SESSION 35
Elaine Enarson

Course Title: 
    A Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters 
Session 35:
    Community Organizations in Disasters Panel
       Time: 1 hour                           


Objectives:

At the conclusion of this session, the students should be able to:


Objective 35.1
Relate course concepts to local contexts 

Objective 35.2
Assess the resources of community groups that work closely 


with people at high risk 

Objective 35.3
Assess the vulnerabilities and practical needs of community 


groups that work closely with people at high risk   

Objective 35.4
Design an action plan for integrating community groups that 


work closely with people at high risk  into emergency 



management



Scope:  
This session enables students to apply new perspectives on structural and situational vulnerability to their own local community. The instructor will facilitate a 40-minute panel discussion involving 3 or 4 community-based groups working closely with people known to be at risk in disaster contexts.  
Student questions solicited during Session 34 were forwarded in advance to members of the panel.
This session becomes the basis of an optional writing assignment (Student Assignment 35: Community Organization Panel Response Paper).


Suggested Readings: none
General Requirements:  Briefly review session objectives [Slide 2]
Arrangements: Contact members of the panel at least two weeks in advance to allow for cancellations. Follow-up all phone contacts with potential panelists by mail.  Mail or fax the questions developed by students in Session 30 along with written directions to the classroom, a parking permit, and a formal letter of invitation including student questions for speakers. Be sure to call the day before to confirm details and follow up with written thanks on behalf of the institution.tc \l2 "Arrangements:  Contact members of the panel at least  two weeks in advance to allow for cancellations. Follow-up all phone contacts with potential panelists by mail.  Mail or fax written directions to the classroom, a parking permit, and a formal letter of invitation including student questions for speakers. Be sure to call the day before to confirm details and follow up with written thanks on behalf of the institution.
Invited speakers should be asked to: 1)  prepare a very brief self-introduction, 2) very briefly describe the origins, structure, and activities of the group,  3) bring materials about the organization and the issue for distribution to students, if possible, and 4) respond to student questions forwarded to them one week earlier. 

Allow a minimum of 15 minutes for  general discussion.

Selecting panelists: The following are examples of groups which are present and active to varying degrees in American cities and towns.  The instructor may consider inviting onto the panel 3 or 4 of the community-based groups below:  
· tc \l2 "The following are examples of groups which are present and active to varying degrees in American cities and towns.  The instructor may consider inviting onto the panel 3 or 4 of the community-based groups below:  Crisis line/suicide prevention centertc \l2 "
crisis line/suicide prevention center
· Ethnic cultural centers/antiracism advocacy groups
· Senior center
· Disability rights organization

· Immigrant rights advocacy and service group
· Shelters (battered women, homeless)
· Gay and lesbian rights group or others addressing hate crime
· Food bank
· Tenants’ association working with low-income renters

· Farmworkers’ organization

· HIV/AIDS advocacy organization

· Local hospice center
· Governmental and non-governmental agencies working with run-away teens and children at risk of violence
· Community foundations serving women and families in need

· Faith-based organizations, e.g. Salvation Army

Remind students to attend class, play an active part in class discussion, and take  notes as this session is the basis for a writing assignment due the following week. As noted in the assignment guidelines, the response paper is geared to identifying practical ways emergency managers could respond to the concerns of these or similar groups. See Student Assignment.
Supplementary Considerations: none

Student Assignment:  Community Organization Panel Response Paper
Write a 3-5 page (typed) response to the panel discussion. Your essay should include concrete references to examples from the panel as well as concrete references to assigned readings covered in the course sessions on Structural and Situational Barriers to Resilience (Sessions 7-20).
After a brief introduction of the issues and concerns raised by this panel, your essay should develop a model for integrating the concerns raised into local emergency management practices.   Begin your essay by identifying and briefly explaining any gaps you perceive between people running community groups like these and people working in local emergency management agencies (private and public). Where are the gaps?  How and why do they arise?   

tc \l1 "The first part of your essay should identify and briefly explain any gaps you perceive between people running community groups like these and people working in local emergency management agencies (private and public). Where are the gaps?  How and why do they arise?   In the second part of your essay,  build on the information provided during the panel discussion to propose concrete steps toward more integrated and community-based emergency management. Develop an action plan to bridge the gaps you have identified,  looking at steps that can realistically be taken by both emergency managers and community groups. tc \l1 "In the second part of your essay,  build on the information provided during the panel discussion to propose concrete steps toward more integrated and community-based emergency management. Develop an action plan to bridge the gaps you have identified,  looking at steps that can realistically be taken by both emergency managers and community groups. 
As you write, put yourself in the shoes of those who run or work in community groups like these and the management, staff, and volunteers of  local emergency management agencies (private and public).  What concrete steps do you think are most important? What additional resources are needed? What social trends or social changes do you see that will support the changes you suggest? tc \l1 "As you write, put yourself in the shoes of those who run or work in community groups like these and the management, staff, and volunteers of  local emergency management agencies (private and public).  What concrete steps do you think are most important? How can people and organizations be enabled to effect these changes?  What monitoring or  accountability measures would be useful? How can people and organizations be enabled to effect these changes?  What monitoring or  accountability measures would be useful?  

tc \l1 "Write a 3-5 page (typed) response to the panel discussion. Your essay should include concrete references to examples from the panel as well as concrete references to assigned readings covered in Sessions xxx-xxx (structural and situational vulnerability). After a brief introduction of the issues and concerns raised by this panel, your essay should develop a model for integrating the concerns raised into local emergency management practices.   
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