Session No. 39



Course Title: Sociology of Disaster

Session Title: Field Trip: American Red Cross					Time: 1 hour
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Objectives: 

				At the conclusion of this session, students should able to:



				39.1	Describe the mission of the American Red Cross



				39.2	Discuss the organizational structure of the local chapter and its relationship to the national organization



				39.3	Briefly describe the history of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the founding of the American Red Cross



				39.4	Identify opportunities and difficulties Red Cross personnel confront when they try to use sociological research conclusions
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Scope

				Through this session students will meet with a disaster practitioner and learn first hand the mission, history, and structure of the American Red Cross.



References

				1.	Professor (Related Background Reading): David S. Adams. 1970. “The Red Cross: Organizational Sources of Operational Problems.” American Behavioral Scientist 13:392�403; Thomas F. James and Dennis E. Wenger. 1978. “The American National Red Cross and Image Maintenance: A Research Note.” Mass Emergencies 3:55�59; Foster Rhea Dulles. 1950. The American Red Cross: A History. New York: Harper Collins Publishers; Pam Brown. 1988. Henry Dunant. Watford, Herts, United Kingdom: Exley Publications Ltd.



				2.	Student: Brenda Phillips and Mindy Ephraim. 1992. Living in the Aftermath: Blaming Processes in the Loma Prieta Earthquake (Working Paper No. 80, 15 pp). Boulder, Colorado: Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center, Institute of Behavioral Science, University of Colorado.



Requirements

				Professor must arrange for field trip with appropriate agency personnel and brief them on the topics to be covered (see Supplemental Considerations). Also, student liability waivers may be required by the university; it is the professor’ responsibility to make sure that all required forms are completed prior to departure. Car pooling by students should be encouraged.



Remarks

				While an agency visit is recommended, the objectives of this session also may be accomplished by a guest speaker. Regardless, the professor must insure that the presentation provided covers the topics specified and does not drift into a “public relations story.” The professor must emphasize that adequate time for student questions is expected, i.e., approximately 15�20 minutes.



Supplemental

Considerations



Mission

				The mission of the American Red Cross should be outlined briefly including its Congressional Charter, participation in FEMA’s National Response Plan, and local Chapter disaster responsibilities.



Structure

				The structure of the local chapter and its relationship to the national organization should be outlined briefly.

�History

				The origins of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva, Switzerland, and the founding of the American Red Cross should be described briefly.



Sociological

 Research

				The opportunities and difficulties Red Cross personnel confront when they try to use sociological research conclusions should be described.



Student

 Questions

				Since each student will arrive with at least four questions they would like to ask, the speaker must be forewarned that adequate time must be available. When appropriate, follow�up contact by telephone may be encouraged for those students who have a question or two they would like to ask the speaker.



Teaching Tip

				Indicate to students that there will be a review session (i.e., No. 43) where the assigned reading will be integrated with the field trip experience. Issues raised in the specific reading assignment and prior class discussions should be reflected in the questions they formulate to ask the speaker, e.g., sheltering policies related to homeless persons and other sheltering needs that occurred after the Loma Prieta earthquake (Phillips and Ephrain 1992) and Drabek (1996) (see Session No. 11). Internship and volunteer opportunities with the local ARC Chapter should be explored.
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