SESSION 19 HANDOUT
Interpersonal Violence in America

Note intersecting patterns of vulnerability to violence based on gender, social class, physical ability, race and ethicity, and  age. While in some cases rates of reported violence declined in the last decade (1990-2000), particularly among men, the overall patterns are consistent and exposure to violence remains high.

Americans’ easy access to firearms is reflected in homicide statistics. In 1996, handguns were used to murder 30 people in Great Britain, 106 in Canada, 15 in Japan, and 9,390 in the U.S. 

Between 1992 and 1998, 72% of the average annual 21,232 homicide victims over the age of 12 were killed with a firearm.

In 1998, there were 30,708 deaths by firearms in the United States. Over 80 % (26,189) of those who died were male. 

Gun death disproportionately affects young people. Among those aged 15-24, firearms are the second leading cause of death.

The annual death toll from gunfire (mainly handguns)  in recent years exceeds 30,000. Firearm fatalities grew by 24% between 1985 and 1994. Should current trends continue, this will be the nations’ leading cause of injury-related death by the year 2003.

Intentional violence against another person accounts for a third of all deaths due to injury, disproportionataly involving young people. Homicide has been the leading cause of death among young (15-23) African American males and females for the past decade.

Homicide is the second leading cause of death on the job among Americans. These deaths are 3 times higher among men than women, but workplace homicide is the leading cause of workplace deaths among employed women. 

More often than homicide, Americans die from suicide, 57% of which are committed with firearms. 

Suicide rates increase with age and are highest among men over 65 (83% of suicides among older Americans in 1998). But suicide is the third leading cause of death among young people (15-24). Young white males are especially at risk of suicide, though rates among young black males are increasing.

African American males (15-24) have a homicide victimization rate substantially higher (185.1 per 100, 000) than Hispanic males (97.3) and non-Hispanic whites (10) of the same age. Gun homocide is the leading cause of death for black males aged 15-34.

Youth are 3 times more likely than adults to be victims of violence. One-quarter of youth violent vicimizations involved the use of a firearm.

Adolescents have higher rates than younger children and adults for minor and serious forms of violence.  In 1992, the rate of violent crime victimization per 1,000 for juveniles (12-17) and young adults (18-24) was nearly twice the victimization rate for persons 25-34 and five times the rate for those over 35.

Of all violent crimes measured by the National Crime Victimization Survey, many more were perpetrated by intimate partners (48%) or family members (32%) than by strangers (20%).

In 70% of all homicides committed by intimate partners, the victims are women.

The greatest risk women face of violence and injury is from male intimates. Three of every four (78%) rapes and aggravated and simple assaults commited against women are commited by an intimate partner, compared with 4% of non-lethal violence experienced by men.

People with disabilites are at higher risk than those other Americans of sexual violence,especially disabled women and those with cognitive disabilities such as mental retardation.  

Rates of sexual violence against women with disabilities (as reported in 18 surveys conducted in the 1990s)  ranged from 51% to 79%. Adults with mental retardatioin and learning disabilities reported lifetime experiences of sexual violence ranging from 25% to 67%.  Among male and female victims, most (88-98%) perpetrators are male and known to the vicim . 

Sources:  National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsteets); US Department of Justice Statistics (www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs); National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety (www.cdc.gov/niosh/violfs); Center for the Study and Prevention of Violence, University of Colorado (www.colorado.edu/cspv/factsheets/violence), citing academic studies as well as data from government agencies; Jointogether report citing data from National Vital Statistics Reports 48 (11), 2000 [www1.jointogether.org/gv/issues/impact]. 
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