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Objectives: 


				At the conclusion of this session, students should able to:





				44.1	List at least six fields of study that offer insights into human responses to disaster





				44.2	Identify at least ten illustrative scholars who are not sociologists, but who have published research findings focused on human responses to disaster





				44.3	Discuss at least five research questions that reflect theories and approaches of disciplines other than sociology





				44.4	Describe the inherently multidisciplinary nature of emergency management
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Scope


				This is the second of three integrative sessions which focuses on the inherent multidisciplinary nature of the practice of emergency management.
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				2.	Student: No assigned reading; copy of Final Examination.





Requirements


				The professor should place the “Multidisciplinary Matrix” (see Supplemental Considerations) on the chalkboard. It should be completed as class discussion is directed toward the different components. The professor should have a copy of the Final Examination available for reference.


�
Remarks


				Students should be encouraged to relate aspects of the field trip experiences, prior assigned readings, and materials from other courses to this session. The central point of this session is to help students realize that they have focussed largely on sociological research and theory relevant to disaster. There are many related disciplines that have relevant theories and methods that will become important tools for future emergency management professionals. While sociology and geography dominated the research on human responses to disaster prior to 1980, scholars from related disciplines are now producing new research conclusions that will greatly expand the knowledge base available to future emergency management professionals.





Supplemental


Considerations





Final Examination


				The professor should ask students if there are further questions or clarifications related to the Final Examination.





Multidisciplinary


 Awareness


				The professor should ask students what individuals wishing to practice medicine must study. A list of topics and disciplines should be revealed quickly on the chalkboard as they are mentioned, e.g., biology, chemistry, biochemistry, anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, etc. These various knowledge bases are relevant to different aspects of the practice of medicine.





Multidisciplinary


Nature of Emergency


 Management


				The professor should explain that the newly emerging professional��the emergency manager��also must be trained in a wide array of disciplines because there are many relevant knowledge bases. Despite areas of overlap, scholars in each discipline ask different types of questions and bring contrasting theories and methodological tools to bear on the issues they view as most important. Each discipline complements the others, but future emergency management professions will be required to draw from all of them.





Multidisciplinary


 Matrix





Multidisciplinary Matrix





Discipline�
Representative


Scholars�
Illustrative


Research Questions�
�
Political Science�
Peter May


Richard Sylves�
What political factors have patterned differential community implementation of flood mitigation programs?�
�
Pubic Administrations�
William Petak


William Waugh�
What has been the legislative history of shared governance of flood mitigation programs?�
�
Economics�
Howard Kunreuther�
What are the cost-benefit ratios of alternative food mitigation programs?�
�
Anthropology�
Anthony Oliver-Smith


Anthony F.C. Wallace�
What types of folk culture adaptations have strengthened community resilience to flood disasters?�
�
Geography�
James K. Mitchell


Gilbert F. White�
How do public perceptions in urban and rural communities differ regarding the use of flood-prone lands?�
�
Psychology�
Bonnie L. Green�
What are the long-term mental health consequences of flood disasters?�
�
History�
David McComb�
What has been the history of flood events in semi-arid locales?�
�
Urban Planning�
Raymond J. Burby


David R. Godschalk�
Why do community planers differ in their recommendations of land use patterns within flood-prone areas?�
�
�
Additional


 Disciplines


				The professor should emphasize that scholars in many other disciplines have focussed on aspects of disaster events in the past and more will do so in the future. Among these disciplines are: law, emergency medicine, hospital administration, public health, journalism, accounting, business administration, etc. The knowledge bases available to future emergency managers will expand at accelerating levels both in volume and diversity.





Internationalism


				The professor should emphasize that rapid developments in information technologies and the activities of various professional associations like the Research Committee on Disasters within the International Sociological Association and the United Nations International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, are linking scholars and emergency management professionals. Increased internationalization is a clear trend for the future.





Teaching Tip


				Depending upon the class composition, students majoring in areas outside sociology could be used as resources. For example, an economics major could be asked to formulate a question about disaster mitigation that would be the type of research question his economics professors would ask.
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