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Objectives:


				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:





				19.1	Understand the procedures and expectations related to the mid�term examination (take home essay)





				19.2	Complete the oral and written assignment for the disaster case study analysis
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Scope


				This session will focus on answering questions regarding the mid�term examination and the disaster case study analysis assignment.





References


				1.	Professor: course outline (material specifying disaster case study analysis) and mid�term examination (see supplemental considerations, below).





				2.	Student: book selected for disaster case study analysis.





Requirements


				Course outline; list of student book titles approved for the disaster case study analysis; mid�term examination.





Remarks


				Beyond distributing the mid�term examination, explaining the evaluation criteria, and answering questions regarding the examination, this session is the final date for students to obtain approval for their book selection for their disaster case study analysis.





Supplemental


Considerations





Examination


 Instructions


				It is recommended that the following instructions be included on the examination.





				Select two of the four topics presented below and write an essay for each of the two selected. Limit each essay to the equivalent of five typed pages (double spaced). Each essay will be evaluated independently and weighted equally (14 points). Include a separate page of references cited (ASA format required). Sign your name at the end of each essay to indicate that it is your work. Due (date) (in class). (Allow one week).





Evaluation


 Criteria


				It is recommended that the following evaluation criteria be included on examination.





				Essays are evaluated on an overall basis. While separate ratings are not made on each, the following are the major criteria used:





				1.	Depth: Are issues introduced and dropped, or are they developed and analyzed?





				2.	Organization: Is there evidence of logical thought and consistent internal structure, or is a “shotgun” approach used?





				3.	Originality: Are there new ideas and efforts to rearrange old ones, or is the material just regurgitation?





				4.	Style: Are sentences and paragraphs used to present ideas in a straightforward manner, or does excessive verbiage hide the ideas?





				5.	Mechanics: Does the work reflect a sense of pride by being neat, and unmarred by spelling and punctuation errors?





Examination


 Questions


				1.	Write an essay entitled: “The Evolution of Sociological Research on Disasters.” In your essay identify the types of questions disaster sociologists have attempted to answer and the theories and methods they have used. What cautions would you offer to emergency managers who seek to use this research base for programmatic guidance? What range of events does this research field include? Specify five analytic criteria that have been proposed to differentiate among disasters.





				2.	Write an essay entitled: “Disaster Myths and Sociological Research.” In your essay identify four beliefs about disaster response that have been debunked by empirical research. How has that research impacted planning for disasters? What cautions about this research base (key criticisms) would you highlight to emergency managers from outside the U.S.A. who might try to use these conclusions for programmatic guidance?





				3.	Write an essay entitled: “Disaster Life Cycles: Implications for Community Preparedness.” In your essay identify and illustrate the four phases in the life cycle of a disaster. Explain how these define the four functions that comprise All�Hazards Emergency Management. Select one of the functions and discuss three broad strategies that are relevant. Select two of these strategies and describe briefly two specific tactics for each that might be used by emergency managers.





				4.	Write an essay entitled: “Threat Denial and Effective Disaster Warning Systems.” Explain the importance of knowing the social characteristics of those being warned. Identify four social factors that constrain human responses to disaster warnings. What seven functions must be accomplished if a warning system is to be effective? Demonstrate your knowledge of the sociological literature on this topic by citing relevant findings and research studies.





Case Study Analysis


				Review all student book assignments to avoid omission and duplication. Review instructions for the written assignment and answer questions. Refer students to the course outline. Assign dates for the oral summary to be presented to the class. Structure expectations for oral summary:





				1.	Length: 5�10 minutes





				2.	Topics:





					A.	Title of book and names of authors





					B.	What did you learn about the authors?





					C.	Brief summary of event and locale





					D.	What research methods were used?





					E.	What criticisms or cautions about these methods would you highlight?





					F.	Select the most significant conclusion or finding that was confirmed in the Drabek inventory and summarize it.





					G.	Select the most significant inconsistency you discovered between this case study and the conclusions in the Drabek inventory.





					H.	What does this case study tell us about emergency management policy and programs?





					I.	What aspects of this study are most relevant to emergency management practitioners?





				3.	Encourage use of handouts and/or chalkboard display of key points.





Teaching Tip


				Indicate to students that written comments will be made on all examinations. These should help them improve their written communication skills. It is recommended that permission be obtained from the student with the best examination paper. It should be made available to any student who wishes to review it.
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