. Many day to day decisions are time sensitive.  

a. Decisions on how to respond to situations must be made quickly.  

b. Timely information has several ingredients.  

c. Is information provided when it is needed for making a decision?  

2. Is the information resulting from the model output current?  

a. Information should be up to date when it is provided to the decision-maker.  

3. Is the information from the model updated as needed?  

a.When conditions change is information provided as often as needed or at an appropriate frequency?  

C. Completeness:  


1. The results of the model must be complete to be of value to decision-makers.  

a. Is the scope of the information sufficient to allow the decision-maker to make an accurate assessment of the situation and to arrive at a suitable decision?  

2. Does the decision-maker have access not only to current information, but also to past history?  

3. Conciseness and detail are two additional aspects of completeness.  

a. Are the results of the model presented to the decision-maker in a concise form, but with sufficient detail to provide the decision-maker with enough depth and breadth for the current situation?  

4. Is sufficient relevant information provided to the decision-maker without information overload? 
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