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Objectives:

At the end of this session, the students will be able to:

30.1
Present materials to class

30.2 
Evaluate presentations 

30.3
Package material for other audiences 

30.4 
Course Evaluations

Scope:

This session is devoted mainly (60 minutes) to class presentations and the evaluations of these presentations. This leaves 15 minutes to discuss, and evaluate the course, and provide feedback to the Association of Floodplain Managers.   

Readings: 

No new readings are suggested.


General Requirements:

Student teams must have presentations available as written text and PowerPoint slides, if appropriate. 


Objective 30.1     Present materials to class 

Remarks

A. 
Sufficient time should be allowed for each student team presentation. The amount of time 
allocated will depend on the number of presentations and time allocated for 
discussion.  However, 10 minutes should be sufficient and should encourage the teams 
to present their products in clear and concise manner.   
B.
Time for discussion should be provided, depending on the time available, but should be 
controlled.  If possible more time should be allowed for discussion than for the actual 

presentation.

C.
Presentations need to include written text that could be in bulleted form and presentation 
material such as PowerPoint presentations, posters….  
Objective 30.2 
Evaluate Presentations 

Remarks

A.
Evaluative criteria should include whether or not the student teams: 

1. Integrated all four perspectives through time – reflected an understanding that the floodplain is the product the watershed and also contributes to down stream impacts.

2. Included alternatives that reflect the need to balance differing objectives of the various stakeholders.

3. Sufficiently defined the problem such that the above concerns were addressed.

4. Had clearly presented material.    

B. 
Evaluations could performed be by the instructor or by student that are not 
presenting. These student peer reviews could be based on the above four criteria listed 
above.  

Objective 30.3     Determine Priority Examples for ASFPM and other audiences

Remarks

A.
At the end of the presentations, at least 5 minutes will be needed to identify best 
examples if impact that will be sent to the State Association of Floodplain Managers 
(ASFPM). Examples could be written on a paper chart and students could rank these 
using colored 
pens or adhesive dotes.  These may be published in written form or as web 
based material as comments or revisions to ASFPM’s NAI initiative. ( www.floods.org.)     

Objective 30.4      Course Evaluations

Remarks 
A.
Colleges and universities typically have students fill out a course evaluation form at the 
conclusion of a course (sometimes at the midpoint as well) and forms are provided.


The instructor should review the form in advance to see that it captures the types of 
information which could help the instructor improve the course in the future. The 
instructor may wish to add some supplementary questions specific to the course or 
include these questions as part of the final class discussion. 


The Instructor should be sure to gather feedback on: the amount and usefulness of the 
readings; the number, content and instructional value of particular assignments; the 
organization of the material covered; the emphasis given to various subtopics (too much, 
too little?); and the effectiveness of lectures, handouts, overheads, and other presentation 
techniques.

B. 
After the evaluation, the instructor could provide an opportunity for students to discuss  
what they believe has been the most important things they have learned in the course. The 
instructor should lead a brief class discussion having students identify what they feel are 
the most important concepts, themes  acquired through the course, what might not have 
been covered, and what should have been give different emphases. The instructor could 
list and group ideas on the chalkboard as they are proposed by students and suggest 
unifying themes where appropriate. 


This active could conclude the course by summarize student suggestions into three to five 
major themes or point that may help improve subsequent offering of this course, and 
direct students to related learning and career building activities . 

C.
In discussing the course the instructor could insert a call to action

Floodplain Management is typically being  practiced within specific disciplines and from 
single perspectives – geology, hydrology and hydraulics, the NFIP, ecology, impact 
analyses, fluvial morphology, property rights…  


As we learned in this course floodplain management involves the interplay between all of 
these processes and concerns, and herein lays a challenge to the students.  


“With the knowledge you have gained in this course, you are prepared, as very few are, 
to effect changes in the managing of our floodplains and apply expertise which can make 
a difference in the lives and fortunes of individuals, communities, and nations for years to 
come..


Floodplain Management is a field which overlaps and sometimes conflicts with the goals 
and objectives of dozens of other public policy areas, areas where the potential for 
coordination often goes unrecognized.


While some of you may be interested in a career in floodplain management, and become 
Certified Floodplain Managers (CFM) you can apply the knowledge gained in this course 
to any one of a number of fields and professional pursuits. 
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