9-13 June 2003 FEMA EMI Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5 Summary:

June 4-5, 2003 -- Sixth Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference took place at EMI.  Attending were 111 participants from 79 colleges and universities and 7 college systems, associations or centers -- the largest ever EM HiEd Conference as well as the largest gathering ever of academics with or developing hazard, disaster, emergency management and homeland security programs (degrees, concentrations or certificates) on campuses for their students.  Colleges and universities from 40 States and the District of Columbia were represented, as well as representatives from Canadian and Turkish universities.  By all accounts the conferees were quite satisfied with the conference, which unlike most activities at the National Emergency Training Center, has always been a pay-your-own-way-to-get-here event.  There are 96 collegiate EM programs in existence today and most were represented at the conference.  (There were 5 collegiate emergency management programs when the EM HiEd Project started in 1995.)  When the conferees were asked for a show of hands of schools represented who have scheduled a roll-out of a new emergency management program on their campus this coming Fall Semester, about one dozen hands went up -- meaning that before year's end there will be many more than 100 collegiate emergency management programs -- as well as over a dozen homeland security programs.  Since last year's EM HiEd Conference, there has been a net increase of 18 new collegiate EM programs -- an average increase of 1 and 1/2 new programs per month (the year before the average was one new EM collegiate program per month).  The EM HiEd Project is keeping track of approximately 100 schools that are somewhere in the process of investigating, proposing or developing an emergency management program of some sort -- 32 at the Associate Degree level, 39 at the Bachelor Degree level, 27 at the Graduate level, and 1 not sure which level to aim for at this point in the school's investigation.  It was particularly satisfying to have the country's first school with a Ph.D. in Emergency Management represented -- North Dakota State University, as well as two schools serving a primarily Native American population (both are investigating an emergency management program).

(2)  National Academies Disaster Roundtable Workshop on "The Emergency Manager of the Future"

June 13, 2003 -- Gave presentation on Emergency Management Higher Education and Competencies Needed for Future Emergency Managers during morning panel on "Higher Education Needs of the Emergency Manager of the Future."  My presentation provided (1)  an overview of the past, current status of emergency management and homeland security academic programs (degrees, concentrations, certificates, (2) an overview of the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project, (3) points on key future Emergency Management attributes, and (4) postulated emergency management core competencies broken out into the following framework:  (a) Interpersonal Skills, (b) Management Principles and Skills, (c) Theory, Principles and Fundamentals of Hazards, Disasters and U.S. Emergency/Risk/Hazard/Disaster Management, and (d) Tools of the Trade.  Point was made that while all four core competency areas ought to be incorporated into an emergency management collegiate curriculum, if I had to make a choice in hiring someone to become a local emergency manager and had only two applicants -- one candidate with great interpersonal and managerial skills, but with a poor background in hazard, disaster and emergency management subject areas and associated tools; and the other candidate with poor interpersonal and management skills, but with great hazard, disaster, emergency management knowledge, skills and abilities, I would choose the first candidate.  

(3)  University of Washington:

June 9, 2003 -- Received news from Dr's.Trisha Dvorak and Hilda Blanco that approval was received last week for the Masters Program in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures from the Graduate Council at UW. According to Dr. Dvorak: 
"This approval from the Graduate Council means that the program proposal will go forward to the Regents and the Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval, which should not be problematic. While this approval process goes forward during the summer, we will begin to plan for admitting our first class this fall. We already have a list of prospective students....But now we're going to move into high gear to advertise and obtain good candidates for the program....A recommendation from the review committee was to include one or two in-person events for the students to meet with faculty, e.g., an orientation at the beginning of the year. Students in Washington State could attend a 1-day session, and those in remote areas could participate through video conferencing. We would like to hold such an orientation in late September..."
For further information, Dr. Blanco can be reached at:  hblanco@u.washington.edu
(4)  Other Stuff:

There were other developments during the week not reflected here for lack of time to incorporate in this report.  I will seek to catch up on these items within in June 16-20 Activity Report.
