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Earthquake Hazard and Emergency Management 9-1 

Handout 9.1: Homework Assignment 9.1 
 
Team-based Mitigation Case History Research Assignment and In-Class 
Presentation 
 
This is a team assignment for groups of two or three members. Your instructor will assign 
each person to team. The first task of each team is to locate an article or articles detailing 
a case history involving earthquake hazard mitigation. This article may be from the 
popular press, the Internet, a book, a technical journal, or magazine.  The only 
requirement is that it be at least five pages long, published within the last 15 years, and 
chronicles issues that involve earthquake mitigation in relation to protection of life and/or 
property, or recovery from the destructive effects of an earthquake.  Any aspect of 
earthquake hazard mitigation can be researched, from specific details to more general 
topics, as long as a specific case history is involved. 

1. Research the case history and prepare a three-page summary report that 
identifies and summarizes the important mitigation issues contained in the 
case history. List issues you believe you should know about to be able to 
effectively educate an audience about how to protect against losses in a 
future earthquake event.  In other words, explain how the article will better 
prepare you as an earthquake hazard manager. Be sure to include a 
complete citation for the article that you use. The report will be graded as 
a team exercise and it is important that it reflect equal contributions from 
all team members, especially in terms of detailed discussion and exchange 
of ideas and thoughts.  

2. Prepare a brief (5 to 7-minute) presentation of your case study to be 
presented in class. The entire team is responsible for the development of 
the presentation and the presentation itself. Because the presentations are 
brief, not all team members can participate in the actual presentation of the 
material, but the overall division of labor on the project should be equal 
and the grade for each assignment will be given as a team grade.  

As such, the class periods on < insert Day, Date, Year> have been set aside for oral 
presentations of this assignment.  Again, each presentation must be no more than 7 
minutes in duration.  Although this may seem a very short time to cover a very big 
subject, experience shows that brief presentations can be very informative and 
effective if done properly.  There will be many cases in your professional careers 
where you will be required to make an informative and effective presentation in a 
brief time period.  

You should focus your talk on: 1) the topic and scope of your project, 2) why it is 
important, and 3) two or three of the key issues that you think are important for the 
others in the class to learn. Part of your grade will depend upon how well you 
and your team members are able to extract the important lessons to be learned 
from the case. You may, and probably should, use up to four overheads or electronic 
visuals to illustrate your presentation.  These overheads can include bullet lists of 
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important points, illustrations, and whatever else you think will be helpful in getting 
your message across.  Be sure that the font sizes, drawings, etc. are LARGE enough 
to be read from the back of the room and that you keep the overall overhead simple, 
as your audience will have only a brief time to assimilate the information.  An 
overhead display, as well as a computer and projector for the display of electronic 
visuals will be available. 
 
Finally, more than one team may choose the same case study for this assignment. 
This is not a problem as long as no more than two or three teams select the same case 
studies (to ensure coverage of a wide range of topics and to prevent competition for 
resources). Therefore, each team is required to notify the instructor, via e-mail, 
of what the topic will be as soon as possible to make sure several others have not 
already selected the same case study. The case histories will be on a first-come first 
serve basis, so it is important that each team work together and select a study as soon 
as possible to make sure their topic is still “available.”   
 
The order of the presentations will be based on the order in which the instructor is 
contacted by each group indicating their research topic. A schedule of the order of 
presentations will be handed out during the session before the studies are to be 
presented in class. The presentation will require one to two class periods, depending 
upon the number of student teams. 
 
In terms of weighting, this assignment will be counted a part of your homework grade 
for the course and will be weighted equal to two or three homework grades. The 
overall grade will be based on the criteria shown below: 

 
 

Content      25% 
Team’s thinking and ideas on lessons learned 30% 
Clarity and effectiveness of presentation  25% 
Organization     10% 
Appearance     10% 
 
One purpose of this exercise is to extend the coverage of the course material because 
each group will present their cases to the entire class. You will practice working in 
teams and honing oral presentation skills – skills that are vitally important for hazard 
managers.    
 


