SESSION 43 HANDOUT
Study Questions For Final Examination
Session 2: Development of social vulnerability analysis
1.  Why is there such a strong bias toward technology in the dominant view of disasters? 
2.  What is the role of “chance” or “random” events in your own life?  Describe a “freak  occurrence” you’ve experienced.

3.  Describe the place of individual psychology in the dominant view.

4.  What considerations do you think the President of the U.S. thinks about in issuing a disaster declaration?

5.  Why was the civil rights movement important in laying the foundation for a vulnerability approach to disasters?

6.  Are there social groups in your community you’d suspect may experience higher vulnerability to disaster than others?

Session 3: Worldviews, values and political dimensions

1. Define “world view” and give examples of several different ones.

2. Why do you think some people have difficulty accepting the view that the causes of natural hazards are completely understandable with modern science and are not “acts of God”?

3. Why is it important for disaster response workers to be aware of the value assumptions they make?

4. What are the elements that go into a decision by the President of the United States to issue a disaster declaration in a particular case?

Session 4: Historical roots of vulnerability 

1. What are some of the ways that history is different from an exact science like physics or chemistry?

2. What is meant by the term ‘alternative history’?

3. How would you go about studying the local history of a disastrous event?

4. What were the historical events that led to the current organized international system for responding to disasters?

Session 5: Technological hazards and vulnerability


1. How do we define technological hazards and what types of hazards do these include?

2. Why should emergency and hazard managers be concerned with technological hazards?

3. What is risk and how does it relate to technological hazards?

4. What are the global trends in technological disasters?

Session 6: Demographic and economic trends 

1. What are general population trends globally? Are these the same in the U.S.? 

2. Why do people migrate? Describe these patterns globally and in the U.S.

3. Why should we be concerned with population trends (growth and migration) when considering vulnerability?

4. What types of economic inequalities can you identify that may contribute to vulnerability?

Session 7: Social class (1 of 2) 

1. Describe the wealth gap in the U.S.

2. How is poverty linked to other factors, such as race/ethnicity? Education level? Age? Family type?

3. Define “social class” and describe its distribution in the U.S.

4. Define “life chances” and give examples.

5. Define “life styles” and give examples.

Session 8:  Social class (2 of 2) 

1. What are the three factors most directly linked to disaster vulnerability, and how are each affected by social class?

2. How can emergency managers more adequately address the needs of families of lower social classes?

Sessions 9:  Race and ethnicity (1 of 2)

1. Which of the following statements about racial categories is NOT true:
a.  Tend to be used to group people who come from certain geographical areas
b. Based on perceived sets of traits

c. Often associated with adaptation to environmental conditions

d. Refer to a scientific set of characteristics

e. Tend to be used as a basis for discrimination

2. Most people in the world today can be loosely grouped according to skin color and eye shape. (F)

3. Race tends to be used as a reason for separating the privileged or preferred classes from others. (T)

4. Prejudice is against U.S. law today. (F)

Session 10:  Race and ethnicity (2 of 2)

1. After reading McIntosh, list five experiences that likely would have been different for you today if you had been of a different race. How does being on your side of the white privilege factor affect you?

2. Discuss racism from the point-of-view of its effect on whites in America.

3. Which of the following was not a factor found by Peacock and Girard to be associated with greater home damage from Hurricane Andrew?

4. Being a minority

5. Being located in a community with 75% or more blacks

6. Having boarded up

7. Being located in the eye of the storm


Session 11: Gender (1 of 2)

1. How does gender interact with social class, age, and race or ethnicity before, during, and after disasters?

2. Distinguish between gender-based differences and gender-based inequalities. Which most increase women’s vulnerability to disaster? Men’s? 

3. What do you think are the key barriers facing women emergency managers?  

4. How are changes in our society impacting women and men differently with respect to hazard and risk?  

5. How do the life experiences of women and of men, respectively, prepare them to respond to hazards and disasters?   

6. What are examples of the gendering of  emergency management organizations?

Session 12: Gender  (2 of 2)

1. What are concrete examples from these gatherings of gender and disaster specialists  which demonstrate how women and men experience disasters differently?

