National Flood Insurance Program

Community Rating System

State Dam Safety Program Schedule

2003 Application for Credit Points
State:                                                                                     Date: __________________________

Background
The Community Rating System (CRS) provides a flood insurance premium rate reduction based on the activities that communities undertake to reduce flood losses.  Under Activity 630 ‑ Dam Safety, a community will automatically receive credit points for its State's Dam Safety program (SDS).  Credit points are based on the Model Dam Safety Program by the Association of State Dam Safety Officials (ASDSO).  Enclosed is a copy of the Dam Safety section of the 2002 CRS Coordinator’s Manual and the associated CRS publication, CRS Credit for Dam Safety.

In order for communities to receive credit for SDS, the state dam safety office must complete this application, sign it, and attach all the appropriate documentation.  If there are questions on this year's CRS application, please contact either:


Rita Henry, National Dam Safety Office (202) 646‑2704, or
Lori Spragens, ASDSO Executive Director (606) 257‑5140

Prerequisites
No credit for a state program is provided unless the program includes all of the following elements.  The prerequisites are listed below:

Attach the statutory or regulatory language for items 1‑3.  Note the authority for each item by writing the appropriate numbers (e.g., 1.1, 3.2) in the margin.

1.
Legislation and Regulations:


1.1
The State has a statute that establishes a dam safety program to regulate the design, construction, reconstruction, modification, removal, abandonment, inspection, operation, and maintenance of all dams higher than 25 feet or able to impound more than 50 acre feet of water that are upstream of populated areas.


1.2
The statute identifies one or more state agencies responsible for administering the dam safety program (hereinafter termed the "State").


1.3
The State has issued regulations, administrative rules, policy letters, guidelines, or other documents that interpret, implement, and clarify the statute.

2.
Inspection:


2.1
State personnel are authorized to enter land to inspect a dam or its surrounding area to gather data for dam inventories. Alternative:  The State is authorized to require dam owners to have a qualified registered professional engineer to enter land to inspect a dam or its surrounding area to gather data for dam inventories.


2.2
State personnel are authorized to enter land to inspect a dam or its surrounding area to assess compliance with the dam safety program requirements.  Alternative:  The State is authorized to require dam owners to have a qualified registered professional engineer to enter land to inspect a dam or its surrounding area to assess compliance with the dam safety program requirements.


2.3
State personnel are authorized to inspect records and other documentation to assess compliance with the dam safety program.

3.
Enforcement:


3.1
The State is authorized to order changes or modifications in a dam or its operation and maintenance procedures.


3.2
The statute authorizes penalties for violating the dam safety statute or program and for failure to comply with an order issued by the State.


3.3
The State has the authority to take corrective or emergency action if a dam owner fails to comply with an order.

4.
Program Staffing and Funding


4.1
The State has at least one registered professional engineer assigned full‑time to administer the dam safety program. Name:                                                         

4.2
At least one attorney is assigned to support enforcement of the dam safety program.  Name:                                                     

4.3
The State funds travel or transportation for on‑site inspections.  Attach the line item amount in the current fiscal year's budget or an estimate of the amount spent during the last fiscal year.  Specify the source of this information.


4.4
The State has a readily available source of money to fund emergency actions.  Attach the name of the source and the amount available.  If the funds are in another agency (e.g., a contingency fund in the Governor's office or emergency management agency) attach documentation that the funds are available and can be used for a dam emergency.

5.
Noncompliant Communities

Attach a list of communities that own dams or administer programs that are not in compliance with the state's program.  The list will deny CRS credit for Activity 630 ‑ Dam Safety to a community because it is in violation of the state dam safety program, either as a dam owner or for some other reason.

Credit Points
No credit points are provided for the prerequisites.  Points are based only on the following elements.  The scores for the elements are added in the Credit Calculation section to comprise the score for the state's program (SDS).

6.
Regulation of Construction of New Dams (CND)

Credit of 9 points is given if the State requires new dams to meet the dam safety program's construction, operation and maintenance standards.  (2.1, 2.3)

CND =            
Attach the statutory authority or regulatory language and mark the margin with "CND."

7.
Regulation of Modifications to Existing Dams (MED)

Credit of 15 points is given if the State requires that existing dams be modified or repaired to meet the dam safety program's construction, operation and maintenance standards.  (2.2, 2.3)

MED =            
Attach the statutory authority or regulatory language and mark the margin with "MED."

8.
Emergency Action Planning (EAP)

Credit of 6 points is given if the State has set criteria for emergency action plans or if it requires, reviews, and approves emergency action plans for new and existing dams.  (5.1)  The State also must have established procedures for early notification of state dam safety personnel and State response to a dam emergency.  These procedures must include the state emergency management agency (5.2)

EAP =            
Attach the appropriate document with the criteria marked with "EAP."

