SESSION 20
Elaine Enarson

Course Title:    A Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters

Session 20:        Violence and Social Vulnerability Panel II


   [2 of 2 Sessions]                                                                 Time:  1 hour


Objectives:

At the conclusion of this session, the students should be able to: 
Objective 20.1     Facilitate a community panel discussion on violence and disasters  

Scope:

This is the second of a two-part discussion of violence as a barrier to disaster resilience. This panel discussion helps students understand the lived experience of fear and how it impacts people’s resilience to disaster.  The panel discussion draws out how patterns of violence in the US impact practitioners in disaster contexts.

Suggested Readings:   No assigned readings for student or instructor

Requirements:  Briefly review session objectives [Slide 1]
Make prior arrangements for a panel of 2-4 speakers.  These may include representatives from a local antiviolence shelter, an immigrant rights organization, a group working with street children, or other knowledgeable community agencies actively engaged with people exposed to interpersonal and/or institutional violence. Ask these advocates (paid staff and/or volunteers) to consider co-presenting with one or more representatives of the population in question. 

Panelists should be asked to:
· Prepare a very brief self-introduction
· Very briefly describe the group’s origins, structure, and activities
· Bring materials about the organization and the issue for distribution to students, if possible
· Respond to student questions forwarded to them one week earlier 
· Anticipate how disasters might engage the capacities of the populations with which they work and/or create specific needs; discuss specific disaster events in this community, if any  

· Suggest specific changes which could help this group and local emergency management collaborate to reduce risk
Allow 15-20 minutes per panelist, depending on the number invited, and reserve a minimum of 15 minutes for open discussion.  
Provide campus map, parking permit, etc. and follow up with written thanks to the speakers.
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