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Objectives: 

				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:



				6.1	Identify aspects of the genealogy within the community of sociological scholars involved in disaster research



				6.2	Describe the geographic distribution among at least 12 disaster researchers



				6.3	Summarize the functions of one research center



				6.4	Describe the functions of the International Research Committee on Disasters



				6.5	Identify at least 4 specialized journals that publish the results of sociology of disaster studies.
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Scope

				This session builds on the previous one, but brings a series of specific elements to students so that they can understand the internal linkages among some of the scholars who have defined the field of the sociology of disasters.



References

				1.	Professor (Related Background Readings): E.L. Quarantelli. 1987. “Disaster Studies: An Analysis of the Social Historical Factors Affecting the Development of Research in the Area.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 5:285�310 and E.L. Quarantelli. 1994. “Disaster Studies: The Consequences of the Historical Use of a Sociological Approach in the Development of Research.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 12:25�49.



				2.	Student: Mary Fran Myers. 1993. “Bridging the Gap between Research and Practice: The Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 11:41�54.



Requirements

				Professor must seek to present a sense of the “living history” that this session depicts. These are real people who did actual studies and at times guided students who in turn guided subsequent cohorts of other students. Journals and research centers facilitate communication among this community of scholars who are scattered across the U.S.A. Through the International Research Committee on Disasters, linkages across nations are facilitated. Outline key points on a chalkboard as they are developed.



Remarks

				As with the previous session, this material can be boring to students unless it is presented as “the story” of how this field emerged. Personal anecdotes are the key to making this presentation come to life.



Supplemental

Considerations



Genealogy

				Professor discretion is required here; different scholars and even centers could be used to complement or supplement the following illustration. This information is best presented by placing the names of the researchers on a rough map of the U.S.A. as each is mentioned so that the geographical distribution is highlighted too. Remember, the point is not with any specific individual researcher who may or may not be mentioned in the presentation, but rather to assist students to see how this “community of scholars” evolved over time. The following listing is only illustrative.



				Pioneers: Samuel Prince (Columbia U.); Charles Fritz (U. of Chicago and NAS)



				First Generation: E.L. Quarantelli and Russell R. Dynes (OSU then U. of Delaware); J.E. Haas (OSU then U. of Colorado); Ralph Turner (UCLA); Fred Bates (U. of Georgia).



				Second Generation, DRC Graduates (illustrative): T.E. Drabek (U. of Denver); G.A. Kreps (College of William and Mary); R.A. Stallings (U. of Southern Calif.); W.A. Anderson (NSF); D.E. Wenger (U. of Delaware then Texas A & M, Director of Hazards Reduction and Recovery Center); B.E. Aguirre (Texas A & M); K.J. Tierney (UCLA then U. of Delaware, Co�Director of DRC); D.M. Neal (U. of North Texas); B.D. Phillips (Texas Women’s University); T.R. Forrest (U. of North Carolina at Charlotte)



				Second Generation, U. of Colorado Graduates (illustrative): D.S. Mileti (Colorado State U. then U. of Colorado, Director of NHRAIC); M.K. Lindell (Psychology) (Michigan State U.); R.C. Bolin (New Mexico State U.); P.A. Bolton (Battelle Human Affairs Research Centers, Seattle); J.H. Sorensen (Geography) (Oak Ridge National Laboratory)



				Second Generation, UCLA Graduates (illustrative): J.M. Nigg (Arizona State U. then U. of Delaware, Co�Director of DRC)



				Second Generation, U. of Georgia Graduates (illustrative): W.G. Peacock (Florida International U.)



Geographical

Distribution

				A listing similar to the above can be created by the instructor. A simplified map can be used to highlight the geographical distribution and/or a handout can be given to students with the names of the researchers and their institutional affiliation specified.



Center Functions

				NHRAIC as illustrative, M. F. Myers (1993) (student reading selection) lists four operational areas that collectively support the main goal of the center which is “. . . to strengthen communication among researchers, and the individuals, organizations, and agencies concerned with individual and public actions to reduce damages from disasters.” (p. 43) These functions are:



				1.	Information Dissemination Program (e.g., The Natural Hazards Observer; Monograph series; Disaster Research (electronic newsletter)



				2. Information Library Services Program (e.g., HAZBIB)



				3. Research (e.g., quick response grants)



				4. Annual Workshop



Functions of RCD

				The Research Committee on Disasters (RCD) is one of nearly four dozen Committees officially recognized by the International Sociological Association. Among the many functions of the RCD are the following:



				1.	Sponsor the International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters



				2.	Participate in the International Sociological Association World Congress (held every four years)



				3.	Linkage mechanism, both formal and informal, for disaster researchers around the world, e.g., session at 1994 meeting in Bielefeld, Germany, researchers from 15 different countries presented 49 papers.



				4.	Presidents: E.L. Quarantelli (1982�1986); Russell R. Dynes (1986�1990); Thomas E. Drabek (1990�1994); T. Joseph Scanlon (1994�1998)



Specialized

Journals

				International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters, (formerly Mass Emergencies), Disasters (England), Industrial and Environmental Crisis Quarterly (formerly Industrial Crisis Quarterly), Australian Journal of Emergency Management (Australia), Journal of Hazardous Materials, The Environmental Professional, Environmental Management, Environment and Behavior, Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management, Risk Analysis



Teaching Tip

				At the beginning of this session, quickly review the highlights that are most salient to this one as a way to set the stage. Start with Prince’s work, mention the NORC studies, the role of NAS, and the founding of specialized research centers like DRC.
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