Floodplain Management Course – Policy Exercise Template

Handout 21.1
Class Problem 5 – Policy Floodplain:

Task 1: Describe floodplain as the PRODUCT of overlapping and often conflicting policy as well as the CONTRIBUTOR to policy that impacts other areas.  Specifically describe policy issues that impact a floodplain for your case study city within the context of the river basin functions that defined these characterizes (Two typed written pages or less and if appropriate graphic material such as maps, charts, PowerPoint slides…)

Discussion:  This course offers three definitions of a floodplain. Each describes a different geographic area of concern. With each there exist areas of overlap and often areas of conflict between individual property rights real and perceived, and local, regional and federal government jurisdictions. 

For your case study floodplain: 

1. Identify areas of federal jurisdiction including lead agencies and possible conflicts. 

· The information will usually come from federal laws and regulations, the state constitution and state codes, all of which can be found on the Internet. 

· Many states and communities have placed their floodplain, stormwater, and/or water pollution control plans that contain descriptions of federal, state, and local responsibilities on the Internet. These plans, while comprehensive, are limited, and all sources should be exhausted to find the many ways each state has confronted its water issues. 

2. Identify areas of State and regional jurisdiction, if any, and possible conflicts 

3. Identify areas of local (County, City, Special District) jurisdiction and possible conflicts 

Task 2:  From the policy perspective presented above, SCOPE out the key concerns of the stakeholders identified in the module 1 exercise. – Review their objectives and determine the issues that should be of most interest to them.  

1. Are there critical issues, areas of concern or processes within the basin or along the corridor that warrant special emphasis – Property rights movement, agricultural interests, poor experiences with regional governments…)

2. How strategic are the issues surrounding your case study floodplain to these critical concerns?  

(Review the stakeholders and their objectives suggested in Module 1. A couple of sentences or a bulleted list noting the most significant examples would be appropriate for this task Special emphasis should be given to conflicting objectives.

Task 3 What are the most appropriate MANAGEMENT MEASURES to address the above mentioned scope of concerns?   

1. List alternative measures that should be considered in addressing the key concerns including a no action alternative. 
2. Are there associated significant impacts associated with these alternatives? Did you consider cumulative impacts; those over the long and short term; are these impacts beneficial or adverse and to whom?

3. Did your measure taking advantage of natural processes?

(A simple list of bulleted items would be appropriate for this task along with descriptive maps) 
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