2. What are some ways that women respond differently to risk in and outside the US, based on these observations ?   

Session 13: Age

1. What is the distribution of age in the U.S.?

2. How does age affect other areas of life, such as health?

3. What are the characteristics of bureaucracy, and what are the implications for youth, the elderly, and for emergency managers?

4. How do disasters affect youth and the elderly?

5. What can emergency managers do to address the unique needs of youth and the elderly?

6. What mechanisms can help build capacity of youth and the elderly?

Session 14: Health and disability

1. Why do you think the “special populations” approach is so readily adopted? 

2. What social trends are increasing the disabilities and health limitations of Americans in the coming decades?

3. How do functional impairments specifically increase the vulnerability of persons with disabilities and/or chronic health problems? 

4. What other risk factors increase the vulnerabilities of persons with chronic ill health and/or disabilities?

5. The “disabled” and “sick” are not a homogeneous group, nor is functional impairment necessarily the most important predictor of a person’s needs or capacities in disasters.  What are some resources emergency managers can draw upon to learn more about these differences?  How could this information be utilized for planning purposes?

Session 15: Language and literacy

1. Describe specific examples of literacy or language barriers hampering the access of emergency or disaster information or materials.

2. Explain one way to analyze the reading level of educational materials.

3. Describe how you would develop an educational program on earthquake safety for the Los Angeles area. Include what resources (human and material) you would use and their source.

Session 16: Foreign Birth

1. According to Rubin and Palm, how did immigrants from Latin America respond to the Whittier earthquake?

2. Anticipating similar responses, how can emergency managers be prepared to deal with the concerns of similar populations in their communities?

3. What are some additional ways in which foreign-born groups can be disadvantaged when responding to a disaster?

4. How many foreign-born people reside in the US and what are the national patterns in terms of countries of origin and settlement?

5. Where can you find up-to-date information on immigrants in your area?

6. If there are immigrants in your area, what are their characteristics?

7. How would you adapt your work to meet their needs?

8. What are the current policies and laws relevant to immigrants receiving the services that you provide?

Sessions 17:  Households and family (1 of 2)

1. What can be important differences between households and families when it comes to disaster response?


2. What are some ways in which disasters are stressful for families?

3. What are some characteristics of strong families that can help them cope with a disaster?

4. What is meant by social integration and how is it related to disaster resiliency?

Session 18:  Household and family  (2 of 2) 

1. What are some types of households likely to be found in: 

a. Rural communities

b. Coastal communities

c. Industrial cities

2. What can a community do to assist renters to mitigate and respond to disasters?

3. Describe 5 things emergency managers and responders can do to help families cope?

Sessions 19:  Violence (1 of 2)

1. How do these forms of violence relate to disasters through the disaster cycle?

2. What do you think are the most important issues raised by violence for emergency practitioners? 

3. How does violence intersect with other patterns of vulnerability?

4. What emergency management policies could help build strong human communities with reduced levels of violence and fear?

5. Explain to a skeptic how three particular forms of violence examined in this 
 session relate to disaster vulnerability. What are specific examples through the disaster cycle?

6. What do you think are the most important issues raised by violence for emergency practitioners? 

7. How does violence intersect with other patterns of vulnerability?

Session 20:  Violence (2 of 2):  no study questions 

Session 21: Human communities

1. How would a community you grew up in fare, using the criteria discussed in class?        

2. How would you define a strong community? Describe it in detail.

3. What are some current trends in U.S. communities and how do they affect the development of a sense of community? 

4. Describe how the socio-political ecology perspective of community and how it can be  useful for emergency managers. 

5. What can emergency managers do to build strong communities?

Session 22: Community case studies

1. How does the social structure of a community relate to its ability to respond and recover from a disaster?

2. What has been learned about social vulnerability from the U.S. experience with past disasters?

Session 23: Strategies for assessing community vulnerability
1. What are some of the most vulnerable regions of the U.S. and why?

