Feb. 19-21, 2003 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:

February 19, 2003 -- Talked with J.R. Thomas, Emergency Manager for Columbus Ohio and President of the International Association of Emergency Managers, about attending the conference and participating on the Model Emergency Managers and Management Panel, which he agreed to do.  Continued mailing conference announcement and application packages out -- 181 on invitation list.  Replaced the draft agenda on the HiEd website with an updated draft.

(2)  Hazards, Risk and Vulnerability Mapping and Modeling Proposed Course Development Project:
February 19-20, 2003 -- Finished drafting Statement of Work and supporting documents for a proposed fiscal year 2003 course development contract procurement.  Began review process.

(3)  Hazards Risk Management Course Development Project:
February 21, 2003 -- Received from course developer, Greg Shaw at George Washington University, Session 7, "Legal Basis for Hazards Risk Analysis."

(4)  Social Dimensions of Disaster Course Modification Project:
February 19, 2003 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver:


Session 11, "Community Evacuation Behavior" 


Session 12, "Building Effective Warning Systems"


Session 13, "Disaster Research Methods"

Session 14, "Constructing Theoretical Models"

(5)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster Course Review:
February 19-21. 2003 -- Received 16 additional requests for review copies, requiring a reprinting of review copies in that the original dozen were requested last Friday, the first day of the Disaster Research announcement -- for a total of 28 reviewers from 11 States, the District of Columbia and five countries..  Several offers to review were not accepted after we had exhausted our second printing of review copies.  Reviewers will have 30 days after receipt of the course to email review comments back.

(6)  Texas State Technical College, Waco:
February 19, 2003 -- Talked with Anita Knight, who is leading an investigation into the development of a private sector oriented crisis/emergency management type training program at TSTC that could conceivably begin later in 2003.  The school is thinking of a series of one-day seminars.  Provided information on the EM HiEd Project, its website, and the June Conference.

(7)  West Los Angeles College Institute for Homeland Security Training:
February 21, 2003 -- Talked with Charles (Buck) Stapleton at WLAC who notes that approval has been given to develop an Institute for Homeland Security Training at WLAC.  Mr. Stapleton noted that he was optimistic that the proposal would be approved.  If approved, a homeland security curriculum will be offered -- perhaps as soon as by Autumn 2003.  Provided information concerning the EM HiEd Project and the HiEd Conference, June 4-5, 2003.  Agreed to work together to develop a description of this program proposal for incorporation into the College List -- Under Development section.  For further information, Mr. Stapleton can be reached at:  StapleB@wlac.edu.

