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1. How should emergency management offices be organized?  It is better to have offices in another department or under the city managers office?
2. We need to better understand the roles and contributions of the various actors involved in emergency management.  While we do understand police and fire to some extent, we lack knowledge on public health departments and GIS departments, etc.
3. What skills and personality traits assist emergency managers?
4. We need more understanding of planning councils, mutual aid arrangements, regional approaches to preparedness.
5. We must gain better comprehension of the interaction of local officials with state and federal agencies.
6. We need further information about emergency management in other nations.
Comparative work is lacking.
7. We need additional knowledge about WMD detection, grants administration, the impact of NIMS on emergency management, and the policies created by DHS.
8. We need comparative work on emergency management computer programs (Web EOC, E-TEAM, etc.).
9. We need to assess alternative emergency management policies and their assumptions, strengths and weaknesses.
10. We need to think more about how to "sell" emergency management and best practices for logistics.
11. From a geographers standpoint, we should reassess the concept of hazards and examine global warming.
12. We need to look at new ways to warn individuals (e.g., Internet and cell phones).
13. We should examine critical infrastructure as it relates to mitigation.
14. We need more planning with the media (and education of the media).
15. It is imperative that we assess the psychological impact of disasters and examine the benefit and drawbacks of CIS programs.
16. We should examine cultural beliefs and how they impact disasters and emergency management.
17. We probably need a study about disaster policies at the local, state and federal levels to find areas for improvement.
18. We need to focus more on the "management" of emergency management.
19. How to accurately assess risks and allocate resources in this field in light of rising disasters.
20. Additional topics for study include organizational learning, complexity, the elderly in disasters, public health and emergency management, impact of catastrophes on economic performance, progress in the private sector, etc.
