Session No. 45



Course Title: Sociology of Disaster

Session Title: Final Examination							Time: 1 hour
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Objectives: 

				At the conclusion of this session, students should able to:



				45.1	Describe the key concepts and awarenesses they learned in this course



				45.2	Record their evaluation of the course and the professor



				45.3	Understand the evaluation of their “Field Trip Reaction Report”
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Scope

				This is the last session in this course and should focus on four activities: (1) class discussion of the most important things learned; (2) collection of final examinations; (3) student evaluation of the course and professor; and (4) return to students the “Field Trip Reaction Reports” with professor evaluation indicated.



References

				1.	Professor: none



				2.	Student: none



Requirements

				“Field Trip Reaction Reports” should be evaluated and returned to students. Final Examinations will be collected. Student course evaluation forms will be completed in accordance with university policies.



�Remarks

				This session is an opportunity for the professor to receive student feedback regarding what they believe has been the most important things they have learned in the course.



Supplemental

Considerations



Final Examination

				These should be collected at the beginning of the session. Examination (take�home essay) was distributed at the end of Session No. 43.



Examination

 Instructions

				It is recommended that the following instructions be included on the examination.



				Select two of the four topics presented below and write an essay for each of the two selected. Limit each essay to the equivalent of five typed pages (double spaced). Each essay will be evaluated independently and weighted equally (14 points). Include a separate page of references cited (ASA format required). Sign your name at the end of the essay to indicate that it is your work. Due (date) (in class). (Allow one week).



Evaluation

 Criteria

				It is recommended that the following be included on the examination.



				Essays are evaluated on an overall basis. While separate ratings are not made on each, the following are the major criteria used:



				1.	Depth: Are issues introduced and dropped, or are they developed and analyzed?



				2.	Organization: Is there evidence of logical thought and consistent internal structure, or is a “shotgun” approach used?



				3.	Originality: Are there new ideas and efforts to rearrange old ones, or is the material just regurgitation?



				4.	Style: Are sentences and paragraphs used to present ideas in a straightforward manner, or does excessive verbiage hide the ideas?



				5.	Mechanics: Does the work reflect a sense of pride by being neat, and unmarred by spelling and punctuation errors?



Examination

 Questions

				1.	Assume that you received an RFP (request for proposals) entitled: “Documenting Long�Term Disaster Impacts on Social Systems.” Write a research proposal concept paper using the following subtopics (be sure to identify which social systems, e.g., families, organizations, communities, etc. will serve as your units of analysis): (a) project title; (b) abstract (50�75 words); (c) statement of problem (cite relevant research studies); (d) research questions and/or hypotheses; (e) study design (explain internal and external validity issues); (f) data collection techniques. The RFP indicates that project funded will be for a three year period with direct costs budgeted at approximately $100,000 per year (do not prepare a budget, but frame the scope of your proposed study so as to employ one faculty member @ ½ time, 2�3 student research assistants, and secretarial support @ 1/3 time, plus some funds for travel if field work is required, telephone interviews, etc.).



				2.	Write an essay entitled: “Emergent Systems in Disaster Responses: Community Resource or Problem Source.” Explain what is meant by the concept of “emergent systems.” In what ways can emergent systems become problem sources for local governments? What examples can you describe where emergent systems were resources? Cite relevant research studies throughout your essay.



				3.	Write an essay entitled: “The Professionalization of Emergency Management: Key Strategies and Major Barriers.” In your essay describe briefly the types of strategies effective local emergency managers have used to maintain the integrity of their programs and the most common barriers they confront. Use examples from the class field trip experiences where appropriate and cite relevant research literature.



				4.	How do core social values impact beliefs about hazard mitigation and perceptions of risk? Write an essay which explores this question. Select an appropriate title for your essay and identify the three or four major themes that comprise it in your introduction. Cite relevant research studies where appropriate and be sure to identify how social factors constrain perceptions of risk and proposed solutions for reducing them.



What Did You

 Learn?

				The professor should lead class discussion focussed on the theme of identifying the core learnings that students believe this course provided. A listing of key concepts, awarenesses, and attitudes should be listed on the chalkboard as they are proposed by students. These might be summarized by the professor into three to five major themes as a way to close out this portion of the session.



Final Examination

 And Course Grade

				The professor should indicate when the Final Examinations will be graded and procedures for return to students, e.g., pickup in departmental office, direct mail, etc. The timetable for reporting course grades should be identified and procedures for obtaining these should be specified.



Course

 Evaluation

				In accordance with university policies, students should complete the course evaluation forms and submit them to the department.



Field Trip

 Reaction Reports

				As students depart the classroom, the Field Trip Reaction Reports should be returned by the professor.



Teaching Tip

				The professor should conclude with a challenge to students. Consider a paragraph like this. “You now have had the privilege of learning from this course. Very few people on the entire planet have been given this privilege and with it comes a new level of responsibility. In your job and community life, whatever the future may hold for you, you have unique insights about disaster��response, recovery, preparedness, and mitigation. How will you put this knowledge to work? Everytime you see news coverage of floods, tornadoes, earthquakes, hurricanes, or what have you, I hope you will ask yourself this question: ‘When and how will I put my disaster class experience to work?’ The opportunities for you really are limitless and I hope this course will stimulate you to seek out some of these in the decades ahead.”
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