July 28 – August 1, 2003, FEMA EM HiEd Project Activity Report

(1) Central Connecticut State University:
July 31, 2003 -- Received email from Dr. Ed Sembor who notes that he is working with CCSU Vice President Joseph Harper to develop "a credit certificate program in Emergency Management." Also notes that "With the approval of Central's President, Dr. Richard Judd, we are ready to move ahead in developing a needs assessment that will tap the interest and thoughts of emergency first responders in Connecticut and help us design and develop an appropriate program for the university that will benefit those in the emergency management field."  Asked if we had copies of similar needs assessment surveys conducted by other schools.  Had to report back that despite a number of requests here for copies of needs assessment surveys, none have been provided and he would thus have to consult The College List and seek such on his own.   If there are Activity Report readers out there who have conducted a needs assessment prior to the development of their program and would be willing to share with Dr. Sembor (and with me!) would you please get in touch with Dr. Sembor at:  ecsembor2003@yahoo.com

(2) City College of San Francisco:
July 31, 2003 -- Talked with Susan Korey of CCSF concerning her interest in investigating the development of a homeland security program at the Associate Degree level at CCSF.  Walked through some of the items which could assist in this investigation found on the EM HiEd Project website and made the case for contextualizing the development of a homeland security program within all-hazards emergency management.  City College of SF offers courses in more than 50 academic programs and over 100 occupational disciplines, employs more than 770 full-time faculty and another 1,547 part-time faculty -- more than 100,000 credit and noncredit students are reached annually.  For additional information, Susan Korey can be reached at:  skorey@ccsf.edu.

(3) Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 1, 2003 -- Reviewed the second draft of Session 13, "Sheltering" and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas -- and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website, within the "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section, "Courses Under Development" subsection.   From the course session "Scope" statement:

"During this session, the professor points our why sheltering is necessary after disaster.  He/she identifies what emergency managers and others may expect in terms of sheltering behavior.  The session concludes with a description of issues to be considered and the processes related to opening and managing shelters."

(4) Gwinnett Technical College, Lawrenceville GA:
August 1, 2003 -- Talked with Steven Moyers, Director, Emergency Services Education at Gwinnett Technical College (GA), who tells me that the State of Georgia has approved both of his proposals to implement:  (1) an Emergency Management Associate of Applied Technology Degree, and (2) an Emergency Management Diploma Program.  Both will start with the next school quarter, September 25, 2003.  An advisory committee has been put together from primarily local emergency management and emergency services stakeholder organizations and their first meeting held.  For additional information, Steven Moyers can be reached at:  SMoyers@gwinnett.tec.ga.us.

(5) Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:

August 1, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University, Session 20, "Evaluate Risks:  Compare Risk Evaluation Criteria and Prioritize Risk."

(6) Integrating Human-Caused Hazards Into Mitigation Planning:

Have not previously noted the availability of this FEMA Mitigation "How-To" Guide -- the 7th in a series.  This one departs from the natural disaster focus of the preceding documents and focuses on terrorism and technological hazards.  Suggest going to the FEMA  website -- http://www.fema.gov/fima/antiterrorism/resources.shtm -- to take a look at or download.  Can also be ordered by calling the FEMA Publications Warehouse -- at (800) 480-2520 and requesting FEMA # 386-7 for a paper copy or FEMA 386-7 CD for a CD ROM.

(7)  League for Innovation in the Community College:

July 30-31, 2003 -- Talked with Edward J. Leach, Vice President, Services and Programs, and Director, Conference on Information Technology, of the League for Innovation in the Community College -- an association of more than 700 community colleges devoted to "improving community colleges through innovation, experimentation, and institutional transformation."  The phone call was in response to my email message to Mark David Milliron, President and CEO of the League, after reading an article by Mr. Milliron and others on "Homeland Security and the Community College:  A Vibrant Present and Vital Future," in Leadership Abstracts, Vol. 16, No. 7, July 2003.  Mr. Milliron put me in touch with Mr. Leach, with whom I discussed the Emergency Management Higher Education Project and the sharing of similar goals -- the expansion of treatment by community colleges of the subject of homeland security, though from my perspective from within the framework of all-hazards emergency management.  I pointed out to Mr. Leach the availability of courses from or via the EM HiEd Project that could be taught or used within the community college system.  We discussed the possibility of my speaking at the next annual conference of the League (late February/early March) on the EM HiEd Project and the role of Community Colleges in hazards, disasters, emergency management and homeland security higher education.  Discussed as well, the possibility of holding an emergency management higher education conference devoted to community colleges in addition to the annual EM HiEd Conference at EMI.  Mr. Leach noted that he would be drafting a note on the FEMA EM HiEd Project for the Leagues Newsletter.  For additional information, Mr. Leach can be reached at:  leach@league.org

(8)  Social Dimensions of Disaster Course, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:

August 1, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 13, "Disaster Research Methods," and provided review comments to the course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver -- and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- within the "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section, "Courses Under Development" subsection.  From the course session "Scope" statement:

"In this session students are introduced to a survey of disaster research methods and key methodological issues.  The survey includes strategies for locating relevant studies, alternative research designs, data collection techniques, sampling strategies, and common weaknesses in many disaster studies."

(9)  The Natural & Beneficial Functions of Floodplains Report:
July 28, 2003 -- Received and reviewed copy of June 2002 report (FEMA 409) on The Natural & Beneficial Functions of Floodplains -- Reducing Flood Losses By Protecting And Restoring The Floodplain Environment (a report for Congress by the Task Force on the Natural and Beneficial Functions of the Floodplain).  This FEMA led Task Force was established under Section 562 of the National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994 to (1) identify the natural and beneficial functions of floodplains that reduce flood losses; and (2) recommend how the nation can further reduce flood losses through the protection and restoration of the natural and beneficial functions of the floodplain.  From the Executive Summary:

"Floods devastate families, businesses, and communities and cause more damage to life and property than any other natural hazard."

"The Task Force believes that the benefits provided by natural floodplains in flood loss reduction have been overlooked and that the protection and restoration of floodplains must be further integrated into government programs."

"The report concludes that our nation's approach to flood loss reduction must be changed to fully reflect multi-objective floodplain management goals that focus on sustainability, and the protection and restoration of the natural and beneficial functions of floodplains."

Copies can be ordered, while available, from FEMA Publications by calling (800) 480-2520.

(10)  University of Colorado at Denver:

July 31, 2003 -- Met with Dr. Nien-Yin Chang, Professor Department of Civil Engineering at UCD, and Director, Center for Geotechnical Engineering Science, to discuss his interest in investigating the development of a Masters of Engineering Science Concentration in Emergency Management at UCD.  Discussed the EM HiEd Project in some depth and provided information, materials, and encouragement.  For further information, Dr. Chang can be reached at:  nchang@carbon.cudenver.edu

(11)  University of New Orleans:

July 28-August 1 -- Communicated with Dr. Monica Teets Farris, Center for Hazards Assessment, Response and Technology, at UNO, concerning interest there in investigating the development of a concentration in emergency management in 2004.  Dr. Farris can be reached at:  mateets@uno.edu

