Session No. 17





Course Title: Sociology of Disaster


Session Title: Non�Victim Responses to Disaster				Time: 1 hour





�





Objectives:


				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:





				17.1	Describe and illustrate three myths about public responses to disaster, i.e., panic, shock, and role abandonment





				17.2	Define convergence behavior and identify five types of convergees





				17.3	Describe the emergence of therapeutic communities





				17.4	Identify three social factors that constrain participation in therapeutic communities





�





Scope


				Non�victim responses to disasters are introduced in this session with emphasis on myths, convergence behavior, and the concept of therapeutic community.
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Requirements


				The professor should integrate into this session current news stories of disasters that illustrate the key concepts where possible. Precision in the presentation and focus of class discussion will be enhanced if an outline of the key topics is put on the chalkboard before the start of this session.





�
Remarks


				Refer students back to their notes from Session No. 7 and the assigned reading by Wenger (1987). This will help tie the more general theory to the specifics covered in this session.





Supplemental


Considerations





Three Myths


				Three myths about non�victim responses





				1.	Panic behavior (rare, if at all; remind students of the special conditions identified by Quarantelli)





				2.	Shock (activity, not passivity)





				3.	Role abandonment (officials stay at their jobs)





				Note: ask students to illustrate these points based on material from Session No. 16 and the assigned reading by Quarantelli and Dynes (1973).





Convergence


 Behavior


				Five types of convergees based on Fritz and Mathewson (1957) and summarized by Wenger (1987, p. 226).





				1.	The returnees





				2.	The anxious





				3.	The helpers





				4.	The curious





				5.	The exploiters


�
Therapeutic


 Communities


				This concept was introduced by Fritz (1961) and is similar to the concepts proposed by Barton (1969), i.e., the altruistic community and Taylor et al. (1970), i.e., the utopian mood.





				1.	Rise in informal helping behaviors





				2.	Excess donations given





				3.	Expanded volunteer behavior





				4.	Decline in criminal activity





				5.	Increased community morale





				6.	Increased frequency of altruistic behavior





				7.	Heroic behavior highlighted





Constraints


				Social factors that constrain participation in therapeutic community





				1.	Socioeconomic status (poor more neglected)





				2.	Age (elderly more neglected)





				3.	Gender (male in search and rescue; females with relatives and donations)





				4.	Ethnicity (minorities more neglected)





				Note: Barton (1969) proposes 71 propositions that detail the social processes that constrain the emergence of the therapeutic community. The above four factors are documented in Drabek and Key (1984, pp. 88�110). See also the Foreword to this book by Fritz (pp. v�x) for updated discussion of the therapeutic community concept.





Teaching Tip


				Precision in presentation, especially an outline on the chalkboard, student provided examples from the assigned readings, linkage to general theory (i.e., Session No. 7), and examples from current disasters can enrich this session greatly.


�











 





 





Non�Victim Responses to Disaster			Instructor Guide





�











�





Sociology of Disaster								Page 17-�page \* arabic�5�











