July 26-30, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Body of Knowledge Project:
July 27, 2004 -- As noted in earlier activity reports, two micro purchase work orders have been let to develop listings of the top 50 "things" emergency managers ought to read (books, articles, reports, studies, laws, regulations, plans, etc.).  These two have gone to the International Association of Emergency Managers and to North Dakota State University.  The IAEM will survey EM practitioners and compile their responses into a top 50 list.  NDSU will survey all colleges and universities on The College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site which have a graduate-level hazard, disaster, what you do about them program, and will compile a listing based on the responses from those responsible for these programs.

Solicited:  We are interested in letting four similar micro purchase work orders to compile top 50 EM readings from representatives of (1) Associate Degree granting schools listed on the EM HiEd Project web-site with EM programs, (2) Bachelor Degree granting schools listed on the EM HiEd Project website with EM programs, (3) schools on the EM HiEd website offering Homeland Security programs, and (4) the disaster research community.  Micro purchase work orders are limited to funding not to exceed $2,500 each and do require a fair amount of jumping through government paperwork hoops to be eligible.  If interested respond to Wayne Blanchard at the email address at the bottom of the signature block below.

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

July 27, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Session 22, "Growth Management," Parts 1 and 2, by Kathrine Eschelbach, UNC-Chapel Hill.

July 29, 2004 -- Received for review from David Brower, a combined Sessions 17-19, "Coastal Disaster Case Studies," by Katherine Eschelback.  Reviewed Session 12, "Governance of the Coast," by Professor Brower and provided review comments.  From the Scope:

The fundamental purpose of this course is to help the students understand how the coastal area is and can be managed so that it is less vulnerable to natural hazards.  It will be seen that there are a great many actors, policies and programs  involved in managing the coast but it should also be abundantly clear that government has a leading role.

The purpose of this session is to describe the federal system of government and then to describe the three levels of government within that system: national, state and local.
July 30, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 35, "Local Policy - 1," by Anna K. Schwab, and provided review comments to Professor Brower.  From the Session Scope:

Although local communities do not operate in isolation -- indeed, as we have discussed in earlier sessions, local government represents only one of the many layers of management in the coastal zone -- they do exert significant influence.  It is at the local level that land use patterns are determined, infrastructure is designed and provided, and many other development issues are decided.  It is also at the local level that hazards are experienced and losses are suffered most directly.

This session and the one following will give students a broad understanding of the types of powers that local governments can wield in managing the coastal areas within their jurisdiction.  It should be noted that these powers are generally quite broad.  The authority to manage coastal hazards is often limited only by local decision-makers’ creativity and willingness to be proactive.

The topic of local government policy is introduced in Session 35 with a short discussion of the general police power and the source of local government authority, as well as a brief mention of the notion of growth management.  Local government planning is also introduced as a management tool.  Session 35 further develops the discussion of local policy with a description of regulation (including zoning, subdivision regulation, building codes and flood damage prevention), as well as acquisition and management of land.  
Both Sessions were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- Coastal Hazards Management course, where they should be accessible soon.

(3)  Competencies and Curriculum Project:
July 26-30 -- Worked on two micro-purchase work orders to collect listings of the top ten core emergency management competencies and the top ten core curriculum areas -- one from the point of view of emergency management practitioners, and the other from the point of view of the administrators of bachelor level emergency management collegiate programs -- in concert with two attendees at the recent EM HiEd Conference who had expressed interest in continuing the work of the NSF/Deb Thomas Workshop in Denver and the treatment of these subjects at the conference.  It is hoped that these listings will put a capstone to these subjects.  We are interesting in letting two other micro-purchase work orders to survey reprehensive of (1) Associate Degree grating schools with "emergency management" programs, and (2)  Graduate-level "emergency management" programs.  Anyone interested in investigating one of these two projects should email me at:  wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov.

(4)  Corinthian Colleges, Inc.:

July 26, 2004 -- Posted two new "listings" for Corinthian Colleges, Inc. in The College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site -- replacing the listing for their Homeland Security diploma programs with listings for their new Homeland Security Bachelor's and Associates Degrees.

(5)  Delaware County Community College, Broomall, PA:
July 26, 2004 -- Received an update from Dr. Edward Doyle, adjunct faculty at DCCC, on the status of their Emergency Management and Planning Associate Degree and Certificate.

Just as an update, DCCC now have over 90 students in the program and all of the core courses have been taught at this point.  We are also just completing a portion of the distance learning part of the program. This Fall we will be offering two course on-line - 1) Incident Management and 2) Emergency Planning. Interestingly, we have over 20 students enrolled and advertisement is not scheduled until next week....I have taught three classes and the makeup is not what you might expect. We have fire service but we have county workers, policeman, business persons, nurses, EMS personnel, reservists, out of work people all really adults continuing their education. I anticipate these courses will be offered in the future to traditional students -those coming out of high school into the program. The majority that I have had are students who see this as a potential help for their future - as a career move or as a program that will allow them the opportunity for promotion.

(6)  Delgado Community College, New Orleans:

July 26, 2004 -- Talked with Patrick Cote, Director of Public Services at Delgado, concerning responses he is getting to his "Needs Assessment Survey" -- being conducted to determine the need for the development of a "Homeland Security & Emergency Management" Associate Degree and Certificate at Delgado.  Responses thus far are very favorable, and the school administration is behind this project -- thus Mr. Cote is optimistic that a program will be developed and anticipates a Spring 2005 roll-out of the new AD and Certificate.  Asked for permission to post his Needs Survey on the EM HiEd Project website -- Needs Assessment Tools section -- and Mr. Cote readily agreed and forwarded a copy, which was then forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-site, where it should be accessible shortly.  Based on information received from Mr. Cote, we developed and posted  in the College List a description of this initiative.  Additional information can be obtained by contacting Patrick Cote at:  pcote@dcc.edu.  

(7)  Disaster Research Utilization in Emergency Management Higher Education -- Potential Survey Research Opportunity:
July 23-27, 2004 -- Exchanged emails with Dr. Kathleen Tierney, Director of the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder, on the issue of the degree of utilization of disaster research in institutions of higher education with emergency management or related programs (degrees, certificates, concentrations and the like).  We both have encountered personnel associated with EM HiEd programs who, in Dr. Tierney's words, "do not seem to be taking maximum advantage of existing knowledge in the field."  More generally, we don't have a clear idea at this time of what research is actually being incorporated into emergency management curricula and how to disseminate research findings so that they will be used more readily in such programs.  Worse is when we run into someone associated with an emergency management collegiate program who does not seem to know much about research in the field and may not care that much about it either.  

If someone is interested in looking into this problem, as in developing and administering a survey to institutions of higher education with emergency management and related programs (degrees, certificates, concentrations and the like), to get a better picture of the degree of interest in and utilization of disaster research findings in college classes and programs, then we (the EM HiEd Project) would be interested in investigating supporting that work via a micro purchase work order to, in essence, purchase a report on an analysis of the survey findings.

This conversation grew out of another conversation on how to better address new disaster research findings at the annual EM HiEd Conferences.  We are investigating the idea of inviting the directors of a small number of disaster research centers to form a panel on cutting edge new disaster research at the next EM HiEd Conference.  Input on this topic would also be welcome.

The background to both conversations is our belief that faculty associated with the large and growing number of EM and related programs in the country are in a very good position to seriously help bridge the long-standing gap between practitioners and disaster researchers.  Who better to translate disaster research findings to current and future practitioners than academics with EM HiEd Programs?

(8)  Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management -- Upper Division/Graduate Textbook Development Project:
July 26-28, 2004 -- Signed-off on paperwork enabling the EM HiEd Project to modestly financially support the development of a college textbook to be entitled (at this point in time) "Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management."  This project has been designed, and will be led, by Dr. David McEntire, Director of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program at the University of North Texas.  From the Statement of Work for this textbook development project:

The emergency management community in the United States is currently faced with two significant challenges.  First, disasters are complex phenomena, requiring the involvement of flood plain managers, engineers, urban planners, meteorologists, public administrators, politicians, humanitarian organizations, fire fighters, police officers, utility providers, businesses, the media, etc.  Second, disaster losses are rising, and this trend is expected to continue worsen during the foreseeable future.  These twin problems suggest the need for a more comprehensive and revolutionary approach to emergency management.  It is therefore vitally important that the future generation of emergency managers be educated in a multi- and interdisciplinary manner.

The following statement of work solicits the development of a document for an electronic textbook to be entitled Disciplines, Disasters and Emergency Management.  Individual chapters will disuses specific disciplines and emergency management and will be approximately 15-20 pages in length (double spaced).  The document should address the following questions:

·
What is the history of your discipline as it relates to disasters and emergency management?

·
How does your discipline view or define hazards, disasters, vulnerability and emergency management?

·
What disaster-related issues and concerns are prevalent in your field of study?

·
What contributions does your discipline make to the knowledge base of emergency management?

·
How do the findings from your discipline overlap with those of other fields of study?

·
What are the gaps in knowledge in your discipline?

·
What suggestions does your discipline offer to improve emergency management?

·
What recommendations do you have for your discipline and other disciplines in the future?

The areas of coverage at this point are:

Anthropology

Business Continuity

Communications 

Engineering

Geography

International Relations

Journalism

Law

Management

Political Science

Psychology

Public Administration

Public Health

Social Work

Sociology

Dr. McEntire would be interested in investigating contributions from the following additional areas:

Criminal Justice

Economics

Environmental Science

Meteorology

If interested in investigating the development of a chapter for this textbook from within any of these areas, please contact Dr. McEntire at:  dmcentir@unt.edu

(9)  Emergency and Risk Management Case Studies Textbook Development Project:
July 29, 2004 -- Received news from the Procurement Office that a contract to develop an upper division/graduate level Emergency and Risk Management Case Studies Textbook has been awarded to a team led by George Haddow of Haddow & Bullock Ltd.  The other team members are Greg Shaw and Damon Coppola, both with George Washington University in DC.  As noted in last week's activity report, this case studies oriented electronic textbook is being developed to support upper division and graduate emergency management and related college courses.  The discussion concerning the development of such a book first started with the idea to develop a textbook to support the fairly recently completed Hazards Risk Management upper division/graduate college course developed by a George Washington University team led by Greg Shaw.  Subsequently it was decided to seek to develop a case studies book that could potentially support a wider range of courses.  Due to the pulling of EM HiEd Project funding that had been allocated to this project -- matching funding provided by the US Army Corps of Engineers (Ed Hecker), the project has been scheduled for development over the next two years, with EM HiEd funding to complete this project projected for FY 2005.

The working draft outline for the book follows:

Chapter 1
Introduction to Crisis, Disaster and Risk Management Concepts

Chapter 2
Preparedness -- American Red Cross, FEMA Family Preparedness, NFA, FEMA for Kids Website, EMI

Chapter 3
Mitigation -- Napa, Tulsa, IFMI, NFIP, Project Impact, Safe Rooms, Missouri Buyout Pgm., Disaster Resistant Univ.

Chapter 4
Response -- Northridge Quake, Hurricanes Andrew/Floyd/Hugo, Grand Forks Flood (1997), 9/11 Attacks, Murrah 


Building, National Response Plan

Chapter 5
Recovery -- Hurricane Georges, WTC Economic Infrastructure, SBA Loan Programs, Princeville (NC)/Floyd

Chapter 6
Communications -- 2001 Anthrax Attacks, Washington DC Sniper, Northridge Earthquake, Hurricane Floyd, 9/11, 


Homeland Security Advisory System, Ready.gov

Chapter 7
Statutory Authority -- Stafford Act, Civil Defense Act, Homeland Security Act, Flood Insurance Act, Disaster Mitigation 

Act, NEHRP

Chapter 8
Business Continuity Planning -- Marsh Consulting, American Express, Marriott Hotels

Chapter 9
International Disaster Management -- Gujarat Earthquake, Hurricane Mitch, MEER Project (Turkey), Poland Flood 


Mitigation, Christine Herridge Project (Dominican Republic), SARS (Toronto)

Chapter 10
Future Trends and Issues

Should be an interesting and much needed project.  As drafts of chapters are developed and reviewed they will be posted on the EM HiEd Project web-site -- in a section to be called "Free College Courses and Books."  For additional information or to communicate with the lead developer, George Haddow can be reached at:  George_Haddow@hotmail.com

(10)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division/Graduate Level Course Development Project:
July 27, 2004 -- Received email from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, noting that he is in the process of adding several new members to his course development team:  (1)  Tom Cova, University of Utah, Department of Geography -- on Mapping and Emergency Response Operations (specifically on the problem of wildfires, the urban interface and evacuations).  (2)  David Evans of the National Institute of Standards and Technology, on Fire Modeling.  (3)  Paula Gori and Lynda Lastowka of the USGS, on Landslide Modeling, and (4) Nate Wood of the USGS on Earthquake Modeling.  For additional information on this course development project, Dr. Pine can be reached at:  jpine&lsu.edu.

(11)  Holistic Disaster Recovery:  Creating A More Sustainable Future -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
July 29, 2004 -- Reviewed the 4th draft of Session 2, "Defining Sustainable Disaster Recovery," and provided review comments to the course developer, Dr. Gavin Smith.  From the Scope statement:

The purpose of the second 3-hour session is to introduce key terms associated with sustainable disaster recovery, describe the individual, social, economic, and environmental impacts of disasters, and begin to describe the complexities of recovery utilizing case studies.

Reviewed the 5th draft of Session 3, "Dimensions of Recovery," and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From the Session Scope statement:

The purpose of the third three-hour session is to introduce key dimensions of the disaster recovery process.  One predominant view holds that disaster recovery is comprised of relatively predictable events, practices and problems.  This approach will be critiqued by comparing and contrasting past and current research.  Some research suggests that recovery is indeed comprised of a well-defined set of issues and processes.  More recent research suggests that each disaster can present unique problems in addition to broad similarities that cut across disasters.  Following a discussion of the disaster recovery process, topics to be addressed include describing disasters as an opportunity to initiate sustainable recovery and redevelopment practices, the negative effects of taking a short-term versus long-term approach to recovery, and the recognition that disasters frequently expose long-standing local, state and federal social, economic, political and organizational issues and problems that pre-date the disaster.  The inequitable distribution of assistance, race and class conflicts, and inter-organizational problems will be discussed.  A case study of recovery in Kinston, North Carolina following Hurricanes Fran and Floyd will be presented which addresses most of the topics discussed in this session.

Reviewed 5th draft of Session 4, "Stakeholders and Their Roles in Recovery," and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From Session Scope statement:

The disaster recovery process involves an array of stakeholders, including individuals, groups and organizations impacted by disasters and those whose job it is to assist them.  Stakeholders may be directly or indirectly affected by disasters and their roles in recovery can change over time.  Broadly speaking, stakeholders can be categorized as follows:

·
Local, State, and Federal Government Agencies and Officials;

·
Citizens;

·
Media;

·
Businesses and Corporations;

·
University and Research Institutions;

·
Non-profit Agencies and Volunteers and Emergent Community or Regional-level Organizations;

·
Contractors; and

·
Associations and Collaborative Partnerships.

This session is intended to introduce the roles of stakeholders in recovery and discuss how groups interact in the post-disaster environment.  Sessions 5, 6 and 7 will further explain the roles of stakeholders in recovery, how these roles may change over time and finally, provide a framework that helps to explain the nature of this interaction. 
Reviewed 4th draft of Session 5, "Formal and Informal Roles in Recovery, and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From the Session Scope statement:  

This session will focus on how the roles of stakeholders in recovery are shaped by formal and informal processes.  Formal roles are defined here as those driven by recovery program rules and law.  For example, local, state and federal officials responsible for recovery assume roles based in large part on the local, state and federal rules and laws created to guide the recovery process.  The roles adopted by other stakeholders involved in recovery are also shaped by these rules.  Conversely, informal roles are not typically driven by codified rules, per se.  Rather, they may emerge due to the social networks in which stakeholders interact, often in response to a perceived inability to effectively recover by strictly adhering to established rules.  Informal networks may become more formalized over time.  Thus, formal and informal networks are often closely interrelated.  Session 6 will analyze how these roles may change over time as stakeholders adopt new strategies to address recovery.

Reviewed 4th draft of Session 6, "Role Analysis," and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From the Session Scope:

The roles of stakeholders described in Sessions 4 and 5 may change across the phases of emergency management (e.g. preparedness, response, mitigation and recovery), within each phase, and historically, over time.  This session will discuss changing roles within the context of disaster recovery and over time historically.  Specific factors that elicit these changes will be described.  Historical changes will be discussed in Objective 6.2, including new roles in emergency management.  Finally, the principles discussed to this point in the course will be addressed by the assignment of a written take home exam.  

Reviewed 4th draft of Session 7, "Shared Governance" (3 hours) and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From Scope statement:

Following a discussion of the take home exam, the concept of shared governance of will be discussed using the horizontal and vertical integration typology.  The concepts of vertical and horizontal integration refined by Uphoff (1986) and applied to disaster recovery by Berke, Kartez and Wenger (1993) and May and Williams (1986) provide a good framework to explain how intergovernmental relationships can affect disaster recovery at the local, state and federal level.

First, the concepts of vertical and horizontal integration will be discussed.  Next, the concepts will be applied to circumstances present in the post-disaster environment.  Finally, case studies will be used to help describe inter-organizational relationships and the degree to which they impact recovery efforts.  Emphasis will be placed on how the level of integration affected the degree of conflict and consensus during disaster recovery across stakeholder groups. 

Did not re-review Session 8, "Decision-Making in Sustainable Disaster Recovery," in that there were no changes necessary to the previous draft (#3), except for the incorporation of notations as to where the associated Power Point slides should be used.

Reviewed 4th draft of Session 9, "Decision-Making in Sustainable Disaster Recovery:  Class Exercise and Case Study Dialogue," and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From the Session Scope statement:

Session 8 described decision making in the context of choices made by relevant stakeholder groups, the manner in which politics shape decision making and the role of planning as a decision making tool that has the potential to improve the likelihood of achieving a sustainable recovery.  Session 9 is intended to simulate the decision making milieu of stakeholders following a disaster.  The instructor may choose from a class role playing exercise or roundtable discussion of selected case studies.  By engaging in role playing or case study analysis, students should gain a greater appreciation of challenges facing decision makers and the implications of their actions in the post-disaster environment.

Did not re-review Session 10, "Impediments to a Sustainable Recovery (Part 1)" -- were no review comments to previous draft.

Reviewed 4th draft of Session 11, "Impediments to a Sustainable Recovery (Part 2)," and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From the Session Scope:

The lack of planning prior to during and after a disaster significantly limits the degree to which sustainable recovery can occur.  Planning can take multiple forms, including immediate strategic planning, adaptive planning and long-term comprehensive recovery planning.  This session will focus on how the lack of planning before, during and after a disaster impedes sustainable recovery.  Following the completion of objective 11.1, the take home exam will be discussed.

Reviewed 4th draft Session 12, "Facilitators of a Sustainable Recovery (Part 1)," provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From Scope.

Sustainable recovery occurs in those communities, regions and states where a series of factors are present.  The next two sessions will discuss those factors that tend to facilitate a sustainable recovery.  This session will focus on:  (1) The role of leveraging resources; and, (2) The creation of multi-party recovery committees.

Reviewed 4th draft Session 13, "Facilitators of a Sustainable Recovery (Part 2). Provided review comments to Dr. Smith. From Scope:

Disaster recovery policy, developed at the federal, state or local level, can be understood as taking two primary forms; that being relatively inflexible and that being amenable to change depending on the nature of the disaster in question and the stakeholders affected.  Issues affecting disaster recovery outcomes include:

The magnitude of the disaster;

The impact of the media;

The role of politicians (who have varied degrees of actual and perceived power); 

The level of trust developed between FEMA regional staff tasked with programmatic oversight of federal rules and policy and state officials charged with their implementation; 

The level of trust developed between state staff and local government officials; and 

The level of trust developed between local government officials and disaster victims.

Planning for recovery and policy negotiation help to produce sustainable recovery outcomes.  For example, recovery planning can provide the means to identify specific policy issues confronting stakeholders and the means to address them.   Dispute resolution techniques prove valuable when stakeholders engage in debate and policy dialogue regarding the varied interpretations of disaster recovery policy (or the lack thereof).  

Reviewed Session 14, "Future Trends and Implications," and provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From Session Scope:

The long-term success of incorporating sustainability into the recovery process necessitates understanding future trends and their potential implications.  The ability to recognize how these trends may affect sustainable recovery practices will shape the effectiveness of future recovery efforts.  Specific factors to consider include:

Changing demographics;

The role of technology;

The professionalization of emergency management;

The role of academia in recovery; and 

The future of disaster recovery in the United States.

Reviewed Session 15, "Revisiting the Principles of Disaster Recovery," provided review comments to Dr. Smith.  From Scope:

Session 15 is intended to wrap up the course and serve as a forum for students to demonstrate their knowledge of the class materials.  Two primary methods are used to accomplish this goal.  One, the major themes of the course will be discussed via an interactive class dialogue.  Two, each student will present the findings of their term paper.   In both cases, it is expected that the students will lead the discussion.  The instructor should provide general guidance.  It should be made clear that they will be evaluated on their performance and that this is the final opportunity for students to demonstrate their breadth of knowledge concerning what has been discussed throughout the course.

These and all other course sessions are accessible on the EM HiEd website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection --http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/coursesunderdev.asp .  This course is currently undergoing an internal and external review process, with review comments due from external reviewers no later than August 18, 2004.

(12)  Massachusetts Maritime Academy:
July 30, 2004 -- Talked with Assistant Professor Rich Yazbek at MMA who is working on a proposal to develop a BA or BS in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Professor Yazbek was primarily interested in "market analysis" kinds of information -- the kinds of jobs potential graduates might move into, the size of such markets, etc.  Noted that we do not have that kind of direct information, but that some attack can be made on such questions indirectly -- through material in the HiEd Presentation and contacts in The College List.  Also noted the Needs Assessment Tool section of the website.  

(13)  Pikes Peak Community College, Colorado Springs, CO -- Homeland Security & Emer.Mgmt. AD Under Development:
July 26, 2004 -- Posted a description of the on-going development of a new "Homeland Security/Emergency Management Associate of Applied Science Degree and Certificate" in the "Under Investigation/Development" section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site.  

There are currently 101 "Emergency Management" HiEd programs being investigated that we are aware of.

(14)  Sonoma State University, Novato, CA -- Program News and Consortium Investigation:
July 26, 2004 -- The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, drafted a new "listing" for Sonoma State University for the Stand-Alone Certificate section of The College List on the EM HiEd web-site and removed the previous listing from within the "Under Investigation/Development" section -- based on news from Craig Zachlod, Director of the "Leadership in Emergency and Disaster Management Program" at Sonoma State that the certificate became operational this past February.  Academic credit is now available at both the graduate and undergraduate levels through the Department of Criminal Justice.  Dr. Zachlod also notes that Sonoma State is working with CSU Long Beach, San Jose State and the California Maritime Academy to form a consortium and offer, amongst other things" a B.S. completion program as well as a MPA and Masters in Emergency Administration..."  The new listing for the certificate program should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Zachlod can be reached at:  czachlod@pacbell.net.

There are now 116 "Emergency Management" programs at US institutions of higher education.

(15)  Tidewater Community College, Norfolk VA -- Investigating Disaster/Emergency Management Program:
July 28, 2004 -- Talked with Martha Burns, Program Project Manager, Government Programs, Workforce Development, Tidewater Community College in response to a recent email from her noting that she had been tasked by TCC Administration to investigate the development of a "disaster/emergency management" program at TCC.  I discussed material and information on the EM HiEd web-site which might be relevant to and of assistance in this investigation.  For additional information, Martha Burns can be reached at:  tcburnm@tcc.edu.

(16)  University of Massachusetts-Lowell, On-Line Security Management and Homeland Security Certificate Program:
July 29, 2004 -- Posted to the "Homeland Security" section of The College List, a description of this new certificate program at UML -- offered through the Criminal Justice Department and designed "for the professional working in the areas of public safety, security management, and law enforcement; executives in corporations responsible for overseeing in-house security programs; and information technology professionals."

(17)  University of Wisconsin-Parkside -- Investigating Public Security/Disaster Management MPA Track:

July 26, 2004 -- Talked with Associate Provost Gerald M. Greenfield concerning an initiative that has just recently started to investigate the development of a Public Security/Disaster Management track within the UWP MPA Program.  Discussed the types of information and material on the EM HiEd web-site which might be of aid in conducting an investigation.

(18)  USGS Report on Gulf Coast Shoreline Change:
July 29, 2004 -- After seeing a note on the availability of the new USGS report alluded to above in the July 2004 issue of the Natural Hazards Observer  went to the referenced cite and downloaded report:

Morton, Robert A., Miller, Rara L. and Moore, Laura J.  2004.  National Assessment of Shoreline Change:  Part 1:  Historical Shoreline Changes and Associated Land Loss Along the U.S. Gulf of Mexico (USGS Open-file Report 2004-1043, 45 pp.).  Downloaded from: http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2004/1043/   

Notes that 61% of the Gulf Coast shoreline is eroding and that as more and more people move to the coast there is going to be an increase in the threat to lives and property.

Note:  If any readers of the Activity Report are not getting the Natural Hazards Observer, I strongly recommend getting a subscription to this must-read, free-of-charge publication -- by going to the Natural Hazards Research and Application Center (University of Colorado at Boulder) web-site:  http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/index.html
(19)  Wagner College, Staten Island, NY:
July 30, 2004 -- Communicated with Maureen Connolly, Dean of External Programs at Wagner, concerning her "Participant Profile" submitted for the recent EM HiEd Conference.  She had noted that the school was investigating a program of some sort.  Dr. Connolly notes that "after attending the conference I presented the information to the Provost regarding offering an undergraduate degree in emergency management.  She was very much interested and presented it to the President whose preference is to offer it as a graduate program with a certificate program embedded in the graduate program."  In response I noted models of this approach which can be found in The College List on the Project web page.  For additional information, Dean Connolly can be reached at:  mconnoll@wagner.edu.
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