2. What is a Community Vulnerability Assessment?

3. What is commonly included in the assessments completed by emergency managers?

4. If a societal analysis is included in a CVA, what does it typically include?

5. What community-level factors affect disaster resistance, and thus should be assessed?

Session 24: Conducting a social vulnerability assessment
1. What is the value of mapping areas with high concentrations of vulnerable groups?

2. What are some community assets that can be utilized by the emergency manager to deal with high-risk populations or areas?

Sessions 25 and 26: no study questions

Session 27, 28, and 29:  no study questions  

Session 30: New ideas

1. Review the key concepts embodied in a social vulnerability approach. Which seem most critical to you? Why?

2. What are some characteristics of our society that make a shift to this way of thinking about hazards and disasters difficult? 

3. Which groups of people active in managing risk are least likely to accept this view? Why?

4. What are some characteristics or trends in contemporary US society which make this new perspective appealing? To which social groups particularly? Why?

Session 31: New skills 

1. Make a list of the skills you think emergency managers need to effectively use a social vulnerability approach in their work.

2. What are some barriers facing nontraditional emergency managers?

3. Prepare to discuss specific case studies that document the need for a new set of skills and abilities from a social vulnerability perspective.

4. What are four steps you think would help bring a broader base of people into emergency management work?

Session 32: New practices

1. Review the planning guidelines and principles implicit in a social vulnerability approach. 

2. Take a concrete example from the field (see Handout 36.3) and think about how it relates to “best practice” guidelines. What stereotypes or false assumptions are avoided?

3. Thinking of the case material provided, make a list of the factors that were conducive to vulnerability-reducing approaches.  

Session 33: Social change in disasters
1. Define “social change” and explain the interaction between structure and culture.

2. Using information from Session 3, how do world views promote or resist social change?

3. Why is culture called the “roadmap of life”?

4. What are the five kinds of social change?

Session 34:  CBOs and emergent groups 

1. How are disasters an agent for social change?

2. What distinguishes CBOs from NGOs?

3. What kinds of coalitions do CBOs build?

4. How do communities ensure social equity?

Sessions 35, 36, 37, and 38: no study questions

Session 39: Sustainability and sustainable development  

1. How can processes and conditions of the environment provide both benefits and hazards to human being?  Give examples.

2. Are their major differences between the way ‘sustainable development’ is defined in the U.S. and internationally?  Why?  Why not?

3. What are the major social criticisms of ‘sustainable development’?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Justify your answer.

4. What are the differences between economic development and human development?  Is this distinction valid only in poor countries of the world or also in the U.S.?  Why?  Why not?

5. If you had to decide between allocating money to replant trees on a denuded hillside about a village and to provide the village with diesel for its electric light generator, which would you choose?  Why?  In your answer think about the relationship between environment and development.

Session 40:  Risk reduction and sustainability in the Third World

1. Explain why even with lower economic losses from disasters, Third World countries suffer more from their effects.

2. How does land ownership patterns in a country affect distribution of wealth and poverty?

3. How does lack of environmental sustainability make women’s work more difficult in rural areas of the Third World?  How can this increase poverty?

4. Review the critiques of international development programs.  Which do you think are valid?  Which are not valid?  Defend you opinion.

5. What is the common bottle neck in getting the work of reducing disaster risk done at international level and at the national level? 

Session 41:  Risk reduction and sustainability in the First World

1. What are the Sustainability Principles?  Give examples of each of them.

2. Are their major differences between the way ‘sustainable development’ is defined in the U.S. and internationally?  Why?  Why not?  Use examples of the application of the Sustainability Principles in your answers.

3. What are the differences between economic development and human development?  Is this distinction valid only in poor countries of the world or also in the U.S.?  Why?  Why not?  Do these differences have anything to do with the application of the Sustainability Principles?  How?

4. How would you define the ‘root cause’ an environmental risk?  Do you agree with Beck that ecological modernization can never provide freedom from such risks?  Why?  Why not?

5. If the Sustainability Principles were universally and completely applied, do you think there would still be a place or need for an environmental justice movement?
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