Session No. 5



Course Title: Sociology of Disaster

Session Title: History of Disaster Research					Time: 1 hour
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Objectives: 

				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:



				5.1	Identify the first sociological study of a disaster



				5.2	Summarize the three initial disaster research field teams



				5.3	Describe the role and impact of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) on sociologically focussed disaster research



				5.4	Identify at least three major disaster research centers in the U.S.A.



				5.5	Identify at least six books that have synthesized the disaster research literature
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Scope

				This session should reinforce and elaborate on the brief history of the field summarized by Drabek (1993) so that students can attain an understanding of the intellectual origins and major scholars that defined the sociology of disaster.



References

				1.	Professor (Related Background Readings): Russell R. Dynes. 1970 Organized Behavior in Disaster. Lexington, Massachusetts: Heath Lexington Books; Allen H. Barton. 1969. Communities in Disaster: A Sociological Analysis of Collective Stress Situations. Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc. and T. Joseph Scanlon. 1988. “Disaster’s Little Known Pioneer: Canada’s Samuel Henry Prince.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 6:213�232.



				2.	Student: Thomas E. Drabek. 1993. “History of Sociological Research on Disasters.” Pp. 9�22 in Proceedings of the United States��Former Soviet Union Seminar on Social Science Research on Mitigation for and Recovery from Disasters and Large Scale Hazards. Volume 1: The American Participation, edited by E.L. Quarantelli and Konstantin Popou. Newark, Delaware: Disaster Research Center, University of Delaware.



Requirements

				Professor should use chalkboard to develop a five part outline to aid students in gaining familiarity with key aspects of this intellectual history: (1) first empirical study; (2) first three disaster research field teams; (3) function of NAS; (4) research centers; and (5) key synthesizing works.



Remarks

				This session can be boring to students and the professor must avoid this. This is a short lesson on the history of science and can best be presented as “the story” of a series of researchers who share an interest in a common question, i.e., how do humans respond during a disaster.



Supplemental

Considerations



First Sociological Study

					1.	Samuel Prince, ship collision at Halifax Harbor, 1917



					2.	Doctoral dissertation, Columbia University



					3.	Social science research methods and theory used



					4.	Conclusions are abstract enough to apply to other disasters

�Initial Field Teams

(1950�54)

					1.	National Opinion Research Center (NORC) (Charles Fritz)

	

					2.	University of Maryland (John Powell)



					3.	University of Oklahoma (Lewis Killian)



National Academy

of Sciences (NAS)

					1.	Publication series



					2.	Linking researchers to funding



					3.	Policy applications



Major Research Centers

					1.	Disaster Research Center (DRC), Ohio State University 1963�1985 (Founders: E.L. Quarantelli, R.R. Dynes, J.E. Haas); relocated to University of Delaware 1985 � present



					2.	Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center (NHRAIC), University of Colorado 1975 � present (Founders: Gilbert F. White and J.E. Haas)



					3.	Center for Technology, Environment and Development (CENTED), Clark University 1978 � present (Founders: Robert W. Kates, Roger E. Kasperson and Christoph Hohenemser)



Other Centers

					Office of Hazard Studies, Arizona State University; University Center for Urban Research, University of Pittsburgh; Hazard Assessment Laboratory, Colorado State University; Hazard Management Group, Oak Ridge National Laboratory; Hazards Reduction and Recovery Center, Texas A & M University



Major Synthesizing

Works

					Charles E. Fritz. 1961. “Disasters.” Pp. 651�694 in Contemporary Social Problems, edited by Robert K. Merton and Robert A. Nisbet. New York: Harcourt.



					George W. Baker and Dwight W. Chapman (eds.). 1962. Man and Society in Disaster. New York: Basic Books.



					Allen H. Barton. 1969. Communities in Disaster: A Sociological Analysis of Collective Stress Situations. Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc.



					Russell R. Dynes. 1970. Organized Behavior in Disaster. Lexington, Massachusetts: Heath Lexington Books.



					Dennis S. Mileti, Thomas E. Drabek, and J. Eugene Haas. 1975. Human Systems in Extreme Environments. Boulder, Colorado: Institute of Behavioral Science, University of Colorado.



					E. L. Quarantelli and Russell R. Dynes. 1977. “Responses to Social Crisis and Disaster.” Annual Review of Sociology 3:23�49.



					E. L. Quarantelli. 1978. Disasters: Theory and Research. Beverly Hills, California: Sage Publications, Inc.



					Gary A. Kreps. 1984. “Sociological Inquiry and Disaster Research.” Annual Review of Sociology 10:309�330.



					Thomas E. Drabek. 1986. Human System Responses to Disaster: An Inventory of Sociological Findings. New York: Springer�Verlag.



					Russell R. Dynes, Bruna DeMarchi and Carlo Pelanda. 1987. Sociology of Disasters: Contribution of Sociology to Disaster Research. Milano, Italy: Franco Angeli.



					Thomas E. Drabek and Gerard J. Hoetmer (eds.). 1991. Emergency Management: Principles and Practice for Local Government. Washington, D.C.: International City Management Association.



Teaching Tips

					Emphasize to students that they do not need to memorize the names of books, research centers, or disaster researchers. Rather the purpose of this lesson is to help them understand the historical sequence through which this field has emerged within sociology.
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