9.
Technical Staff (TSF)

Up to 24 credit points are provided based on the size of the State's full‑time program technical staff.  Technical staff includes engineers, geologists, engineering technicians, surveyors, attorneys, emergency planners and similar professionals.  It does not include clerical or administrative.  Part‑time staff may be combined (e.g., two half‑time people may be counted as one full‑time person).  (Model Program, Chapter VI).

The following formula provides 6 points if there is one technical staff person for every 200 significant or high hazard dams.  It is assumed that full staffing will include adequate funds for travel, equipment, training, and supporting clerical staff.  The number of dams in the state is according to the most current numbers in the National Inventory of Dams maintained by FEMA. The maximum credit for TSF is 24 (1 staff person for every 50 significant and high hazard dams).


TSF = 1,200 x number of State dam safety technical staff members
  


                number of significant and high hazard dams


number of State dam safety technical staff members =            
  
number of significant and high hazard dams in the state =            

TSF = 1,200 x            =            
Attach a list with the names of the technical staff.

10.  Program Staff Education and Training (SET)

Credit of two points is provided for each seminar, course, or conference related to dam safety that State dam safety personnel have attended over the last three years.  ASDSO conferences and participation in Training Aids for Dam Safety (TADS) are eligible conferences or courses.  This credit is adjusted according to the size of the State staff.

Under this formula, 6 points are earned if each staff member attended three courses during the last three years, an average of one training session per year.  This formula favors states with active professional development programs and staff with at least three years of experience.  (Model Program, Chapter VII)


SET = 2 x number of training sessions attended over last 3 years


   
   number of State dam safety technical staff members

The number of State dam safety technical staff members is the same number used for the numerator in TSF, above.  The maximum value for SET is 6.


number of training sessions attended over last 3 years =            

number of State dam safety technical staff members =            
SET = 2 x            =            
Attach a list of the courses attended and the names of the state dam safety office personnel who attended them.

11.  Public Information and Training (PIT)

Credit of two points is provided for each seminar, course, or conference related to dam safety that were presented to dam owners   each year (Model Program, Chapter VII).  Credit of two points is also provided for development of a public relations plan and for published informational materials (Model Program, Chapter VIII).

PIT is the sum of the following points:


2,
for each seminar, course, or conference related to dam safety the State sponsors for dam owners or engineers each year.


2,
for each manual on one or more aspects of dam safety (e.g., dam design or emergency action plans) that the State has published and that is still current.  Publishing the dam safety statute or regulations is not counted.


2,
for a public relations plan developed for the State’s dam safety program.


2,
if the State has published an informational brochure on dam safety and distributed it to the general public.  Publishing the dam safety statute or regulations is not counted.

The maximum value for PIT is 6.

PIT =            
Attach a list of the courses, manuals, and brochures prepared.

12.  Dam Owner Assistance (DOA)

Credit of 6 points is given if the state has a program of meeting with dam owners, reviewing their operation and maintenance procedures, and advising them of their problems and obligations.

Attach a copy of the regulatory language, office procedures, or other documentation of this service and mark the margin with "DOA."

DOA =            
13.  Dam Owner Responsibility (DOR)

Credit of 3 points is given if the statute specifies that it is the legal duty of dam owners to monitor, operate, and maintain their dams in a safe condition; comply with the statute and the State's program; to assume responsibility for damage caused by failures of their dams; and to carry adequate insurance to cover such damage.  (Model Program, Chapter I)

DOR =            
Attach the statutory authority or regulatory language and mark the margin with "DOR."

Credit Calculation
Credit for the State's Dam Safety program (SDS) is the sum of these elements:


SDS = CND + MED + EAP + TSF + SET + PIT + DOA + DOR

SDS for                       =           +           +           +           +           +           +           +           = _____

National Flood Insurance Program

Community Rating System

State Dam Safety Program Schedule
(State)

Certification
I certify that this application is a true and accurate account of the State's dam safety program and that the attached documents are true copies of materials relating to the State's dam safety program.

By:


__________________________________________________________ 
Title: 

__________________________________________________________ 
Telephone:
__________________________________________________________  
Compliance
The following is a list of communities currently in violation of our State Dam Safety Program:  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

National Flood Insurance Program

Community Rating System

State Dam Safety Program Schedule
2003 Recertification
(Note:  This page not sent in 2003, since all states must submit new grading)

State:                                                                                     Date: __________________________ 
Certification:
I certify that this state's dam safety program is being imple​mented substantially the same as described in our application for CRS credit points submitted on                                  , 1999.  There has been no reduction in staff and no changes in our statutory authority, regulations, training or public information activities that affect the CRS credited elements.

By:


__________________________________________________________ 
Title: 

__________________________________________________________ 
Telephone:
__________________________________________________________  
Compliance
The following is a list of communities currently in violation of our State Dam Safety Program:  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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